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To the anger and frustration of disabled people all over 
the country, and accusations of skulduggery on the part 
of the Government, the Civil Rights (Disabled Persons) 
Bill was talked out of the Commons on 6 and 20 May. 
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“Totally gutted” was how Lawrence Nugent, co-ordinator of 
the Glasgow Coalition of Disabled People, described his 
feelings about the Civil Rights Bill getting talked out of Par- 
liament. He joined the demonstration outside Downing 
Street on 18 May. (Full story page 4) MIKE HELBY 
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BREE 


Theraposture offer a carefully 


| thought-out range of products to 


help those with mobility 
problems enjoy the 
independence and comfort of 
their own homes. 


from over 1000 positions at 

the touch of a button. 
Consumer groups and charities 
fear millions of pensioners and 
disabled people will face an 
increase in gas bills when the 
Government ends the British 
Gas monopoly of domestic sup- 
ply in 1996. 

Energy Minister Tim Eggar 
said competition would cut 
prices when he presented a 
consultation document on the 
new system last month. But the 
Je Gas Consumers’ Council 
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at the touch 
of a button. 
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(GCC) warned that those least 
able to afford increases may 
face higher charges, as subsi- 
dies for low gas users are likely 
to be scrapped and discounts 


ignation of Minister for Dis- 
abled People Nicholas Scott 
after he admitted misleading 
the House by saying his depart- 
ment had played no part in 
drafting the 82 amendments 
which sabotaged the Bill. 

Meanwhile, the Prime Min- 
ister said that “No one could 
have accepted a Bill, as drafted, 
with a cost compliance calcu- 
lated at £17 billion, and a 
yearly on-cost of £1 billion”. 

He promised Government 
consultation “within the next 
six months” on proposals to 
end discrimination against dis- 
abled people in jobs, access to 
goods and services, financial 
services and access to buildings, 
and also to set up a new advi- 
sory body on disability. 

He said the Government 
“will take account of the views 
of everyone with an interest in 
disability” and then “consider 
assisting in the drafting of prac- 
tical and workable legislation 
that will help the disabled.” 

The Government’s £17 billion 
estimate has been criticised. 

Stephen Bradshaw, chair of 
Voluntary Organisations for 


given to bigger users. 

GCC director Ian Power said: 
“Low income consumers, hard- 
est hit by VAT, will gain noth- 
ing. They could face higher bills 
because prices will have to be 
put up at the bottom end of the 
market - low users in smaller 
houses - so that all consumers 
can be supplied at a profit.” 

Labour claimed that 12 mil- 
lion people will be worse off 
under the new system. Con- 
sumer affairs spokesman Nigel 
Griffiths said people with 
incomes under £60 a week will 
see their average annual bills 
leap from £150.30 to £181.80, 


tion, with 35 members, said: 
“These figures have been based 
on implementation within five 
years. But the Bill no longer 
specifies a time period for 
phase-in. It would be up to the 
Secretary of State. 

“Disabled people are not 
unreasonable. They do not 
expect everything to be accessi- 
ble overnight. These estimates 
are based on a false premise.” 

Labour MP Dr Roger Berry, 
sponsor of the Bill, said the 
cost assessment was “absurd”. 

The Government estimates 
that each disabled employee 
would cost an employer £500 
extra to “accommodate” their 
needs and allow for equal 
wages for lower productivity. 

Tory MP Sir John Hannam, 
chairman of the All Party Dis- 
ablement Group, has said the 
productivity issue is “another 
misconception”. The Bill would 
not make employers pay equal 
wages to less productive 
employees. 

In the USA, the Job Accom- 
modation Network, funded 
through the Department of 

Continued on page 2 


Pensioners fear gas price rises 


while families with incomes 
under £100 a week will have to 
find another £17 a year. He 
said: “We fear that regulations 
currently binding British Gas 
might be watered down and 
standing charges might rise.” 

Sally Witcher, director of the 
Child Poverty Action Group, 
said: “We are very sceptical 
about promises that gas bills 
will not go up.” 

An Age Concern spokesman 
said: “Any rise would be devas- 
tating for many older people.” 

British Gas said it was too 
soon to say how many people 
would be affected by price rises. 


2 NEWS 


he 


Mike Harper showed off his 
Sharechair at the National 
Association of Bikers with a 
Disability (NABD) annual 
rally, and promptly picked 
up two awards: best adapta- 
tion and best combination. 

Mike, paralysed from the 
chest down after a motorcy- 
cle accident, designed and 
built the Sharechair. How 
did it get its name? “If peo- 
ple want to join me for a 
ride, they have to sit in my 
wheelchair: total role reversal.” 


Mike Harper, tel: (0495) 308023. 
NABD, tel: 061-437 8395. 


The Cambridge Vikings sponsored by 
Conveen Systems. 


Conveen is a registered trade mark owned 


by Coloplast A/S, DK3060 Espergeerde. 
CON-02-923 © 1992 Coloplast A/S, 
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Just consultation 
Continued from page 1 


Labour, advises companies on 
adaptations for employees. A 
spokesperson told DN‘ that, 
since the Americans with Dis- 
abilities Act (ADA) was passed 
in 1990, 67 per cent of “accom- 
modations” (such as equipment 
or access) cost under $500 
(£332). 

Minister for Disabled People 
Nicholas Scott has claimed that 
the Bill would lead to more 


legal actions. 


Conveen E Systems 


Question: Do your existing 
continence care products 
meet all your requirements? 


Question: Do they provide 
the comfort, security and 
flexibility that you require? 


Question: Are you com- 
pletely satisfied? 


(Now that we have questioned your 
continence care products, it’s your turn to 
question ours.) 


Conveen Systems have designed their 
comprehensive Continence Care Range 
specially to make your life easier, whatever 
your needs. They offer 24 hour peace of mind 
with an easy-to-use, secure and totally 
reliable continence care range. 


For those who need or prefer a two- 
piece system, we can offer the Conveen 
Urisheath/Uriliner which provides comfort, 
flexibility and is specially designed to suit you. 

Q. Is it comfortable to wear? 

A. Yes. It’s lightweight and the unique Uriliner 
adhesive is particularly skin friendly. 

Q. It won’t twist and leak, will it? 

A. A special anti-kink feature stops the sheath 
twisting when you attach it to your drainage bag. 
So urine can’t flow back and there's no risk of 
leakage. 

Q. What about taking it off? 

A. Removal is easy and painless. Unlike some 
adhesives, the Uriliner’s skin-friendly adhesive 
causes no discomfort, or sticky residue on your 
skin. 


Systems Continence Care Range please tick 
the relevant boxes below, complete your name 
and address and return the coupon to: 
Coloplast Limited, FREEPOST, Peterborough 
Business Park, Peterborough, PE2 6BR. 


| Conveen Self-Sealing Urisheath (‘Easiroll’) 
| (one-piece system) 
Conveen Urisheath/Uriliner 
| (two-piece system) 
Conveen Sterile Contoured Leg Bag 
Conveen Adjustable 
Contoured Leg Bag (non-sterile) 
| Conveen Sterile Night Drainage Bag 
Conveen Drip Collectors 
| Conveen Stay Dry Pads 
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Conveen Sterile Contoured Leg Bags 
bring comfort and mobility to catheter users. 

Q. Will people notice I’m wearing it? 

A. No. And you’ll hardly notice it either. The 
honeycomb-like multi-channelling distributes urine 
evenly and the contoured shape makes it totally 
discreet, even under tight fitting clothing. 

Q. What about leakage? 

A. Leakage is not a problem. Conveen leg 
bags have a unique double welding all the way 
round, for complete security and peace of mind. 
And the unique ‘flip-type’ tap shuts with a 
reassuringly audible click. 


Conveen Adjustable Contoured Leg 
Bag (non-sterile) is contoured for comfort and 
designed for discretion. 

Q. | like to get about, is the bag big 
enough? 

A. At 600m, it’s actually 20% bigger than other 
bags and it should allow you the freedom to travel in 
comfort for several hours. 

Q. Can | adjust the connector? 

A. Yes. Whether you're able to walk around, or 
are using a wheelchair, the connector can be cut to 
the length that suits you best. 


Conveen Sterile Night Drainage Bag 
designed to give you a peaceful night’s sleep. 

Q. Can the system really cope all night long? 

A. Of course. It has a specially wide inlet to help 
the flow and there’s no possibility of urine flowing 
back. The bag offers you extra security against 
leakage too. 

Q. Can! be sure the tap is securely closed? 

A. A ‘flip-type’ tap shuts with a click, and is 
smooth enough not to catch on bedclothes or 
nightwear. 


Conveen caters for ladies too. 


There is a comprehensive Continence 
Care Range specially designed to make 
life easier — leg bag systems and a night 
drainage system, plus Conveen Stay Dry 
Pads which come in varying sizes for light, 
incontinence. 


In fact, only Conveen offers such a 
uniquely designed continence care product 
range to suit both males and females 
particular requirements. 

The Cambridge Vikings need a high 
performance product, and they believe that 
Conveen provides just that - isn’t it time you 
put your trust in Conveen too. 
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Tel: 0800 622124 Tel: 1-800 535535 


Bob Boorstin, special assis- 


tant to the US President in the 
White House, and communica- 
tion director for health care 
reform, disagrees. He told DN: 
“After the ADA was passed, a 
lot of people said it would add 
to the litigiousness of American 
society. That has not turned 
out to be the case.” 

A spokesman for the Depart- 
ment of Justice, which enforces 
the public access and services 
sections of ADA, said that, so 
far, the Department had been 
involved in only 15 court cases. 

“At the end of the day, of 
course, this isn’t about the cost. 
It is about basic human rights,” 
said Roger Berry. “You never 
hear anyone complain about the 
cost of democracy. This is the 
same thing.” 

See also page 4 
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Carers call for help 
More than 25 per cent of 
carers have not heard of 
community care, a national 
survey revealed last month. 

Community Care: Just a 
Fairy Tale? also found that 
74 per cent of carers said 
there has been no assessment 
of the needs of the person 
they care for; 79 per cent said 
the changes had made no dif- 
ference to them and only 13 
per cent noticed an improve- 
ment under community care. 

Based on interviews with 
426 carers, the survey was 
carried out for the Carers’ 
National Association (CNA) 
by Norman Warner, a senior 
fellow at the University of 
Kent. 

He said the findings 
showed carers needed more 
information and a statutory 
right to assessment. “The 
jury is still out on whether 
community care will 
improve the lot of carers. 
On the evidence of this sur- 
vey, carers are distinctly 
underwhelmed.” 


£12.50, from the CNA, tel: 
071-490 8818. 


Access to grub 


More than 100 members of 
Disability Action Network 
staged an eat-in demonstra- 
tion outside a restaurant in 
Camden, North London, 
last month in protest at a 
“no disabled” sign. 

The protesters set up a 
table and had a picnic at the 
entrance to the Goodfayre 
restaurant, which was per- 
suaded to remove the sign. 


Northern Mobility 

Visitors to the Northern 
Mobility Roadshow at the 
Sheffield Arena on 17 and 18 


“Tll have to hang up now, the bus has come.” Camden 
Council worker Krishna Manandhar makes a call from Lon- 
don’s, first fully accessible telephone kiosk - in a bus shelter 
- while councillor Ray Adamson and Katy wait their turn. It 
is the first of ten that will open in the next few weeks. 


Thousands hit by Income Support ‘freeze’ 


A new report by Age Concern 
says almost 300,000 older peo- 
ple who began living in volun- 
tary or private sector care 
homes before April 1993 face 
an uncertain future because 
their benefit has “effectively 
been frozen”. 

These older people were 
given the upper limit of Income 


Support to pay for their care. 
They are still eligible for the 
payments, as their right has 
been preserved, but only up to 
levels set by Government. This 
means that when care home 
fees rise, or an individual needs 
more expensive care, they can 
get no extra help. 

Age Concern wants the Gov- 


Disabled man 
fights eviction 


A severely disabled man with 
schizophrenia is facing eviction 
from his bungalow because of a 
dispute over who should pay 
his housing costs. 

The Nationwide Building 
Society is seeking a repossession 
order on the home of Robert 
Moore in Addlestone, Surrey, to 
recover mortgage arrears of 
£8,700 which have built up since 
the Department of Social Secu- 
rity (DSS) stopped benefit pay- 
ments to cover his housing costs. 

The mortgage is about £1,200 
a month, but if he is evicted the 
local social services or housing 
department may have to pay far 
more to accommodate him. The 
National Schizophrenia Fellow- 
ship (NSF), which is helping 
Mr Moore fight his case, says 
suitable accommodation and care 
could cost £5,000 a month. 

Mr Moore was bought the 
house by his sister after he was 
discharged from hospital. She 
was told Runnymede Council 
would pay him housing benefit 
and planned to charge him rent 
to pay for the mortgage repay- 


ernment to increase Income 
Support limits to “realistic lev- 
els”, allow councils to maintain 
people in existing homes and 
ensure they get free health ser- 
vices. Director Sally Green- 
gross said: “It is wrong that a 
state-funded system should 
force people to seek charitable 
help or make relatives feel 


ments. The council paid some 
benefit, but not enough. In 
1990, the DSS agreed to pay 
the rent through Mr Moore’s 
Income Support, but in 1992 
told her it could no longer pay 
because Mr Moore was a tenant. 

Although the Social Security 
Commissioner ruled in March 
that the DSS had a liability to 
pay the mortgage interest, it has 
not done so since 1992. 

In a bid to stop Mr Moore 
being evicted, NSF has asked 
Surrey Council to pay off the 
arrears, arguing that under the 
Mental Health Act it has a 
duty to ensure adequate after- 
care services, including hous- 
ing. The council said it did not 
have powers to do this. 

A NSF spokesperson said: 
“This case makes a mockery of 
community care. If Surrey 
refuse to pay, we will advise Mr 
Moore to seek a judicial review.” 

As DN went to press, Run- 
nymede Council had offered 
Mr Moore a shared ownership 
arrangement. The DSS said it 
could not comment on the case. 


obliged to pay for care.” 

A DSS spokesman denied the 
rates had been frozen. He said: 
“The limit for elderly people in 
residential care homes rose by 
seepetacentasam geal - terms 


between 1985 and April 1993.” 


Preserved - and Protected?, £2, 
Age Concern, tel: 081-679 8000. 


The é 


June will be able to try 40 
different vehicles in a safe, 
off-road, test-drive area, after 
looking at the vehicles in the 
show. 

Vehicles will have a range 
of adaptations, plus dual 
controls. Interested drivers 
should bring their licenses. 
If they do not have one, an 
expert will advise people on 
their ability and the type of 
adaptation to try. A BSM 
driving intructor will also be 
on hand. The show is free, 
has over 225 stands and 
extensive car parking. 


INSTANT 
INFORMATION 
AT YOUR 
FINGERTIPS 


Call any time, 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week to hear full, updated information 
from articles in DN last year. To save on 
costs, we have reduced the calls to just 

3 minutes. Simply pick up the phone and 
dial. You may want to have a pen and paper 
handy to jot down details. 


: 


; rt wheelchair 


Tel: (0742) 735090. 


DN next month 
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4 NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER 
Government sham kills 
off Civil Rights Bill 


By Mike Helby 

Nicholas Scott, Minister for 
Disabled People, instructed 
Parliamentary Counsel to draft 
the amendments that four Tory 
MPs used to kill off the Civil 
Rights (Disabled Persons) Bill 
16 days before it was talked out 
at Report Stage on 6 May. 

During that debate he told 
the House: “to the best of my 
knowledge, nobody in my 
department has been involved 
in the drafting of any amend- 
ments in this area”. 

Four days later, he had to 
offer his unreserved apologies 
to the House, and calls for his 
resignation began. As DN went 
to press, he was still Minister 
for Disabled People. 

Labour MP Dr Roger Berry, 
who introduced the Bill, told 
DN: “It is quite inconceivable 
that he did anything other than 
knowingly mislead the House.” 

The four MPs who the Gov- 
ernment used to channel its 
amendments were Lady Olga 
Maitland, member for Sutton 
& Cheam, Michael Stern, 
member for Bristol North 
West, Richard Spring, member 
for Bury St Edmunds, and 
Edward Leigh, member for 
Gainsborough & Horncastle. 

Lady Olga repeatedly denied 
that her nine amendments were 
anything but her own work. “I 
make my own plans on my new 
clauses and amendments,” she 
replied to Alf Morris MP, who 
asked if she had drafted a 
clause herself, or if it had been 
“fed to her by Government”. 


Lady Olga also denied that 
she was helping to talk the Bill 
out. Yet, with less than 15 min- 
utes of Parliamentary time left, 
she continued to argue for one 
of her amendments, even after 
it had been accepted by the 
Bill’s supporters. 

“I choose to carry on with 
my explanation, for the benefit 
of the House,” she said. 

Eight weeks earlier, at the 
Bill’s Second Reading, Lady 
Olga voted in support of it. 
And in a letter dated 28 April, 
she told Disability Action Sut- 
ton: “I just wanted to reassure 
you that I am still giving sup- 
port to the Civil Rights Bill.” 

Five days later, on 3 May, 
she tabled the Government 
drafted amendments to the Bill. 

Unfortunately, Lady Olga 
was abroad when DN called to 
ask about her change of heart. 

An Early Day Moiion 
(EDM) condemning the actions 
of the Conservative MPs who 
talked out the Bill on 6 May by 
introducing over 80 amend- 
ments has been supported by 
35 MPs. The EDM calls upon 
those four MPs to “withdraw 
the remaining amendments 
tabled in their names but 
drafted by the Government”. 


* Technically, the Bill was not 
dead after 6 May, and was 
scheduled to carry on its 
Report Stage on 20 May, just 
as DN was going to press. It 
was discussed, but again was 
talked out after Nicholas 
Scott spoke for over an hour. 


Four disabled people were arrested at a demonstration opposite Downing Street on 18 May to 


protest about Conservative MPs talking out the Civil Rights (Disabled Persons) Bill. Johnny 
Crescendo, national organiser of Direct Action Network (DAN), Gordon Bright from 
Southampton DAN, Chris Hughes from Derbyshire DAN and Agnes Fletcher were later 
released with a caution. Members of DAN, which advocates non-violent civil disobedience to 
fight for civil rights for disabled people, stopped a bus outside Richmond House, where 


Nicholas Scott has his office, and handcuffed themselves to it. 


Lords win eases incapacity rules 


The Social Security (Incapacity 
for Work) Bill, which — will 
introduce Incapacity Benefit 
next April, has been amended 
in the House of Lords after 
peers defeated the Government 
for a second time. 

The amendments mean that 
people who are severely dis- 
abled, and get higher rate Dis- 
ability Living Allowance, will 
receive the benefit’s full rate 
after 28 weeks, rather than hav- 
ing to wait for a year. 

People with dependent chil- 
dren will also be able to get the 
full rate after 28 weeks. 


DWA rises announced 


Viscount Astor, the Parliamen- 
tary Secretary for Social Secu- 
rity, used the Bill’s Report 
Stage to announce an increase 
in Disability Working 
Allowance for couples, by up to 
£8.35 a week from next April. 
He also announced the intro- 
duction of a disabled child’s 
premium of £19.45 a week for 
families with a dependent dis- 
abled child, and an increase in 
the amount a single person can 
earn per week and still receive 


DWA, from £108 to £118. 


users are exempt. 


INVATRAVEL 


CONVERSIONS 


THE NEW VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE 
BY INVATRAVEL CONVERSIONS 


Various options of wheelchair access available on this super new model, including 
underfloor electro-hydraulic lifts, hydraulic lowering rear Suspension with spring assisted 
alloy ramp, manual ramps etc. Disabled driver options for full independence. 


Prices start from £14,750.00 on the road excluding all taxes from which disabled 


© Contact Paul Cassidy, tel: 0704-506608, 


fax: 0704-506607. 66 Knob Hall 
Lane, Southport PR9 9QS. 


Recognised Converter 


MIKE HELBY 


Building access 
consultations 
are promised 


Secretary of State for the Envi- 
ronment John Gummer has 
announced that the Building 
Regulations Advisory Commit- 
tee has been _ considering 
extending the access provisions 
for disabled people to new 
dwellings in England and 


Wales. Present regulations 
apply only to non-domestic 
buildings. 


This is in line with the Gov- 
ernment’s promise to consult on 
a range of issues, including 
building regulations (see page /). 

Detailed proposals would be 
put out for consultation, accom- 
panied by a compliance cost 
assessment, which will estimate 
how much any changes to the 
regulations could cost. 

The committee is also con- 
sidering whether to improve 
access provisions which already 
apply to non-domestic build- 
ings. Any proposals will be put 
out for consultation. 


Voluntary work 
will not affect 
benefit 


People claiming Sickness Bene- 
fit, Invalidity Benefit or Severe 
Disablement Allowance can now 
do up to 16 hours a week volun- 
tary work without affecting their 
benefit, or having to convince an 
adjudication officer that the 
work would be therapeutic. 

Announcing the measure, 
Parliamentary Secretary for 
Social Security Lord Astor 
said: “I recognise that volun- 
tary work plays a_ significant 
role in helping some people 
make a gradual transition back 
to work.” 
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Driving for 
business... 


driving for 
pleasure... 


.. ford Motability can help you 
realise your driving ambition. 


& With the Ford Motability programme, you could 
O soon be driving a new Ford! 


You, or your carers, may be eligible for generous 


Ford discounts on most Ford models. Our most 
popular scheme includes insurance, RAC membership, 
servicing, and the reassuring support of the UKs 
largest network of Motability dealers. 


Call free on 0800 II] 222 (quoting M19) 


or fillin the FREEPOST coupon, for details of how 
Ford Motability, and your nearest Motability dealer, 


can help you realise your driving ambition. 


PO Box 258, Woking, Surrey GU21 5BR. 
| Please send me further information on the Ford Motability Programme. M 19 


INITIAL SURNAME 


| TITLE (e.g. Mr, Mrs) 


| ADDRESS 


| IOWA QUD ND) cea = ee sere ae YG IG, | 


TOWN 
| My current car is: (Make e.g. Ford) 
(Modeleig, Escort) + ees Ee ee ee aE Registration Letter 
| When do you expect to replace your car? —______ Month __________ Year (e.g. 08 94) 


| Everything we do is driven by you. | 
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6 HEALTH NEWS 


Ear test 
benefits 
deaf babies 


A new hearing test, which uses 
a tiny ear plug connected to a 
laptop computer, is helping 
doctors trace hearing impair- 
ments in babies. 

The otoacoustic emission test 
was invented by David Kemp, 
Professor of Auditory Bio- 
physics at the Royal National 


Ear, Nose and Throat Hospital, 
London, after he discovered 
that thousands of cells in the 
cochlea bounce around in 
response to incoming sound. 

“The energy released by this 
movement builds in a chain 
reaction and acts as an ampli- 
fier, allowing the cochlea to 
hear even distant sounds,” he 
said. 

Listening to ears with a 
microphone, Professor Kemp 
found that when the outer hair 
cells react to an incoming 
sound, some of the amplified 


noise spills back out of the ear. 

The new test uses a plug to 
broadcast a series of clicks at 
different frequencies. 

ak laptop computer 
measures and analyses the 
noise that spills out of the ear 
and presents the information as 
a graph showing how well 
babies hear at different 
frequencies,” he said. 

The new system has proved 
more accurate than previous 
tests and is being being intro- 
duced in NHS hospitals. 

A spokesperson for the 


FREEDOM 


National Deaf Children’s Soci- 
ety said: “The early detection 
of hearing impairment is vital 
as it lessens the impact of the 
condition on a child’s develop- 
ment.” 


New cancer 
gene found 


Scientists have found a gene 
that could play an important 
role in the development of dif- 
ferent kinds of cancer, includ- 


INDIVIDUAL 


A car is essential for an independent life style. But why settle for something ordinary when you could be driving a Volvo 
- a very individual car indeed. 


The range of Volvo’s are also available under the Motability Hire and Hire Purchase schemes. 


Low insurance group ratings and 10,000 mile service intervals help cut your motoring costs. 
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COMPETITIVELY PRICED 
The new Volvo 1994 range starts from £10,100 on the road*. 


MOTABILITY SCHEME 


VOLVO SAFETY 
Volvo safety features fitted as standard include Driver Airbag, Side Impact Protection and seat belt pretensioners. The superb 
handling, powerful braking and tenacious road holding make them extremely enjoyable as well as extremely safe to drive. 


VOLVO PLUS 
New 3 year/60,000 Mile Manufacturers Warranty - One of the most comprehensive available, replaces the parts 
other manufacturers do not reach. 


LOW RUNNING COSTS 


THE CHOICE IS YOURS 
The Volvo range offers a choice of Saloons, Hatchbacks and Estates all available with a comprehensive selection of options 
to suit your independant needs. 


VOLVO 
ACAR YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 


“Prices quoted include Delivery Number Plates and Road Tax. Prices correct at time of going to press. 
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ing tumours of the lung, breast, 
bone, skin and brain. 

The gene, discovered by 
researchers at the University of 
Utah, America, is thought to 
suppress the growth’ of 
tumours. When mutations 
occur, the gene no longer func- 
tions as it should, leading to the 
uncontrolled growth of cells. 

Scientists believe the discov- 
ery could lead to the creation of 
drugs which stop __ genetic 
defects that cause tumours. 
Researcher Alexander Kamb 
said: ‘““We hope the discovery 
will lead to new treatments.” 

The Cancer Research Cam- 
paign said: “This is important 
work, but a new treatment is 
still a long way off.” 


Earlier help 
for children 


Research psychologists have 
developed a new test which can 
reveal whether a child has 
dyslexia and needs special help. 

There are two million 
dyslexic people in Britain. 
Many are not diagnosed until 
they reach the age of nine. | 

The new test, developed by 
Dr Angela Fawcett, Dr Paul 
Dean and Dr Rod Nicholson at 
Sheffield University, makes 
early diagnosis possible. The 
technique was developed after 
American research showed that 
dyslexic children have prob- 
lems with their balance, mem- 
ory, speed of reactions and in 
distinguishing between sounds. 

So the new test includes bal- 
ancing, word rhyming, pressing 
a button on hearing a tone and 
naming objects pictured on 
cards. The results are recorded 
on a computer, which calculates 
the risk of dyslexia. The 30- 
minute test can be given by a 
school nurse or teacher. 

Dr Nicholson said: “If you 
identify children early on and 
give them six months concen- 
trated help, they can catch up.” 


Screen test 
warning 


A screening test used to detect 
whether mothers have condi- 
tions such as Down’s syndrome 
and cystic fibrosis can cause 
missing limbs in babies, doctors 
warned last month. 

Fears over the safety of 
chorionic villus sampling 
(CVS), which involves taking 
cells from the placenta at an 
early state of pregnancy, were 
first raised in 1991. 

Dr Helen Firth of the 
Oxford Regional Genetics Ser- 
vice identified a cluster of 
babies born with missing limbs 
to 289 women given the test. 

According to a report in The 
Lancet, Dr Firth has now anal- 
ysed all reports of limb defects 
after CVS, published up to’ 
December 1992, and found 79 
cases. 

Researchers think CVS may 
cause missing limbs in babies 
by disrupting the blood flow to 
foetal cells. 
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| Flying high 


Nine disabled men and women 
will spend six weeks in the 
American city of Atlanta this 
summer learning to fly, thanks 
to the International Air Tattoo 
(IAT) Flying Scholarships for 
Disabled People. 

The IAT was set up in 1983 
in memory of World War II 
flying ace Sir Douglas Bader. 
Since the scheme started, 95 
disabled people have learnt to 
fly and the Disabled Fliers 
(Delta Foxtrot) Club has been 
formed. King Hussein of Jor- 
dan is one of the scheme’s 
sponsors. 


Application forms from Wing 
Commander John Patterson, tel: 
(0285) 713300. 


Benefit directory 

The Benefits Agency (BA) 
National Fax and Textphone 
Directory is now available. 

It lists numbers for the 
Agency’s offices around the 
country and can be obtained 
free from local BA offices. 

The Benefits Enquiry Line 
has changed its opening times. 
The free, confidential tele- 
phone advice line for people 
with disabilities, carers and 
representatives, offers general 
advice and information on ben- 
efits and disability organisa- 
tions. 

The line is now open from 
8.30am to 6.30pm, Monday to 
Friday, and 9am to lpm on 
Saturday. 


Benefits Enqury Line, tel: 
(0800) 882200,  textphone: 
(0800) 243355. 

Fight for your rights 


The Spastics Society has 
organised a series of meetings 
around the country to give dis- 
abled people and carers the 
chance to join forces in calling 
for civil rights. 

Meetings are planned in 
Bristol, Calderdale, Cardiff, 
Keighley, Doncaster, Exeter, 
Hastings, London, the Mid- 
lands, North Wales, Rother- 
ham, Stockport, St Austell, 
Southampton, and Sunderland 
(see page 30 for dates and venues). 


For details contact, Jackie Glat- 
ter, tel: 071-636 5020. 


Corrections 

From DN’s May issue: 

The report, Secondary Safety of 
Vehicle Adaptations for Disabled 
Drivers, commissioned by the 
Research Institute for Con- 
sumer Affairs (tel: 071-935 
2460), was written after 
research by Dr Peter Gloyns 
and Dr Stephen Rattenberg. 
The Sport for All event on 11 
June at Guildford, Surrey, is 
being organised by representa- 
tives from PHAB, the British 
Sports Association for the Dis- 
abled and other centres work- 
ing for integration. 


Fighting back: Maria Green gets to grips with an instructor 


at a Metropolitan Police self defence training course for dis- 
abled people in Feltham, Middlesex. Tel: 081-577 4111. 


Landmark legal victory 


A blind man who claims he 
became a virtual prisoner in his 
own home because he was 
denied attendance allowance 
celebrated a landmark legal vic- 
tory last month. 

Eric Mallinson, 46, from 
Manchester, who needs a guide 
to go anywhere unfamiliar, won 
his nine-year battle for the 
right to be considered for the 
care component of Disability 
Living Allowance (DLA). 

Five Law Lords voted by 
three to two to allow an appeal 
by Mr Mallinson against last 
year’s Appeal Court ruling that 
blind people were not entitled 
to such payments. The decision 


means that a visually impaired 
person who has _ difficulties 
which require “frequent atten- 
tion throughout the day in con- 
nection with his bodily 
functions”, including walking 
in unfamiliar surroundings, 
may be eligible for benefit. 

Mr Mallinson said: “I have 
been a virtual prisoner in my 
home, only able to go to places 
I know, such as the post office.” 

Andy Barrick of the Royal 
National Institute for Blind 
People said: “We are pleased 
by the result and hope that this 
judgement will enable more 
blind people to successfully 
claim for DLA.” 
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ROMPA AFH 


HUNDREDS OF GOOD IDEAS IN SPORT, LEISURE AND THERAPY 


FOR THE MORE MATURE PERSON 
cee: Canna 


Order your FREE AFH Catalogue VOW 
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ROMPA 
Goyt Side Road, Chesterfield, Derbyshire $40 2PH. 
Telephone: (0246) 211777 Fax: (0246) 221802 


Older patients are 
‘denied’ treatment 


Older patients are being denied 
NHS treatment because of their 
age, the Royal College of Physi- 
cians (RCP) said last month. 

RCP president Leslie Turn- 
berg said: “It is a worry to 
many of us that although it 
may not be overt and defined, 
there is a pattern of discrimina- 
tion against elderly people on 
the basis of age.” 

He was speaking at the 
launch of a RCP report, which 
recommended that acutely ill 
patients be admitted without 
delay, regardless of age. It was 
published just three weeks after 
the charity Age Concern 
revealed two pensioners had 
been denied treatment because 
they were too old (DN, May). 

Professor Turnberg said units 


were setting age limits for 
treatment and warned of “a 
tendency that permeates the 
service, which suggests that 
older people, perhaps, should 
be treated in a less fortunate 
way than younger people”. 

He said a 1991 study had 
shown that one in five coronary 
care units had an upper age 
limit, usually 70, for admission, 
and 40 per cent had an upper 
age limit for drugs that stop 
blood clots. 

Health Minister John Bowis 
said: “It is the duty of all health 
authorities to ensure people of all 
ages have access to acute care.” 


Ensuring Equity and Equality of 
Care for Elderly People, £9, 
RCP, tel: 071-935. 1174. 


Still a few places available on our 
2 Special Reader Offer Holidays to: 


FLORIDA & PORTUGAL Se 


FLORIDA FANTASY: October 12th - 27th 1994 


(14 NIGHTS) 


Includes: Scheduled Return Flights - 2 Weeks accommodation in 
Specially Adapted Luxury Motel - Specially Adapted Transport to 
all the main attractions - all admission charges. All this included 
in our very special price at £765.00 p.p. (3 sharing). 


PORTUGAL PARADISE: September 8th or 10th 1994 


(7 NIGHTS) 


Includes: Flights from a choice of 5 major airports - 

Accommodation in Wheelchair Friendly Luxury Apartment in 

Vilamoura, with access to all facilities - Self Catering, Half Board 

and Full Board rates on request. Our Special rates for this hol- 
iday start at only £190.00 (4 sharing). 


To find out more about these 2 Special Reader Offer 


Holidays, 


Telephone 


A.T.S. TRAVEL on 


(0708) 863198 or write to A.T.S. Travel, A.T.S. House, 
1 Tank Hill Road, Purfleet, Essex RM16 1SX. 


RETAIL AGENTS FOR A.T.O.L. HOLDERS 


RISER ARMCHAIRS, 
ADJUSTABLE BEDS 
AND HIGH SEAT CHAIRS 


STRUGGLING TO GET COMFORTABLE? 


You'll find all you need to make the right choice 
at a Keep Able Superstore. 
There’s one in Brentford, Middlesex, another in Brierley 
Hill, West Midlands and a smaller showroom in 
Wellingborough, Northants. 


© Free Home Assessment Service 

© Free Professional Therapist Advice 
® Full Service Plan Back-up 

© Large Range Always on Display 


LONDON 081 742 2181 
WEST MIDLANDS 0384 48 45 44 
EAST MIDLANDS 0933 67 94 26 


Making life easier 


Disability Now June 1994 


8 NEWS 


Hard up families 
get a raw deal 


Society is failing up to 200,000 
families struggling to bring up 
disabled children, according to 
a new report by NCH Action 
for Children. 

It says most families feel that 
support services do not meet 
their children’s needs. 

The charity questioned more 
than 100 families nationwide. 
Four out of five found that 
their children’s disabilities led 
to extra costs - such as special 
equipment, clothes and heating 
- which were not covered by 
benefits. 

Nearly two-thirds were not 
managing on the money they 
received and were living on 
savings. 

Many reported that to “win” 
in the competition for scarce 
resources, families had to either 
be at crisis point or be articu- 
late and know how to “work 
the system”. 


One parent said: “It is one 
long battle for things. Why do 
you have to be at the end of 
your tether before any help is 
forthcoming?” 

Another problem was dis- 
crimination. One 12-year-old 
said she could not go to the 
local cinema because the man- 


ager said her wheelchair was a - 


fire hazard. 

The charity’s chief executive 
Tom White said: “These fami- 
lies are doing a remarkably good 
job with very little support. We 
are calling on the Government 
to encourage councils to consult 
families about their needs and 
increase the support services 
they provide.” 


Unequal Opportunities: Children 
with Disabilities Speak Out, 
£10, Information Office, NCH 
Action for Children, tel: 071-226 
2033. 


The Wlorther zz 


roadshow 


SHEFFIELD’ IF 


The motor show for 
people with disabilities 


17th—18th June 1994 
SHEFFIELD ARENA 


Broughton Lane, Sheffield $9 2DF 


Admission Free 


@ Magnificent display of powered 
wheelchairs, 4-8 mph vehicles, 
manual chairs, sports chairs and 
ultra light wheelchairs 


@ Advice and Information Agencies, 
Disability Charities working for 
and with disabled people 


@ Wide range of production cars 
and adapted cars 


@ Comprehensive display of 
converted vehicles, vans, 
minibuses and wheelchair 
driver/passenger conversions 


@ Many other mobility aids, plus 


designer clothing 


Onc ante er Seti City Counen & Soeztiso Cote Trent 


Further information: 
Equality Unit, Room 131, Town Hall, Sheffield $1 2HH 
Tel: 0742-735568/735090 Fax: 0742-734694 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PEOPLE 


Flights from London, Manchester, 
Birmingham & Glasgow to 
Amsterdam, Ireland, Florida, Cote d’Azur, 
Costa Almeria, Cyprus, Tenerife & Algarve, 
Gites and holiday centres in France. 
Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd. 16 Haweswater Ave, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7BL. Tel: 0942 891811 


Diane Baldwin, from Alfreton, Derbyshire, tries out a new workstation specially designed for 
her by art and design students at Nottingham Trent University. The curved desk is easy to 
move round, there is extra room for her legs and a special lever system allows her to get 


files from the top shelf without reaching up. Tel: (0602) 418418 


NOTTINGHAM TRENT UNIVERSITY 


Minister rules out euthanasia 


The Government has ruled out 
the legalisation of euthanasia. 

Health Minister Brian 
Mawhinney is backing a report 
by the Lords Select Committee 
on Medical Ethics (DN, 
March) which said mercy 
killing would put pressure on 
elderly and vulnerable people 
to request it. 

Dr Mawhinney said last 
month: “The Government 
shares the committee’s opinion 
that euthanasia is unacceptable 
and must not be legalised. To 
permit it, even with safeguards, 
would in my view be deeply 
worrying to many people, espe- 
cially those who are ill, elderly 
or disabled.” 

The announcement came 
just a fortnight after Ian 


FORD TRANSIT 
CONVERSIONS 
AVAILABLE WITH 
AUTOMATIC LIFT, 
DOORS, HAND 
CONTROLS, ETC. 


DEMONSTRATION 
VEHICLES 
AVAILABLE. 


Sales Office: 

5 Badminton Close 
Bragbury End 
STEVENAGE 
Herts 


SG2 8SR 


Kennedy, professor of medical 
law and ethics and head of the 
law school at King’s College, 
London, called on courts to 
legalise euthanasia. 

Speaking at the Royal Society 
in London, Professor Kennedy 
said it was wrong that patients 
whose pain could not be eased 
by drugs “must suffer until the 
proper legal courtesies have 


been observed and the final 
dose can bring the intended 
death. It is hard to argue that 
such a law protects the patient.” 

Richard Wood, director of 
the British Council of Disabled 
People, said: “I back the Goy- 
ernment because there is a dan- 
ger that some people would be 
persuaded to have their life ter- 
minated.” 


Welsh inspectors plugged 


Hotel inspectors will be blind- 
folded and their ears plugged 
when they take part in a pio- 
neering programme to encour- 
age hoteliers in Wales to provide 
facilities for visitors with sight 
and hearing impairments. 

The Wales Tourist Board 


hopes the new programme will 
enable its inspectors to experi- 
ence first hand the various dif- 
ficulties faced by visually 
impaired and deaf people, and 
accurately assess whether hotel 
accommodation and __ facilities 
meet their needs. 


_ THE INDEPENDENT 


FULLY LINED & TRIMMED HIGH 
QUALITY INTERIOR 4 TO 5 SEATS - 
1 TO 2 WHEELCHAIRS, REAR RAMP 

FITTED AS STANDARD. 


OPTIONAL: 


FULLY AUTOMATIC HYDRAULIC 
LIFT, FEATURING PUSH BUTTON 
CONTROL WITH POWER CLOSURE: 


200Kg FROM £1625-00 
125Kg FROM £1285-00 


& lnterbilliity 


Tel: 0438 747448 Fax: 0438 740794 


BY INTERBILITY 
FROM ONLY 


‘£1 1095 


EX VAT & 
ROAD FUND LICENCE 


INCLUDES DELIVERY 
NUMBER PLATES 
FUEL ETC 


WHEELCHAIR 
RAMPS AND 
AUTOMATIC 
POWERED LIFTS 
SUPPLIED FOR 
MOST VEHICLES. 


FULLY EQUIPPED 
DAY VAN CON- 
VERSIONS BUILT 
TO INDIVIDUAL 
SPECIFICATIONS 


Works: 
Cromer House 
1 Caxton Way 
STEVENAGE 

Herts 


SG1 2DF 
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Wife sues husband for insurance 


Jean Ginder sued her husband 
Martyn in the High Court in 
April to enable her to claim 
damages from his household 
insurance after an accident at 
home broke her back. 

She claimed her husband 
was negligent for not mending 
a storeroom window, which led 
to the accident. 

The judge partly agreed, and 
ruled that Mr Ginder was two- 
thirds liable. 


Compensation has yet to be 
assessed, but is likely to be 
around £500,000. 

Mrs Ginder was able to 
claim against her husband’s 
Norwich Union (NU) house- 
hold insurance policy because 
she was not held to be a policy- 
holder. This loophole was spot- 
ted by the couple’s solicitor. 

NU said that the policy was 
changed in 1992 and no longer 
offered this type of cover, but 


there could still be people who 
could make a claim. 

People can make claims of 
this nature up to three years 
after an accident, and this time 
limit does not begin for chil- 
dren until they reach 18. 

Mrs Ginder said bringing 
the court case was the only way 
of getting the insurance money, 
“but we have a very strong 
marriage. This case certainly 
has not harmed us.” 


Mary Curran’s love of art 
won her a trip to Amster- 
dam last month with hus- 
band Harry after she 
entered the BT North East 
Museum & Gallery Awards. 

In one category, people 
were asked to nominate their 
favourite museum or art 
gallery. She nominated the 
Laing Art Gallery in New- 
castle as the best place for 
people with disabilities. 

Next month Mary, from 
Gosforth, tells DN about her 
trip to see Amsterdam’s art 
treasures. 


Russian trip 


A great book for long journeys. 


ESSO 


SERVICE 
STATION 
ADDRESS LIST 


Intrepid traveller Geoff Smith 
(above) has a driving ambition 
to win Russia’s Rally 
Nadezhda, which takes place 
this month. 

Geoff, from Aylesbury, will 
be competing in a converted 
black cab against some of 
Europe’s best disabled 
motorists. 

After the rally, Geoff will 
return to Britain through 
Latvia, Estonia, Lithuania and 
Poland and tell all to DN. 

“My next aim will be to 
drive overland to New York,” 
said Geoff, who has already 
driven from Paris to Siberia. 


Pioneer guide 
to conferences 


The first national guide to 
facilities for disabled people at 
conference venues has _ been 


As a disabled driver, you know the biggest | has a complete list of the amenities that | have to go out of your way to get help. 


For your free booklet, write to Esso 


published by the Royal Associ- 
ation for Disability and Reha- 
bilitation (RADAR). 

It has detailed information 
on the accessibility and facili- 
ties of almost 300 venues, 
including conference centres, 
hotels, academic and __ local 
authority premises and training 
centres. 


problem you have is often other people not | we offer disabled drivers, and with over 800 


providing the right facilities or assistance. | Esso sites throughout Britain providing | Merchandising Service, P.O.Box2, 


The Esso Service Station address book | assistance and various facilities, you won’t Feltham, Middlesex TW14 0TG. 


Conference Centres: an Access 
Guide on Facilities for Disabled 
People, £6, RADAR, 12 City 
Forum, 250 City Road, London 
ECIV 8AF, tel: 071-250 3222. 
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Surveying services 
Three Romanian social 
students spent April working in 
Scotland to learn about social 
service provision in Britain. 

One of the students, Florin 
Moisa, was placed with the 
Scottish Council for Spastics at 
its Upper Springland day, resi- 
dential and respite centre. 

Mr Moisa was able to see 
how a voluntary organisation 
operates for the first time. 
“Romania was denied access to 
up-to-date information, knowl- 
edge and practices during 
Ceaucescu’s regime,” he said. 

“In my country, disabled 
people are not able to take con- 
trol of their lives because of the 
restrictions on their environ- 
ment. But here many disabled 
people are able to live indepen- 
dently and can use the centre 
as a stepping stone into the 
community. This must be the 
long term goal for Romania.” 


work 


Access to Europe 

A Chester architectural and 
building services consultancy, 
MRM Partnership, has teamed 
up with Cheshire County 
Council and won an £80,000 
European Community (EC) 
grant to launch the Access 
Europe project. 

The project’s aim is to get 
EC countries to work together 
on tackling access problems and 
improving facilities for disabled 
people and to learn from each 
other’s successes and failures. 

Teams from Denmark, Italy 
and Greece have also joined the 
project. 


Chinese exchange 

Social services staff from 
Shanghai, China, visited the 
London borough of Camden in 
April to exchange ideas and 
find out how the local authority 
meets the needs of elderly and 
disabled people. 

Camden’s social services 
director Simon White told the 
four professionals from _ the 
Shanghai Municipal Authority 
how Camden provides or pur- 
chases its services. 

He also’ explained how 
assessments are used to estab- 
lish the needs of disabled and 
elderly people. 


New beginnings: Elderly and disabled people help each 
used as a polling station in Katlehong, east of Johannesburg, on 26 April. 


othe 


r into a community centre being 
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Finding hope in Soweto 


The head of Brent Council’s 
disability unit visited South 
Africa in February, just weeks 
before black people flocked to 
vote for the first time in the 
country’s historic elections. 
Brenda Robbins met mem- 
bers of Disabled People South 
Africa and spoke at a rally held 
by the Transvaal Association 


for the Physically Disabled 
(TAPD) during her three-week 
stay. 


“There was a great feeling of 
excitement and optimism across 
the country,” she said. “I 
found that disabled people are 
very hopeful about the future. 
They are keen to learn and pick 
up ideas from the international 
disability movement.” 

Ms Robbins, who told the 
rally about Brent Council’s 
work for disabled people and 
the London Dial-a-Ride ser- 
vice, went to South Africa as a 
tourist. But the links she forged 
with TADP enabled her to visit 
places most holiday makers 
never see. 

“TADP have worked in the 
black townships for years, so 
they were able to take me into 
Soweto and Alexandra without 
a police escort to meet disabled 
people. I was appalled by the 
poverty I saw. Many live in 
tiny, corrugated iron shacks. 
They get no health care and 
have no equipment unless 
friends or relatives club 
together and buy a wheelchair. 


DISABILITY AWARENESS 


Understanding Disability 


Fax: 0252 734306. 


MATERIALS 


Looking at the social model of disability in 
relation to physical, hearing, learning and 
visual impairment. Excellent resource for use 
in: education, health & social care, equal 
opportunities, youth and community work. 


Educational Trust (UDET) Weydon 
Lane, Farnham, Surrey, GU9 8UG. 
Tel: 0252 733167 Voice/Minicom. 


Registered Charity No: 297264 
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UNDERSTANDING 
DISABILITY 


“TADP helps out, but there 
are only so many wheelchairs 
they can provide as they have 
limited resources. This means 
there are many black disabled 
people who never even go out- 
doors.” 

Ms Robbins took home many 
powerful memories of her time 
in South Africa, but one of the 
strongest was of a man in 
Soweto who had been shot 16 
times by gunmen. 

“Amazingly he had survived, 
but the wounds left him dis- 
abled. He had been given a 
wheelchair by TADP, but his 
home was so tiny he could 
barely get through the door.” 

TADP is doing a lot to help 
disabled people find work. It 
has set up several workshops 


run by disabled people. 

Ms Robbins visited one in 
Soweto, called the Self Help 
Association for  Paraplegics, 
which is a collective that makes 
clcthes, kitchen utensils, and 
grows vegetables. “I was very 
impressed,” she said. “It is run 
by 40 disabled people and 
funded by local businesses.” 

Ms Robbins arrived back in 
Brent a couple of weeks before 
the election but has kept in 
contact with TADP. 

“These are exciting times for 
disabled South Africans. They 
want the chance to live inde- 
pendently. This can only hap- 
pen if they get the health care 
and equipment they need. Havy- 
ing gone there, I am confident 
this can happen.” 


GP wins 
Australian 
appeal 


A British doctor has won his 
fight to work in Australia. 

Dr Ian Power, a world expert 
in pain relief, was turned down 
by Australian immigration 
authorities because his daugh- 
ter has cystic fibrosis. 

He appealed immediately 
and was told in May that his 
visa will be accepted after all. 

Dr Power, a senior lecturer 
in anaesthetics at the University 
of Wales hospital in Cardiff, 
decided to emigrate to Aus- 
tralia after being offered a post 
at the Royal North Shore Hos- 
pital, Sydney. But the authori- 
ties denied him permanent 
residency because they feared 
his daughter could be a burden 
on the health service. 

Dr Power said: “My wife and 
I were both upset. We were told 
Eilidh was suffering from an ill- 
ness that needed considerable 
care and that care was in short 
supply. But Eilidh is not a bur- 
den - she is a very independent 
child who needs antibiotics and 
food supplements. We are 
pleased they saw sense and 
changed their minds.” 

A spokesperson for the Aus- 
tralian High Commission said 
the child’s application was 
turned down because “We have 
a health scheme with limited 
resources and we have to con- 
sider that against the benefit of 
allowing a family to emigrate to 
Australia.” 


Need a push? 
sk for Samson. 


ENJOY GREATER FREEDOM WITH 
THE SAMSON POWER DRIVE 


How often have you longed for a gentle push to 
help you up a slope or over a kerb? Does pushing 
your wheelchair tire you out? 

The Samson Power Drive can help you enjoy 
greater freedom and independence to go where you 
like, when you like. This small, powerful and 
lightweight motorised fifth wheel attached to the back 
of your wheelchair helps you tackle kerbs, slopes, 
ramps, grass or uneven ground. It’s as though 
awkward obstacles or tiring terrain didn’t exist. 

Easily fitted to almost all folding wheelchairs, the 
Samson Power Drive is simplicity itself to operate. 
Available as an active version, controlled by the user, 
or as an attendant operated model, the Samson 
Power Drive lends a helpful hand when needed and 
may be removed when not in use. 

For more details or a demonstration please call 
Gerald Simonds Healthcare FREE on 0800 220975. 
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Gerald Simonds Healthcare Ltd., 
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Tax and welfare 
rights expert 


Paul Lewis explains 
how to find out 


There has never been a more 
profitable time to check your 
tax and make sure you are not 
paying too much. 

The Government has admit- 
ted taking about £500 million 
too much tax off around nine 
million people, and it will only 
give it back if you ask for it. 

There are millions of mar- 
ried couples who are paying too 
much tax between’ them 
because they don’t arrange 
their savings to minimise the 
tax they pay. 

And, this year, the Inland 
Revenue (IR) looks likely to get 
at least one in ten tax codes 
wrong because of the complexi- 
ties of the new tax regime 
introduced in April. 

So you should check your 
tax, particularly if 
* you have money in a building 
society or bank deposit account 
* you were born before 6 April 
1930 
* you are married 
* you have a job or a pension 
from a job 
* you pay maintenance 
* your income has changed a 
lot recently or 
* you think you pay too much. 


Savings possibilities 

Since April 1991, interest on 
saving in a bank or building 
society have been taxed auto- 
matically at the basic rate of 25 
per cent. If your income is low 
and you do not pay tax, you 
can recover the tax that has 
been deducted. And you may 
be able to arrange that in future 
your interest is paid gross. 

Interest will be credited to 
your bank or building society at 
least once a year, appearing on 
your bank or building society 
statement or pass book. The 
interest is credited gross, but 
immediately after it there may 
be a debit item for tax on it. 
This will be equal to 25 per 
cent of the interest credited. If 
tax has been deducted at 25 per 
cent, ask yourself whether you 
should pay tax on it at all. If 
the answer is yes, should it be 
paid at only 20 per cent? 

It is quite easy to see if you 
should pay tax at all (though 
harder to work out how much 
that tax should be). First, add 
up your taxable income. Most 
income is taxable, but most dis- 
ability benefits are tax-free (see 
Table 1). 

Next, add up your tax 
allowances. Each year everyone 
is allowed to have a certain 
amount of income before tax 
has to be paid. 

There are two sorts of 
allowances - full and restricted. 
If you do have to pay tax, the 
restricted tax allowances are 
less valuable than the full ones. 

Everyone gets the personal 
allowance. A married couple 
gets an extra allowance which is 
normally allowed to the hus- 
band, though the wife can have 


Are you paying too much tax? 


some or all of it if she asks in 
time or if her husband cannot 
make full use of it. 

People registered as blind (or 
the equivalent in Scotland or 
Northern Ireland) get an extra 
blind person’s allowance. (For 
tax allowances, see Table 2.) 

Add up the tax allowances 
that apply to you. If your 
income is the same or less than 
your tax allowances, then you 
should not be paying tax. 

If your income is less than 
£3,000 above your full tax 
allowances (ignoring any rest- 
ricted tax allowance), then you 
should be paying tax on it at 20 
per cent not 25 per cent. You 
may be able to reclaim the extra 
tax deducted from your bank or 
building society interest. 


Table 2 


Tax allowances 1994/95 


Full tax allowances 
Personal allowance= 
Under 65 
65 to 74 
75 or more 
Blind person’s allowance 


Restricted tax allowances 
Married couple’s allowance 
Under 65 
65 to 74 
75 or more 


Additional personal allowance? 


year exceeds £14,200 


normally, the following year. 


Table 1 


Social security 
benefits and tax 


Not taxable 

Sickness benefit 

Invalidity benefit 

Attendance allowance 
Disability living allowance 
Severe disablement allowance 
Income support (except to 
unemployed people and strikers) 
Family credit 


Housing benefit 

Council tax benefit 

Child benefit 

Industrial injuries benefit 
War disablement pension 
Disability working allowance 


Taxable 

Unemployment benefit 
Widow’s benefit 

Retirement pension 

Invalid care allowance 
Statutory sick pay 
Incapacity benefit (new claims 
from April 1995) 


You can register to have the 
interest paid gross if your tax- 
able income is expected to be 
less than your allowances in 
1994/5. Form R85 is available at 
your bank or building society. 

If you have already paid tax 
on interest, you will have to ask 
for a refund. You can do that at 
any time if the overpaid tax is 
at least £50, though you will 
have to get a certificate of tax 


Widow’s bereavement allowance’ 


*These allowances may be reduced to the levels for under 65s if total income in the tax 
= Personal allowance depends on the age of the individual at 5 April 1995 

"Married couple’s allowance depends on the age of the older spouse at 5 April 1995 
1Widow's bereavement allowance is allowed in the year of the husband's death and, 


2Additional personal allowance is for a lone parent bringing up a child. 


deducted from your bank or 
building society. Or you can 
reclaim at the end of the year. 
You may be owed tax back to 
1991/2. Get a reclaim form by 
filling in another form, R95, 
obtainable from your tax office. 


Married couples: rearrange 
If you are married, there is 
scope to rearrange your 
finances to minimise your tax. 
If one of you has enough 
income to pay income tax and 
the other does not, it will save 
you tax as a couple if savings 
are put into the name of the 
person who does not pay tax. 
The interest can then be paid 
gross without a tax deduction. 
If you have a joint account, 
the Inland Revenue will assume 


£3,445 
£4,200* 
£4,370* 
£1,200 


£1,720 
£2,665* 
£2,705* 
£1,720 
£1,720 


that half the interest belongs to 
each of you and tax accordingly. 

If you decide to transfer cap- 
ital, it has to be given abso- 
lutely to the other person. The 
easiest way is to close the 
account and re-open it in the 
other person’s name, but take 
care to give the required notice 
to avoid any interest penalties. 

You can transfer shares using 
a standard stock transfer form 
from a legal stationers. There 
should be no charge. To trans- 
fer unit trusts, seek the advice 
of the trust organisation. If you 
have jointly owned National 
Savings products, you can 
transfer ownership from joint 
to sole using the appropriate 
form from the Department of 
National Savings. 


Tax codes can be wrong 

If you have a paid job or a pen- 
sion from a previous job, you 
will probably have a tax code. 
This tells your employer how 
much tax to deduct each week 
or month from your pay or 
pension. It is a way of collect- 
ing tax and, if it is wrong, you 
can get any over or under paid 
tax sorted out at the end of the 
tax year. 

Some city accountants have 
found that as many as four out 
of ten tax codes are wrong this 
year and the IR has admitted 
that as many as one in ten do 
turn out to be wrong. 

Your tax code is basically 


your tax allowance with the last 
digit knocked off. But if you 
get a taxable security benefit, 
such as retirement pension, or, 
from next April, incapacity ben- 
efit, the amount will be ded- 
ucted from your allowance first. 

If you get interest on a bank 
or building society account and 
pay tax at the lower 20 per cent 
rate, you can have an amount 
added to your tax code to repay 
the extra 5 per cent tax that is 
automatically deducted from 
your interest. It is called invest- 
ment income relief, and you 
may have to ask for it. 

The most difficult part of the 
tax code is a deduction which is 
applied to anyone who gets a 
restricted tax allowance, such 
as the married  couple’s 
allowance or widow’s bereave- 
ment allowance. 

These restricted allowances 
are included in the calculation 
of your tax code, and that 
means the code _ under-esti- 
mates your tax. But if they 
were ignored in calculating the 
tax code, it would over-esti- 
mate your tax. So a deduction 
is applied to the code, which 
tries to balance these two con- 
flicting forces and make the 
deduction correct. 

This deduction will only be 
right if the IR correctly esti- 
mates your income in 1994/5. 
So it is very important to get 
your tax checked at the end of 
1994/5 if you have a tax code. 

Even if you don’t think it is 
wrong, get your tax checked 
then. If you do think it is 
wrong, write to the tax office 
and ask for it to be checked and 
explained to you. 


u“ 
( SEE A CHEQUE with YOoR. 


NAHE ON (TT... HERE TAKE 
ONE OF THESE!" 


Two more gainers 
Two other groups should pay 
attention to their tax in 1994/5. 

People born before 6 April 
1930 should check they are get- 
ting the age allowance. A higher 
age allowance applies to those 
born before 6 April 1920. 

If you pay maintenance 
under a court order or legally 
binding agreement, or as 
assessed by the Child Support 
Agency, you should have an 
extra restricted tax allowance of 
£1,720. If you don’t tell the IR, 
no-one else will! 


The charity TaxAid gives free 
advice to people who cannot 
afford professional help. Tel: 071- 
624 3768 Yam-Ilam Mon-Fri. 
The IR has clear leaflets on var- 
tous tax topics, eg A Guide for 
People with Savings, IRI10. 
For help on claiming back over- 
paid tax or getting interest paid 
gross, freephone (0800) 660800. 
Help the Aged has a free booklet, 
Check Your Tax by Paul Lewis, 
tel: 071-253 0253. 


STANNAH MAKES 
STAIRS SAFER. 


| helps you 


Hello, Stan here. 


A Stannah 


Stairlift 
makes stairs 


safer and 


keep your 


independence. 
For your free information pack 
complete and return the coupon 
or call us today. 


When your thoughts turn to 


stairs turn to Stannah. 


@A= Phone FREE (0800) 715124 


or return the coupon below. 


Please complete and return to: Stannah Stairlifts Limited, 
Dept 7277, FREEPOST, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. 
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4 Count us in, but don't talk politics 


(3) Nasa Begum believes community care offers great opportunities to black disabled people 


DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 


Britain has reached a turning 
point in how it treats black dis- 
abled people. 

Community care legislation 
could provide a framework for 
changing the way services are 
designed and delivered to us. 
New ideas are rife. 

On the other hand, the argu- 
ing about “political correct- 
ness” and equal opportunities 
could push the needs of black 
disabled people out of sight. 
Caught up in the flavour of the 
month - race and disability 
rhetoric - black disabled people 
run the risk of being dropped 
later with nothing to show in 
terms of practical support. 

So this is a time to take stock 
of what has been learnt from 
our struggle so far, and to seize 
the opportunities that commu- 
nity care holds out. 


Where we have come from 
In the past, services have gen- 
erally ignored the needs of 
black disabled people, assuming 
we were the same as other dis- 
abled people. When our needs 
were acknowledged, it could be 
token, superficial - the Carib- 
bean evening, for example. 

The result was that we have 
not had access to the money 
and support we needed to live 
in the community. 

The Government’s White 
Paper, Caring for People (1989), 


the basis for community care 
reforms, acknowledged _ that 
black disabled people may need 
particular types of support. 
“Minority communities may 
have different concepts of com- 
munity care and it is important 
that services are sensitive to 
these variations. Good commu- 
nity care will take account of 
the circumstances of minority 
communities.” 

The National Health and 
Community Care Act (1990) 
said that consideration must be 
given to race, religion, culture 
and language. It was a starting 
point for addressing our needs. 


Family ties 

A commonly held assumption 
about black disabled people is 
that we prefer to stay with our 
families, so the whole idea of 
community care does not suit 
us. 

But, as the White paper said, 
community care is about “pro- 
viding the right amount of care 
and support to help people 
achieve maximum possible 
independence and give people a 
greater individual say in how 
they live their lives and the ser- 
vices they need to help them 
do so”. 

Black disabled people are no 
different from anyone else: we 
want choice and independence 
too. Policy makers and man- 
agers must recognise this and 
help us to achieve it. 


Looking to to buy a Scooter or 
a Powerchair right now? 


There is nothing mysterious 
or unique about our needs. 
Food, shelter, money, educa- 
tion, employment, support ser- 
vices and so on are vital 


forces black disabled people 
back on families or friends for 
support. 

It is dangerous to presume 
that black disabled people pre- 


Nasa Begum (left) with Millee Hill, another contributor 
AMANDA KNAPP 


ingredients. But the way those 
needs are met must take 
account of racism and our reli- 
gious, cultural and linguistic 
requirements. Often, for exam- 
ple, a shortage of black home 
helps and personal assistants 


YOU REALLY SHQULD 
READ THIS... 


your area, so post the coupon tox 
sure you have all the oe 
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fer to remain with their fami- 
lies. Some may, but for others 
the decision can be more com- 
plicated: living in a_ society 
where racism is a daily reality 
and support limited means the 
network of family and friends 
becomes vital. 


Independent living 
A growing number of black 
disabled people are striving 
towards independent _ living. 
How we put it into practice 
may differ in different commu- 
nities, but it is crucial that we 
should have the right to exert 
control over our lives in our 
own way. 

New methods of helping us, 
sensitive to our needs, must be 


developed. 
Care management, a corner 
stone of community care 


reform, which tries to provide 
needs-led services and value for 
money, offers a real possibility. 

Services are organised by 
individual workers or a team, 
who have their own budget and 
can take responsibility for 
assessing a disabled person’s 
needs and_ co-ordinating the 
services. 

Black disabled people have 
often had problems securing 
services, so having a named 
person responsible for plan- 
ning, co-ordinating and making 
things happen is appealing. 
However, success will depend 
on who is the care manager and 
how the needs of the disabled 
person are defined. 

Through bitter experience, 
black disabled people know that 
professionals often make 
assumptions about what is 


important, which leave the 


client even worse off. 


Value for money 

The way to make services 
needs-led and good value for 
money is to accept that racism 
and disablism are part of black 
disabled people’s experience 
and work to reverse this by 
involving us at every stage. 

Recruiting black and bi-lin- 
gual workers will help prevent 
inappropriate or insensitive 
behaviour. 

But black workers will not 
necessarily identify with a black 
disabled person’s experience. 
Without training and commit- 
ment, they will hold the same 
negative and paternalistic ideas 
about service delivery as some 
white, non-disabled people. 

Also, black workers rarely 
decide policy or procedure and 
so cannot prevent black dis- 
abled people from _ being 
excluded. For example, if we 
must complete a_ self-assess- 
ment form, many of us may be 
excluded because of language 
or lack of information about 
what we are entitled to. 

Again, if black workers do 
not have care management 
responsibility, it may be diffi- 
cult for them to design and 
negotiate a care package that 
challenges racism and empow- 
ers a black disabled person, for 
example, by recruiting an advo- 
cate from a black disability 
organisation, not a white person. 

It is also essential that white 
workers take responsibility for 
challenging racism and respond 
more effectively to the needs of 
black disabled people. Personal 
assistance for a young woman, 
for example, might need to 
include a black hairdresser. 

None of this will work if the 
problems of the past are not 
tackled. Other black disabled 
people must be __ involved, 
through the use of advocacy, 
training, or delegating the job 
to organisations of black and/or 
disabled people. 

Community care offers the 
chance to end the marginalisa- 
tion and exclusion of black dis- 
abled people. We must seize it. 

We must not let our futures 
be decided by the fickle winds 
of the equal opportunities 
debate. 


This article is an edited version of 
a paper Nasa Begum wrote for 
Reflections, Views of Black Di1s- 
abled People On Their Lives And 
Community Care, published in 
March by the Central Council 
for Education and Training in 
Social Work, Derbyshire House, 
St Chad’s Street, London WC1H 
SAD, tel: 071-278 2455. £12 
(inc p&p) 

Nasa Begum works part-time at 
the Race Equality Unit, National 
Institute of Social Work, and at 
the King’s Fund Centre. 


Disability Now June 1994 


13 


MH VEHICLE HEIGHT 7840mm (72.4in) MH VEHICLE HEIGHT 1778mm (70in) HM VEHICLE HEIGHT 1835mm (72in) 

MM PASSENGER AREA LENGTH 1500mm (59in) MM PASSENGER AREA LENGTH 7800mm (71in) MM PASSENGER AREA LENGTH 198/mm (78in) 
HH INTERIOR HEADROOM 1550mm (61in) MH INTERIOR HEADROOM 1500mm (59in) HH INTERIOR HEADROOM 1370mm (54in) 

HH ACCESS HEIGHT 1500mm(59in) MH ACCESS HEIGHT 1370mm(54in) HB ACCESS HEIGHT 1300mm(51in) 


DIESEL or PETROL inc LATEST SAFETY PACKAGE | 2.4 PETROL ENGINE/CATALYTIC CONVERTER/AUTO-OPTION DIESEL or PETROL/VARIOUS SEATING OPTIONS 


FROM £12,462 EX-WORKS § FROM £20,568 EX-WORKS § FROM £18,870 EX-WORKS 


+ Fax 0935 872853 _ 


- MIDLANDSANDTHENORTH = ~—_—s SCOTLAND 
fY¥Y LTD (DORSET) CLARKS INDEPEN NCE CENTRE (LEEDS) © ERSKINE PRODUCTS (LOCKERBIE) 
_ P 0532 588888 PHONE 0461 800651 


Disability Now June 1994 


14 COMMENT 


Letters to 


the Editor 
Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


Community care ... 

We, the members of Jane 
Campbell’s “local day centre in 
Kingston”, totally agree with 
her saying how vital it is for 
disabled people to have choice 
and a say in the way services 
are delivered (“Let’s get it 
right together”, DN, April). 
But we do not agree with the 
suggestion that we would all 
want the centre closed and be 
given our share of the budget 
to create our “own independ- 
ence, buy a car, adapt our 
house, use personal assistance”. 

Some of us already have 
personal assistants, either 
through Kingston’s 
independent living scheme, or 
the Independent Living Fund, 
and we choose to go to the 
centre, where we are able to 
make choices about activities, 
staff, and how the money is 
spent. 

We are, in fact, working 
with the council towards 
having the centre managed 
independently, though this will 
take some time. 

We have a joint management 
board (I am the vice-chair) 
made up of representatives 
from our members’ committee, 
the local disability 
organisation, a volunteer and 
managers from the social 
services department. At least 
60 per cent of the board must 


be disabled. In fact, members 
far out number staff from 
social services. 

In recent years, we have 
seen a change in the way the 
centre is run. Some major 
building work has taken place 
and we have been involved 
from the beginning, able to 
influence what has been done. 

Some of us have been on 
training courses so that we can 
work with the staff on a more 
equal basis. You cannot do 
some of the work unless you 
have had the training. 

We don’t feel that we are 
second-class citizens because 
we go to a day centre - we 
don’t see it as a dependency 
creating service. In fact, it is 
quite the opposite. 

I myself have learned new 
skills and am contributing 
rather than taking. Many other 
members feel the same. We 
also benefit from a good social 
life. We think Kingston is 
“setting it right together”. 
Margaret Earley 
Chair, Members’ Committee 
Crescent Resource Centre 
New Malden, Surrey 


... Gifferences ... 

Jane Campbell is so right to 
ask for a parcel of services for 
elderly and disabled people. As 
she says, community care is 
designed and delivered by 


_ PLAS MENAI), 


Plas Menai has built 
a solid reputation for 
providing courses 
for people A 
with disabilities ; 


fas The Centre's residential and teaching facilities are fully-equipped 
to cater for people with special needs and disabilities and our 
highly qualified staff have the experience to provide a safe, action 


packed week with some memorable moments 


JULY 3rd - 8th 
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fw Our multi-activity week is tailored to suit individual capabilities 
and needs:— It may include Dinghy or Catamaran Sailing, 
Powerboating, Climbing, Orienteering and Canoeing. 


WE ALSO OFFER 50% DISCOUNT FOR ENABLERS 


For further information, contact: Mrs. Annie Kerr, National Development Officer F.5.A.D. 
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people often ignorant of their 
wants and needs. 

Take my 92-year-old, 
registered blind, very confused, 
frail mother. As a carer, I find 
support services for her are 
scanty, over-long in the pipe- 
line stage and too scattered. 
What is needed is a package 
deal, administered by one, 
central body. This would 
assess mental and physical 
health and also organise day 
centre care, washing, nail 
clipping, etc. 

At present, the sorely 
harassed carer is given too 
little information and left alone 
to battle for the aged parent or 
disabled child when time and 
energy are both in short supply. 

It seems a game, where 
professional givers are ranged 
against the desperate carer. 
Only those who shout the 
loudest and longest are ever 
rewarded with a little help. 
This will have to change if 
there is any justice. 

Bel Bailey 
Stevenage, Herts 


«= Of Opinion 

Hopefully Jane Campbell’s 
article will open up the debate 
regarding decisions about 
where money is being spent 
and who is making those 
decisions. It is important that 
people who are feeling 
threatened by Jane’s ideas do 
not use their anger to prevent 
the debate continuing. 

Many of us, including Jane, 
know exactly what is wrong 
with current services. 

However, the important 
point is that we also have the 
answers regarding replacing 
those services with ones which 
provide empowerment, choice, 
dignity and control in the lives 
of disabled people. 


Our frustration is that 
because we are identified only 
as disabled people and not as 
“professionals” with adequate 
training and experience, we are 
not listened to. 

Ann Macfarlane 
Linda Laurie 
Surbiton, Surrey 


Not so spry 

I was concerned to read the 
comments from Chris Davies 
on If You See God, Tell Him 
(DN, January). 

Mr Davies made the 
assumption that the character 
in this tv programme, Spry, 
was eccentric and that his 
disability was incidental. 

An alternative interpretation 
is that Spry’s behaviour was 
secondary to the accidents he 
had suffered (as a result of 
brain damage). 

Certainly, with such injuries, 
it is possible for people to 
exhibit very strange behaviours, 
which could be interpreted as 
eccentric, and if this assumpt- 
ion is made by the contributors 
to your publication, then how 
can we begin to hope that the 
public will become more aware 
and open-minded? 

Sarah H Bernard MRCPsych 
Beckenham, Kent 


Car safety seminar 

I read with interest your report 
of the Research Institute for 
Consumer Affairs (RICA) 
seminar, which presented their 
findings on the safety of 
vehicle adaptations for disabled 
drivers if there was a crash 
(DN, May). 

Whilst I do not disagree 
with the comments about the 
need to keep down the cost of 
modifications, and the disabled 
drivers’ right to choose his 
own modifications and to 
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accept certain risks in driving, 
I do feel very strongly that 
people should be in possession 
of the facts in order to make 
informed decisions. 

Several of us participating in 
the seminar belong to the UK 
Forum of Mobility Centres. 

The main points of the day 
for us were that we gained a 
tremendous amount of 
knowledge from the two 
vehicle safety consultants, who 
spent the morning telling us 
how vehicles were built in 
relation to frontal, side and 
rear impacts. In the afternoon, 
they asked us to reflect on the 
implications of adding 
modifications should the 
vehicle be involved in impacts. 

Many of their suggestions 
did not involve additional cost, 
merely knowledge to choose 
appropriate controls, eg a rim- 
clamped steering aid rather 
than a diagonally-mounted bar 
when the steering wheel has an 
air-bag. Another good example 
was the mounting of nuts and 
bolts in hand controls, so that 
the sharpest protrusions were 
placed as far away from the 
driver as possible, rather than 
directly facing the knees. 

I believe the driving assess- 
ment centres have a role in 
helping disabled drivers to 
minimise the risk of additional 
injury on impact without 
increasing capital cost, bearing 
in mind the cost implications 
and obvious compromise. 
Morigue Cornwell 
Director 
Banstead Mobility Centre 
Carshalton, Surrey 
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No time to breathe 
Orange badge user Irene 
Jackson of Chigwell, Essex had 
a nasty brush with a traffic 
warden recently, according to 
The Sun. She had an asthma 
attack, pulled over into a taxi 
rank so as to use her inhaler, 
and got a £30 parking ticket. 
“T knew I shouldn’t have 
stopped there, but at least the 
warden could have shown 
some compassion”, she said. 


Leaves one breathless, doesn’t 
it? 


Night club ADA 

A night club in Los Angeles 
has been told by city officials 
to shut its main attraction, a 
shower area where nude 
dancers perform for the 
“pleasure” of male customers. 
Why? Were officials worried 
that the sight of all that wet, 
naked, steaming flesh would 
turn ordinary family men into 
slavering monsters? 

Not a bit of it. The shower 
area wasn’t wheelchair 
accessible and the club was 
said to be discriminating 
against wheelchair users want- 
ing to work as nude dancers. 

Maybe not quite what Pres- 


ident Bush had in mind when 
he signed the Americans with 
Disabilities Act in 1990. 
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DN goes to Northern Ireland 


Deafblind score a first 


Work has begun on a new shel- 
tered housing and _ training 
scheme for deafblind people in 
Carrickfergus. It is the first of 
its kind in Northern Ireland. 
The two bungalows and a 
day centre, due to open next 
year, will be run by Sense 
Northern Ireland - the National 
Deafblind and Rubella Associa- 
tion - and built by the Habin- 
teg housing association. 
Habinteg have received 
£240,000 from the Govern- 
ment’s Sheltered Housing Fund 
but Sense must raise another 


| £300,000 to pay for the project. 
An appeal has been launched. 


The bungalows will be split 
into flats and cater for up to 
ten deafblind young adults, 
who have both visual and hear- 
ing impairments and are some- 
times physically disabled as 
well. At the moment they are 
in long stay hospitals or away 


from their families in England. 

The day centre will have 
training facilities, office equip- 
ment and a soft play area. 
About 30 staff will give resi- 
dents and other deafblind peo- 
ple therapy, training in daily 
living skills and possibly voca- 
tional training. 

Sense’s__ regional _ services 
manager Margaret Dodds said: 
“The project is the culmination 
of a lot of hard work and a 
milestone in the _ charity’s 
development in Northern Ire- 
land. It is needed to bring the 
Province in line with other 
parts of the UK and Europe. 
Our aim is to give these people 
a better quality of life and more 
independence.” 


Donations to Jeremy Woods, 
Sense Northern Ireland, Purdys- 
burn Complex, Saintfield Road, 
Belfast, tel: (0232) 705858. 


Saturday sports club 


Disabled children in Belfast 
will soon be able to join a Sat- 
urday morning sports club. 

It will be based at Fleming 
Fulton School and meet once a 
month. Coaches will teach 
members how to take part in a 
wide range of sports, including 
archery, boccia and wheelchair 


basketball. 


The club will meet on an 
open day on 11 June when any- 


one can go along to try out the 
school’s sports facilities. 

Club co-ordinator Roger 
Grant said: “We want to give 
local disabled children the 
chance to try out a wide range 
of sports. It will be their club 
and they will be able to suggest 
what kind activities they want 
to have a go at.” 


Roger Grant, tel: (0232) 613877. 


Only 475 more miles to go: John Cairns (left) and ri Mcllmurray at the start of their 
marathon push for “money and justice” 


Four wheelchair athletes began 
a 476-mile marathon on 9 May, 
taking in more than 50 towns 
and lasting 16 days. 

The mega marathon aims to 
increase public awareness about 
the various forms of discrimi- 
nation facing Northern Ire- 
land’s 200,000 disabled people, 
and raise £150,000 for services 
for disabled people. 

It has been dubbed “the big 
push for money and justice” in 
some of the extensive media 
coverage the event has 
received. 


Six of the Province’s promi- 
nent businesses - Coca Cola, 
Desmonds, Mars, Pepsi, 
Agnews Commercials and KR 
Graphics - and Queen’s Uni- 
versity Physical Education 
Centre are sponsoring the event 
and have become founder 
members of the Xtra Mile 
Club, through which any indi- 
vidual, organisation or business 
can sponsor part of the route. 

BT Northern Ireland, the 
retailers Wellworths and BP Oil 
UK have paid for the logistical 
and administrative costs, ensur- 


VALERIE CATTERSON 


Big ed for civil rights 


ing that all the money raised 
will directly benefit disabled 
people. 

The marathon’s organiser 
Douglas King said: “We believe 
this event will tap into the 
enormous pool of goodwill that 
exists here towards people with 
disabilities. 

“This is not just another 
charity fundraiser, this is an 
ongoing battle to secure dignity 
and respect which people with 
disabilities should have as an 
integral part of their citizenship 
rights.” 


Baroness 
praises care 


partnership 


A pioneering partnership that 
gives information, advice and 
respite care to Belfast carers was 
praised by Health Minister 
Baroness Denton last month. 

She was speaking at an event 
held in Belfast Castle to cele- 
brate 18 months of partnership 
between the Princess Royal 
Trust for Carers, North and 
West Belfast Health and Social 
Services Trust for Carers, 
North and West Belfast Health 
and Social Services Trust, and 
local voluntary groups. 

Eight projects for carers have 
been jointly funded by the 
partnership. These include 
home help for carers of people 
with dementia, respite care for 
parents of children with learn- 
ing difficulties, information for 
carers and training for carers of 
people with a mental illness. 

Baroness Denton said: “This 
is a very important initiative, 
and | am very impressed by the 
variety of the schemes.” 


25 FAMILY TICKETS 
WORTH £12.50 EACH 
TO GIVE AWAY 


DN has 25 family tickets for Carrickfergus Castle 
and the thrilling Knight Ride to give away to the first 
25 readers to introduce a new paying subscriber to 
DN (Stand 6) at the Mobility Roadshow, 17-18 June, 
King’s Hall Complex, Belfast. Tickets are valid for 


one year. 


Experience a mediaeval adventure at Carrickfergus Castle, the 
largest Norman Castle In Northern Ireland. An audio-visual 
show and 20 historic life-size figures outside put you right in 
the action. Experience the castle’s dramatic sea-faring past 
and the many sieges and battles which have raged around it. 


Then cross the road from the castle, step into a specially 
adapted car and take a trip on the Knight Ride, the only 
themed monorail ride in Ireland. Travel back in time through 
more than 800 years of Carrickfergus’ history - a lively market 
scene, a haunted house and the landing of William of Orange. 


Don’t miss this great offer! Introduce a friend to 
DN and collect your free family ticket (2 adults, 
2 children) for a great day 
out in Carrickfergus. 
‘Ean attractions wheelchair cae 


Carrickfergus 
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: & Ride 


Specialists in Mobility 


for the Elderly & Disabled 
YOUR INDEPENDENCE IS 


OUR PRIORITY 


SHOPRIDER 


xx JUST LOOK «x 


A FOUR WHEELER 


AND ONLY 21%" WIDE 


Economy Enterprise at £1595 


SHOPRIDER: Economy — DeLuxe — Standard — Sunrunner 


We have a large selection of new and used three and four wheeled 
scooters and also electric wheelchairs. 


ALL ON SPECIAL OFFER — COMPETITIVE PRICES 
We offer Part Exchange & also purchase Used Vehicles 


( CALL FOR A SCOOTER DEMONSTRATION TODAY _) 


FREE home demonstrations on all models with no obligation. 
For details please phone 0895 622268 or fill in slip below 


For every Shoprider purchased from this advertisement, £25 will be given to DN. 
WE’LL COME TO YOU 


Please send me details on: 
4 Wheeled Scooters 


3 Wheeled Scooters 


Electric Wheelchairs 0 Reconditioned Vehicles 0 


OsElectrically Adjustable Beds 
Electric Lifting and Reclining Chairs 


** T would like a free home demonstration UO 


TEL DN6/94 


POSTCODE 


Send to: FMS of Ruislip, 42 Elmbridge Drive, Ruislip, Middx HA4 7UT 
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Poor relation in the pecking order 


Monica Wilson (below) is chief executive of Disability 
Action, a Northern Ireland umbrella group of over 160 
disability organisations. She explains why the 
disability movement in the Province has a long way to 


When you mention the word 
“politics” in Northern Ireland 
you can generate a whole host 
of responses, but very rarely is 
the word linked to disability. 

Within the province the 
equality agenda is fairly clear: 
discrimination on the grounds 
of perceived religion or political 
affiliation has the highest prior- 
ity, and gender discrimination 
ranks second. There is, as yet, 
no race law in N Ireland and 
people with disabilities have no 
access to anti-discrimination 
legislation. 

Yet N Ireland has the highest 
incidence of disability in the 
UK: 17.4 per cent of the adult 
population. It also has the high- 
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est incidences of social and eco- 
nomic deprivation, with more 
people in receipt of social secu- 
rity benefits than any compara- 
ble area of the country. We 
have poor housing, we live on 
the margins, on the social and 
economic fringes of Europe. 

So where does the disability 
movement rank in relation to 
this depressing scenario? In all 
honesty, it ranks very poorly. 

Although there are a number 
of disabled activists in N Ire- 
land, they are only beginning to 
come together to identify the 
issues we have in common, 
rather than to stress the things 
which keep us apart. 

Disability organisations in N 


go in the fight for equal rights for disabled people 


Ireland have organised along 
traditional lines, around a med- 
ical condition, and people have 
devoted their energies to pro- 
vide support and services for 
these groups. The tradition of 
voluntary work is strong. 

A small number of organisa- 
tions of disabled people, such 
as the N Ireland Polio Fellow- 
ship and the Disabled Drivers’ 
Association, operate here, but 
most are still organisations for 
disabled people. 

There are many reasons for 


cars 
test driving 

minibuses & coaches 
mobility aids & information 


personal and home equipment 


QTOR SHOW FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 


For further information, contact: 
Transport Unit, Disability Action 


2 Annadale Avenue, Belfast BT7 3UR 
Tel: (0232) 491011. Fax: 491627. Minicom: 645779 


the slower development of the 
disability movement in N Ire- 
land, such as the lack of local 
government - the so-called 
“democratic deficit” - and Par- 
liamentary procedures, which 
mean that legislation may take 
longer to process. The Chroni- 
cally Sick & Disabled Persons 
Act, for example, did not reach 
Northern Ireland until 1978, 
eight years after it was passed in 
England and Wales. 

The development of organi- 
sations of disabled people is 
beginning. Through Disability 
Action’s Access Committee, 18 
local access groups have been 
established. Local disabled peo- 
ple work with planners and 
providers to ensure that the 
local physical environment 
becomes barrier-free. 

These groups work together 
in a Forum, from which repre- 
sentatives are appointed to the 
Access Committee, which deals 
with strategic issues. Our 
Transport Advisory Committee 
has identified a cross-disability 
group to advise local transport 
companies on design criteria 
and customer care. 


Encouraging empowerment 
Slow, steady progress can be 
helpful: it can enable the real 
groundwork to be done which 
encourages real empowerment. 

If you have a situation where 
disabled individuals have never 
been asked to give their opinion 
about the smallest thing, then it 
is too simple to tack a “user” 
on to an existing structure and 
expect informed and construc- 
tive criticism, or to set up 
groups of disabled people and 
expect them to perform. 

Real involvement of disabled 
people is a process of inclusion 
and empowerment. One exam- 
ple of this is in Londonderry, 


where our office staff have 
brought together a group of 20 
disabled people. Working with 
the local BBC radio station, 
Radio Foyle, the 20 have 
undertaken a media training 
programme and elected repre- 
sentatives on to an_ editorial 
board which will produce a 
series of 20-minute magazine 
programmes on disability. 

They will decide the items 
and their order. They will have 
real power to influence, perhaps 
for the first time in their lives. 

BBC Ulster is watching with 
interest and is prepared to 
replicate the pilot project 
throughout N Ireland. 

Perhaps, as a result of our 
slow start, we may be able to 
become truly cross-disability, 
and as inclusive as possible. In 
N Ireland we have an opportu- 
nity to include all those who 
wish to participate in the move- 
ment of disabled people, 
regardless of the complexity of 
their disability. 

Certainly, the model used in 
Southern Ireland is of interest, 
where a small number of 
activists came together and, 
through a series of public meet- 
ings, launched the Forum of 
People with _ Disabilities. 
Branches have spread through- 
out the South, and the organi- 
sation’s success in campaigning 
for inclusion is remarkable. 


Republic out ahead 

The establishment of a Com- 
mission on the Status of People 
with Disabilities, reporting to 
the Minister for Equality & 
Law Reform, leads cynics to 
believe that the people of the 
Republic will achieve anti-dis- 
crimination legislation before 
we do. This appears more 
likely as we watch the Govern- 
ment’s antics over the Civil 
Rights (Disabled Persons) Bill. 

Disablity Action would prob- 
ably be perceived as an organi- 
sation for disabled people, but I 
think it represents real partner- 
ship in action. 

Disabled people work as pro- 
fessional staff at all levels of the 
organisation, and a range of 
services and support is available 
to disabled individuals. Tradi- 
tionally, although not a legal 
requirement, over half of the 
management committee are 
people with disabilities. 

All our work is based on a 
charter of personal, social, eco- 
nomic and legal rights which 
Disability Action demands for 
disabled people. 

A lot of good work has been 
done to convince the public of 
disabled peoples’ right to equal 
treatment, but we have a lot 
more work to do to convince 
disabled people of that fact. 

The most important task of 
all will be to support a move- 
ment of disabled people united 
and vocal in their demand for 
equal treatment. 


Disability Action address top right 


IN BRIEF 


Adaptable housing 

A booklet, Adaptable Housing, 
published by Disability Action 
at the end of May, has been 
designed to help upgrade the 
design standards of new hous- 
ing in the Province. 

It explains what an adaptable 
house is - no step at its 
entrance, wider doors and cor- 
ridors, low-level light switches, 
good living space, easy-to-open 
doors and windows, accessible 
bathrooms and easy-to-use taps 
and fittings - and includes 
some designs. 


Adaptable Housing, £5, from 
Disability Action, 2 Annadale 
Avenue, Belfast BT7 3UR, tel: 
(0232) 491011. Mark evelope 
“Adaptable Housing”. 


Care in Action Campaign 
The second in a series of semi- 
nars and conferences, Commu- 
nity Care and Older People - 
Assessing Needs and Meeting 
Costs, will be held on 21 June 
by Age Concern Northern Ire- 
land. 

The Care in Action Campaign 
is a response to the anxieties of 
older people and their carers 
about community care imple- 
mentation in the Province. It 
began with a conference, Map- 
ping the Changes, on 17 April. 


For seminar details or a report on 
the conference, contact Age Con- 
cern Northern Ireland, 3 Lower 
Crescent, Belfast BT7 INR. 


Double-decker design 


The Rehabilitation Engi- 
neering Centre in Belfast 
came up with this solution 
for a mum who needed to 
get about with both her 
daughter who has cerebral 
palsy and a new-born baby: 
a double-decker design. rec 


Giant US ski trip 
Ski-Ability a charity founded 
by staff at Musgrave Park Hos- 
pital, Belfast, to help rehabili- 
tate disabled people through 
skiing, is planning its second 
trip to the National Sports 
Centre for the Disabled in 
Winter Park, Colorardo. 

Between 50 and 100 people 
will go and pay a subsidised 
price, although the trip will cost 
£50,000-£100,000 altogether. 

The Centre can teach a wide 
range of disabled people to ski, 
including paraplegics, amputees, 
head injured and _ visually 
impaired people. 
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Even as I was interviewing 
Brendan McConville, the latest 
atrocity in Northern Ireland 
was on the news - a 76-year- 
old pensioner murdered 
watching TV. 

It happened just up the road 
from Brendan McConville. He 
lives in Dungannon and is the 
founder of the Buddy Bear 
' Trust which opened and funds 
the Dungannon Peto Institute, 
the first conductive education 
centre in Ireland. 

The violence has had its 
impact on the Trust too, and 
every death and every bombing 
makes it that much more 
difficult to raise the cash 
needed to run the institute and 
pay the salaries of the four 
conductors they have from the 
Peto Institute in Hungary. 

The Buddy Bears have had 
to curtail their fundraising 
evenings for fear of being 
targeted by one or other of the 
terrorist groups, and the 
institute only has enough 
funding for the rest of this 
term. 

But the work goes on, and 
will continue to go on as long 
as Mr McConville draws 
breath. It is a description he 
would hate, but the word 
“indomitable” comes quickly 
to mind when talking with him. 

After all, this is the man 
who has enlisted help from 
every MP in Northern Ireland 
- a first if ever there was one - 
and can number both the Pope 
and the Reverend Ian Paisley 
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Brendan McConville founded the Buddy Bear 
Trust six years ago and ended up opening the 
first conductive education centre in Ireland, 
staffed by conductors from Budapest. He 


spoke to Mike Helby 


among his supporters. 

Brendan McConville started 
the Buddy Bears six years ago 
after being asked to chair a 
meeting to raise money to send 
a local child with cerebral 
palsy to the Peto Institute in 
Budapest, Hungary. 

The group ended up 
sending over 200 children to 
Budapest before deciding that 
it was about time Ireland had 
its own centre, which, fittingly, 
given the institute’s emphasis 
on education, is an old primary 
school. 

One day, they hope the 
institute will be absorbed, and 
run and paid for, by the 
Department of Education in 
the Province. If that happens, 
Mr McConville plans to turn 
his energy to starting a network 
of centres across Ireland. 

A former teacher and now 
an education officer, he has a 
strong belief in the importance 


of education. He sees one of 
the institute’s key roles as 
making its 12 students strong 
enough to get the most benefit 
from what he describes as 
every child’s “magic moment” 
for learning. 

Talking with Mr 
McConville, it is easy to see 
that he must have been a good 
teacher. He has the Irish gift 
of engaging conversation, and 
an anecdote for every 
situation. 

Of his motivation, he says: 
“If you had a child and that 
child was locked in a room and 
crying, you would do 
everything you could to break 
down that door and you would 
ask everybody and anybody 
you could to help.” 

Aware of the controversy 
that conductive education can 
arouse, the Buddy Bears have 
adopted, he says, a “non- 
confrontational” stance to any 


Has 


Brendan “Buddy Bear” McConville in one of the class 
at the Dungannon Peto Institute 


critics. As he points out, there 
is enough confrontation already 
in Northern Ireland. 

Perhaps Mr McConville is 
best summed up by another of 
his anecdotes, this time 
borrowed from President 
Roosevelt: “Normal people 
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adapt to meet the needs of 
society. Different people 
attempt to make society change 
to meet their needs. It is those 
people that cause change.” 
With that in mind, I have 
no doubt that Brendan 
McConville is very different. 


RELIABILITY 


@ All Toyotas have an _ outstanding 
reputation for reliability. 


@ Independent surveys from around the 
world confirm them to be the most reliable 
cars on the road. 


@ This means we're able to offer youa3 


year or 60,000 mile manufac- @) TOYOTA 
turer’s warranty as standard. FREE 
— YEAR 
WARRANTY 


@ In addition there’s one 
year free RAC membership. 


AFFORDABILITY 


@ The Toyota range offers exceptional 
value for money, with special discounts 
available for all Motability customers, and 
low cost of ownership. 


@ There’s a Contract Hire scheme where 
you only pay for oil and petrol, all other 
maintenance costs are taken care of. 


@ Or Hire Purchase. After paying a 
deposit, simply use your DLA benefit or 
Mobility Supplement as your payments. 


SAFETY 


@ All Toyota cars have been designed 
from the outset with strength and safety 
the prime consideration. 


@ Reinforced safety cages and front and 
rear crumple zones are standard across 
the range. 


@ Most Toyotas in the range 
also have side impact bars, 
while ABS and airbags are 
also available on some models. 


CHOICE 


@ Toyota has the widest range of vehicles 
in the UK — from 3 and 5 door hatchbacks, 
4 door saloons and estates, to 8-seater 
people carriers. 


@ They come with wide opening doors 
and spacious interiors, and most have 
power steering as standard. 


@ In addition, a wide range of specialist 
equipment can be fitted to tailor your 
Toyota to your own individual requirements. 


TOYOTA. THE MOST RELIABLE CARS IN THE WORLD. FOR DETAILS OF YOUR NEAREST PARTICIPATING DEALER, CALL 0800 777555. 
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THE CAR IN FRONT IS A @ TOYOTA 
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With unemployment 
at 13.3 per cent, 
one of the highest 
rates in the UK, 
finding work in 
Northern Ireland if 


you are disabled is 
tough. But it’s not 
all doom and 
gloom, as DN 
found talking to 
Fred Williams and 
Jaqueline Magee 


From Irittle acor 


Ten years ago, Fred Williams 
was involved in a traffic 
accident and received head 
injuries that still affect his 
mobility. 

He had been a social worker 
and then the manager of a 
Youth Training Scheme, but 
the accident meant a six-year 
recovery period and a change 
in career. 


— 


Fred now runs ACORN, a 


sheltered employment scheme i in 


Belfast, which has been going 
for three years, and has 12 
people in jobs. 

He hopes to expand soon, 
get more people into jobs and 
become an RTO (recognised 
training organisation), which 
would make him eligible for 
central funding from the 


Training and Employment 
Agency of the Northern Ireland 
Office. 

At the moment, funding 
comes from Making Belfast 
Work, a Government 
organisation which was set up 
to encourage jobs and services 
in run-down areas of the city. 

He uses the network of 
enterprise parks in the Province 


When you see the new Carrycom for 


the first time, it can be something of a 


surprise. 


When you take a closer look, it 


becomes a real revelation. 


So small, so lightweight, so easy to take 


anywhere yet at the same time, so powerful, 


so flexible and so simple to use. 


Because it’s easy to carry, it’s easier 
to carry on a conversation. 


Based on an ultra-slim palm top 
computer, Carrycom can provide a 
realistic male or female voice, runs all day 
on rechargeable batteries and can be 


co 
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connected to a printer for written 
communication. While the sophisticated 
Aurora software improves pronunciation - 


and even predicts commonly used words 


and phrases. 


All this in a package that weighs less than 
3 pounds and is just 11" x 5.2" x 2.1". 

Carrycom - For people without the 
power of speech, it’s the power to make 


their voice heard. 


BOW Rainbow Rehab + Unit 15 + 7 Airfield Road * Christchurch * Dorset BH23 3TQ + Tel: (0202) 481818 


to find jobs for his members. 


ACORN is based in an 
enterprise park itself and fits p 
in well with that style of 
management structure. r 
He has adopted a holistic Ik 
approach to getting his 
disabled people into jobs. A 
“A lot of our members start 5 
off by not wanting to know b 


about the work side because 
they are scared it will interfere ke 
with their benefits. So the idea a 
is to get people to rebuild a h 
life for themselves,” he says. 

“We start by taking people C 
out horse riding with the v 
Riding for the Disabled b 
Association and then sticking a 
fish supper into them back at g 


the enterprise park. v 
a 
Confidence is the key u 


“Once they have built up some 


confidence again - and it does v 
take a bit of bottle to get up tl 
on the back of a horse, I know, (€ 
I used to have the whitest Vv 
knuckles Riding for the 

Disabled had ever seen - we 0 
bring up the subject of work tl 


and look at what they might 

want to do. (6 
“I would not try to pretend E 

to be completely non-directive, f 


Irish entre 


Eagle-eyed DN readers might reme 
Jaqueline Magee from a news story 
(DN, January ’93). She was one of 
disabled people from the Province 
two months in the US city of Pitts 
learning about running your own b 

Eighteen months later she is still 
business selling wheelchairs as MR 
No mean feat when, even now, wit! 
economy recovering, small business 
the wall everyday. She is also study 
business administration and finance 
college in her home town of Newry 

“Before going to Pittsburgh I ha 
thought of starting up some sort o 
business. A friend, Colin Roberts« 
suggested selling wheelchairs becat 
is a lot of dissatisfaction among wh 
users in Northern Ireland due to a 
understanding and knowledge. 

“Being a wheelchair user myself, 
seemed like the perfect business for 
I have since found that a lot of peoy 
rather buy a chair from somebody vy 
a chair. 

“But I was still unsure about thin 
finance and business planning. I wa: 
worried about whether or not I wou 
able to make enough to live on.” 


Turning dreams into reality 
“So, even though I had a dream, I 
Pittsburgh with some misgivings. B 
end of the two-month trip I was co 
that I could put my dreams into red 

“This was helped by the fact that 
placement in the States was in a lar 
medical supply warehouse, dealing 1 
with lightweight wheelchairs but all 
supplies. 

“The trip really gave me an insigh 
advantages and disadvantages of runt 
own business, plus the confidence an 
courage to give it a go. 
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-to make sure that the idea of 
loyment comes from inside the 
yat it works.” 
his members have range from car 
ry cleaning and working on a 
japer. 
ish (pictured right) has worked for 
ystal, a crystal glass manufacturer, 
mber last year, and is training to 
ngraver. 
| stroke ten years ago which has 

‘h epilepsy, a weakened left side 
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Jackie Bush checks over a piece or work. A stroke ten years ago left him with 
epilepsy, a weakened left side and dysphasia, but getting involved with ACORN 
got him back to work as a trainee glass engraver with the Belfast-based firm 
Aartisan Crystal. FRANCIS K NEILL STUDIO 
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A kickstart for disability arts, 
but in which direction? 


People spend a lot of time flat on their backs in the plaster 
theatre at Musgrave Park Hospital in Belfast, often being 
fitted with body casts. So, to prevent boredom setting in, 
ArtsCare, the charity dedicated to bringing the arts into 
hospitals, thought that ceiling and wall murals might help. 
The results, by artist Nora Gaston, certainly brought a 
smile to Rory Davidson’s face. PETER HUSTON 


by Michael Morgan 
Northern Ireland, it has to be 
said, has never been seen as a 
major player in the disability 
arts movement. But all that is 
set to change. 

“An exciting development” 
was how Dr Jeremy Harbison, 
the conference chairman and 
under-secretary of the 
Northern Ireland Department 
of Health and Social Security, 
described the first conference 
on arts and disablity in 
Northern Ireland, held on 12 
May at Craigavon Civic 
Centre. 

This sense of being at the 
start of something new was a 
recurrent theme behind most 
of the speeches. 

The US ambassador to 
Ireland, Jean Kennedy-Smith, 
spoke of her own commitment 
to disability arts in Ireland, 
and her role in Very Special 
Arts, the main arts and 
disability organisation in the 
Republic. 

Close north/south co- 
operation in all areas of 
disability art was repeatedly 
assured throughout the day, 
and the commitment to 
disabled people was further 
underlined by Donal Deeny 
QC, chairman of the Arts 
Council of Northern Ireland. 

The conference was the 
culmination of months of 
intense effort by the Arts and 
Disability Forum, a sub-group 


A breakthrough in pneumatic swing phase control technology 
The SNOOLITE Intelligent Prosthesis 


Microprocessor technology for 
lower limb amputees 


The Endolite Intelligent Prosthesis, part number 019427. 
Contact our Sales Department on 0256 465771. 
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set up within the Arts Council 
of Northern Ireland for this 
purpose. 

The Forum itself represents 
a coming together of various 
arts and disability organisations 
in Northern Ireland, such as 
ADAPT, Open Arts and 
Artscare, as well as interested 
disabled people themselves. 

Reaction to the conference 
was, in the main, favourable. 
Although nobody was entirely 
sure as to what direction 
disability arts in Northern 
Ireland is headed - still less 
what direction it should be 
headed - there was a general 
feeling all round that we were 
at last on our way. 

“A very good start,” was 
how Elspeth Morrison, one 
of the main guest speakers, 
who works for the BBC 
Disabled Programmes Unit, 
described her overall 
impressions of the day. 

Away from the main 
conference hall, a series of arts 
workshops were held, ranging 
from mask making to 
computer-assisted music 
presentations and an excerpt 
from Replay’s drama 
production The Great I Am. 
There was also a lunchtime 
performance by 22 dancers 
from the Killadeas Dance 
Group. 

Back in the main hall, the 
conference ended with a 
discussion on “The Way 


@ No need to alter gait to compensate 


for different speeds 


@ Simple programming procedures 
to meet individual needs 
@ Adjusts automatically to different 


speeds after programming 
@ All the advantages of hydraulic control 
with less effort and no weight penalty 


@ Accepts a wide range of foot and 


ankle configurations 


@ Comprehensive socket fittings 
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Telephone: 0256 465771 


Chas. A Blatchford & Sons Ltd, Lister Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG22 4AH, 
United Kingdom 


Facsimile: 0256 479705 


Forward”, which could have 
been subtitled: “Where do we 
go from here?” 

However, at 4.50pm, with 
the conference winding up, 
perhaps this wasn’t the best 
time to discuss matters 
cerebral. 


Michael Morgan is a freelance 
journalist and Open Arts member. 


Douglas 
dinosaur 
triumphs 


A dinosaur design has won 
Stuart Douglas, 14, (above) 
from Limavady High School, 
Co Londonderry, a cup and 
£25 for the best overall entry 
in the 1994 National Deaf 
Children’s Association’s art 
competition. 

Two hundred hearing 
impaired young people from all 
over Northern Ireland took 
part, competing in five age 
groups. An exhibition was held 
in Belfast in May. 

Stuart won overall prize for 
the second year running. Last 
year he featured Minnie and 
Mickey Mouse at Disney. This 
year, inspired, he says, by the 
film Jurassic Park, he did a 
collage, sticking on bits of 
paper torn from magazines. 

James O’Neill, a fellow of 
the Ulster Academy of Art and 
a judge, said: “We are constantly 
surprised at the numbers 
entering this competition and 
the diversity of the subjects 
painted. It is very difficult to 
pick the winners.” 

The winners were: 

Under 6 years, Stephen Kennedy 
6-9 years, Patrick Lavell 

9-12 years, Simone Smith 
12-14 years, Peter McCamphill 
14-16 years, Stuart Douglas. 
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Lucky Lizzie gets good respite care 


Joan Shannon lives 
in an area with 
good respite care, 
where parents’ 


needs are listened 
to. Others are not 
so lucky, she finds 


Our 13-year-old daughter, who 
has severe learning difficulties 
and multiple disabilities, goes 
off cheerfully to stay with her 
“respite care” family for one 
weekend a month, with a 
longer spell in the summer. 

She is one of 42 children 
receiving free respite care on a 
regular basis from 27 trained 
and assessed host carers in the 
Causeway unit of management 
in County Antrim. 

Causeway is within the 
Health and Social Services 
(HSS) Northern Board. 
(Northern Ireland is divided 
into four administrative areas: 
North, South, East and West.) 

The respite scheme has been 
operating for six years and, 
according to respite care co- 
ordinator Ruth Morrison, most 
children in the area whose 
carers have asked for respite 
are now getting it. 

There are plans to extend 
the scheme to physically 
disabled children and to adults 
with learning difficulties, as 
some children near adulthood. 

A domiciliary scheme has 
just started, with a trained 
person coming to look after a 
child in the child’s home. 

We parents would like a 
small, local, residential facility, 
offering emergency cover, 
because however concerned 
and well-intentioned the host 
families might be, they have 
their crises and problems too. 
Our views were heard sympa- 
thetically by our director of 
social services in February, but 
no answer has been given yet. 

Barnardo’s has free, family- 
based schemes in every area 
except the West. Its Home 
from Home project at 
Magherafelt (Northern Board) 
includes Cherry Lodge, a 
three-bed residential unit at 
Randalstown. 

The manager, Matt Collier, 
has a brain damaged son, aged 
ten. For him, “Respite care is 
about child-centred need as 
well as being parent oriented. I 
would define respite care as 
something which is carefully 
planned over a long period of 
time, offers the child a variety 
of experiences and where the 
main aim of the service is to 
enhance the development of 
the individual child.” 

But he thinks a residential 
unit is not the answer for 
emergencies, as booking 
arrangements have to ensure 
that a unit covers its costs. 

Linda McClure, another 
Barnardo’s worker, who runs a 
“respite resource unit” at 
Willowgrove in Banbridge 


(Southern Board) agrees. “We 
try to keep a bed free for a real 
emergency, but it is difficult ... 
we may have to ask a family to 
change a booking so that we 
can admit an emergency.” 

Our daughter, Lizzie, has a 
twice-weekly free visit from a 
Crossroads Care paid 
attendant, who usually gives 
her a bath. 

Crossroads aims to provide 
high quality, flexible and 
adaptable home-based respite. 
Their thirteen schemes help 
carers of disabled children, as 
well as elderly, sick and 
disabled adults. 

While no Barnardo’s or 
Crossroads schemes exist in 
the Western Board, Foyle 
Carers in Derry have been 
offering a domiciliary service 
for five years, using volunteer 
helpers. They also run a 
carers’ support group. 


Pioneering respite 

In Omagh, also in the Western 
Board, family-based respite is 
ten years old. When hospital 
admission 34 miles away in 
Derry was the only respite 
available - not the last-ditch 
emergency option it is today - 
a group of parents campaigned 
for local provision. 

Co-ordinator Delma Irvine 
says that the supply of host 
families has to be replenished 
regularly, but one host carer 
has been with them all along. 

Urban, family-based respite 
schemes, like Breakaway in 
Belfast (Eastern Board) are less 
successful than in the rural 
areas. Claire Waring, a respite 
co-ordinator, said: “Recruit- 
ment is slow and there is an 
urgent need for more host 
families. Our waiting list is 
long and getting longer.” 

The small administrative 
area covered by the scheme 
means that people often get 
referred back to their home 
area. “And south Belfast has a 
very mobile population, with a 
lot of students and elderly 


No respite problems for Lizzie Shannon: she “cheerfully” leaves Joan for her other family 


people.” 

Gail McKibben, from 
Belfast, is a spokeswoman for 
Families in Contact and has a 
ten-year-old son with Down’s 
Syndrome. She says: “Two- 
thirds of our members are 
single parents. There is very 
little in the way of respite in 
this area, especially for 
children with profound 
disabilities. For every child 
they take ... there seem to be 
scores on the waiting list. 
Respite is a totally individual 
thing for each family, so you 
need a range of options to 
have a real choice. We are 


JIM McCOLL/CARERS NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 


lucky to get any respite at all, 
never mind a choice.” 


Government report 
Promoting Social Welfare, a 
Government report on personal 
social services, published in 
March, admitted “there is still 
unmet need” for respite care 
for people with learning 
difficulties. It talked of a major 
survey by Mencap, funded by 
the Northern Ireland 
Department of Health and 
Social Services, which will be 
published soon. 

For children with physical 
disabilities, finding respite care 


can be desperate. Last month 
Brian Mcllwaine, advice officer 
at the Dial Centre in Belfast, 
had a paraplegic girl, aged 
eight, for whom he had tried 
all the usual contacts. “It 
seems there’s nowhere for 
children under 16 ... Holiday 
places like the Share Centre in 
Fermanagh are booked up 
months in advance. I’ve spent 
two days on and off the 
telephone ... The mother is 
under great pressure. It’s a 
terrible condemnation in this 
day and age, especially where 
children are concerned.” 

Respite care in Northern 
Ireland is patchy and varies 
even within each Board. Most 
schemes concentrate on child- 
ren with learning difficulties, 
although this may be changing. 

Services are usually free, 
except for Board residential 
care, which is means-tested. 

The growth of HSS trusts, 
now up to 13, has worried 
some parents, who fear they 
may have to start paying. 

But, according to a spokes- 
person for the Eastern Board, 
where all units now have trust 
status: “The advent of trusts 
does not change the existing 
arrangements for respite care.” 


Promoting Social Welfare, the 
chief inspector’s first annual 
report 1993, Social Services 
Inspectorate (NI), should be in 
your local library. 

Barnardo’s, tel: (0232) 672366. 
Crossroads Care, tel: (0232) 
310603. 

Mencap, tel: (0232) 691351. 


New Insurance Scheme 
to Help you “Keep Mobile” 


Motorists with disabilities have special requirements when they have an accident and their car has to be 
repaired. To be deprived of mobility and independence is devastating and is only catered for adequately by 
Fish Insurance under their “Keep Mobile” scheme. 


As Fish Insurance are UK’s leading insurer of 
people with disabilities, with probably more 
knowledge of the needs of disabled people than 
any other insurer, you will find many cover 


improvements built into the policy and not 


available anywhere else. 


e “Keep Mobile” provides free car hire or taxis 
from day one and immediate repairs may be 
undertaken anywhere in the UK. 


Medical certificates are not required and high 


injury cover is given. 


Wheelchairs are covered 


Protected Bonus (no loss of no claims 
discount in the event of an accident). 


“Keep Mobile” is available on cars and vans 
modified for disabled passengers. 


Adaptations & modifications are replaced on a 
new for old basis irrespective of the age of 
the car which gives much higher write-off claim 


settlements. 


Cover for any driver over age 21 years. 


“Keep Mobile” is guaranteed to cost 10% less 
than you comprehensive renewal with your 


current insurer. 


‘Keep Mobile’ 
Car Insurance for 
People with Disabilities 


Guaranteed 
to save you 
money 


Provides the 

. widest cover 
available 
in the UK 


available from 
M.J. Fish & Co. 
FREEPOST 
PRESTON 
PR2 2BR 
Tel: (0772) 
724442 


; e Please send more information on “Keep Mobile” Car Insurance 
_| My policy is due for renewal on 


“Keep Mobile” comes with a 7 day “no quibble” money back guarantee. 


The service and care that you will receive from Fish Insurance is exceptional and not restricted to cars. 
They offer many other types of insurance, specially designed for people with disabilities and it is 
worthwhile sending for their free insurance leaflet. 
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Need 
advice? 


help and 
Want to 


know what's going 
on in Northern Ire- 


land? DN’s _ info 
guide points you in 
the right direction 


INFORMATION/ADVICE 


Arthritis Care, 31 New Forge 
Lane, Belfast BT9 5NO, tel: 
(0232) 669882. Advice, 


information and a newsletter. 


Carers National Assoc- 
iation, 113 University Street, 
Belfast BT7 1HP, tel: (0232) 
439843. Information and 
advice. Helpline, weekdays 
9.30am-12.30, daily 7pm-11pm, 
tel: (0232) 246262. 


Disability Action, 2 
Annadale Avenue, Belfast 
BT7 3UR, tel: (0232) 491011. 
Campaigns for improvements 
in benefits and services for all 
disabled people. Telephone 
information service, weekdays 
2pm-3.30pm. Benefits infor- 
mation line, Mondays 10am- 
Ipm and 2pm-4pm. 


Disabled Drivers  Asso- 
ciation, 159 Ravenhill Road, 
Belfast BT6 OBP, tel: (0232) 
484492. Advice and information. 
Local groups in Londonderry, 
Newry and Belfast. 


Down’s Syndrome _ Assoc- 
iation, 28 Bedford Street, 
Belfast BT2 7FE, tel: (0232) 
243266. Network of 13 parent 
support groups and a resource 
centre open daily, 9!am-4pm. 


Family Planning  Assoc- 
iation Northern Ireland, 113 
University Street, Belfast 
BT7 1HP, tel: (0232) 325488. 
Training, resources and support 
on sexuality for disabled people 
and professionals. 


Habinteg Housing Assoc- 
iation Limited, 12 Sullivan 
Close, Holywood BT18 9HL, 
tel: (0232) 427211. —Inde- 
pendent living schemes for 
disabled people. 


Multiple Sclerosis Society 


Northern Ireland Branch, 34 


Annadale Avenue, Belfast 
BT7 3JJ, tel: (0232) 644914. 
Information and advice. 18 
local groups. 


NICOD, Malcolm Sinclair 
House, 31 Ulsterville 
Avenue, Belfast BT9 7AS, 
tel: (0232) 666188. Accomm- 


odation, training and support 


for people with physical 
disabilities. 

Northern Ireland Chest, 
Heart and Stroke 
Association, 21 Dublin 


Road, Belfast BT2 7FJ, tel: 
(0232) 320184. Information, 
advice and leaflets. 


Sense, Resource Centre, 
Knockbracken Healthcare 
Park, Saint Field Road, 
Belfast BT8 8BH, tel: (0232) 
705858. Support and advice for 
deaf-blind young people. 


174 Trust Carers Social 
Group, 174 Trust, Salt- 
shaker Centre, 174 Antrim 
Road, Belfast BT15 2AJ, tel: 
(0232) 747114. Support, 
friendship and social events. 


EQUIPMENT 


Bradbury Surgicals, Boucher 
Road, Belfast BT12 6QS, tel: 


(0232) 663135. Lightweight 
wheelchair and sports chair 
supplier. 


Disablecare, 339/343 Done- 


gall Road, Belfast BT12 
6FQ, tel: (0232) 230744. 
Mobility vehicles and 
wheelchairs. 


Disabled Living Centre, 
Musgrave Park Hospital, 
Stockman’s Lane, Belfast 
BT9 7JB, tel: (0232) 669501 
ext 2708. Demonstration, 
assessment and _ information 
service on equipment for 
disabled people. Visits to the 


centre must be arranged in 
advance. 


Homecare, 11 Great 
Northern Street, Lisburn 
Road, Belfast BT9 7FT, tel: 
(0232) 664167. Supplies and 
maintains all types of disability 
equipment. 


MG McElmeel, 15 Bally- 
scandle Road, Armagh BT61 
8BL, tel: (0861) = 525333. 
Suppliers of equipment for 
disabled drivers and passengers. 


The 
Company, 
Crescent, 
Ballymena, 
881590. Ramps, 


Moorings Marketing 
12. Markstown 

Cullybackey, 
tel: (0266) 
bath and 


shower units supplier. 


All aboard: The Share Holiday Village is a non-profit 
making holiday centre where disabled and able-bodied 
people can join in a range of activities together. Situated on a 
33-acre site on the shores of Upper Lough Erne, the facilities 
are purposely built to meet the needs of disabled visitors. For 


details, contact Share, 


Smiths 


Strand, Lisnaskea, Co. 


Fermanagh BT92 0EQ, tel: (03657) 22122. 
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Made from acrylic and housed in black plastic, it 
does not break easily, and it is safe to carry around. 
The large glass is 90mm in diameter and magnifies 
by two-and-a-half times. There is also a small, round 
insert which increases magnification to five times for 


For extra illumination, a 6v lamp, operated by a slide 
switch, will light up the area beneath the glass, 
making it ideal for map reading at night or for comfort 
lighting. Four R6 batteries are needed for the light, 
and we have included these in our offer. 
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ILLUMINATED MAGNIFYING GLASS ONLY £6.75 (inc p&p) 


This illuminated magnifying glass is ideal for reading small print, stamp collecting and looking closely at 
fiddly jobs such as sewing, modelling or glueing small 


We are sure you will find endless uses for this handy 
magnifier both around the home and when you are out. Buy one for £6.75 
or save money and buy a pair for £12.75. (Postage and packing are 


ere Signature’23 fe, see 
end to: DN Magnifying Glass Offer, JEM House, Little Mead, Cranleigh, Surrey GU6 8ND within a week. 


Suenvis oeuetiecered 48 hrs of receipt. Please 


CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 


0483 268888 


Orders are processed within 


allow 21-28 days for delivery. 
If you are not satisfied, we 
will refund your money if you 
return the goods undamaged 


M R Mobility, 15 Commons 
Hall Road, Newry, tel: (0693) 
65755. New and _— used 
lightweight wheelchair supplier. 


SERVICES 


Disability Action Driver 
Assessment’ Service, 2 
Annadale Avenue, Belfast 
BT7 3UR, tel: (0232) 
491011. Driver assessment 
centre to help any disabled 
person who wants to drive. A 
mobile assessment service is 
available outside Belfast. 


Phabline Mobile  Infor- 
mation Coach, 24-26 North 
Street Arcade, Belfast BT1 
IPB, tel: (0232) 322690. 
Mobile advice and information 
service for disabled people 
unable to gain access to other 
information services. 


Staying Put, 3 Redburn 
Square, Holywood BT18 
9HZ, tel: (0232) 428314. Helps 
elderly and disabled people to 
remain in their own home by 
repairing it, improving it or 
adapting their existing 
accommodation. 


PUBLICATIONS 


Diary Dates, a _ monthly 
newsheet which lists events 
organised by members of 
Disability Action. For 
subscription rates, contact the 
Policy and Communication 
Department, Disability 
Action, 2 Annadale Avenue, 
Belfast BT7 3UR, tel: (0232) 
491011. 


Fermanagh Talking News- 
paper, a weekly round-up of 
local news and events. Free to 


people with a visual 
impairment. Details from 
Arthur Mitchell, Derrygiff, 


Enniskillen, tel: (0365) 348764. 


WHAT'S ON 


Mobility Roadshow, Belfast, a motor show for disabled people 
on 17-18 June at the King’s Hall, Belfast. Come along to the DN 
stand and meet the team (see special subscriber offer on page 15). 
Details from the Transport Unit, Disability Action, 2 Annadale 
Avenue, Belfast BT7 3UR, tel: (0232) 491011. 


For Care and Action, a seminar on assessing older people for 
community care packages on 21 June in Ballymena. Free. Details 
from Lorna Carnegie, Age Concern Northern Ireland, 3 Lower 
Crescent, Belfast BT7 1NR, tel: (0232) 245729. 


Agencies in Consortium for Education and Training - Creating 
a Vision for 2000 and Beyond, a conference on developing 
citizenship for people with severe learning difficulties on 22-23 June in 


Belfast. Details 


from Belfast Institute of Further Education, 


Brunswick Street, Belfast BT2 7GX, tel: (0232) 245891. 


Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Week, a series of events 
organised around Northern Ireland on 4-10 July. Details from the 
Alzheimer’s Disease Association, 11 Wellington Park, Belfast BT9 


6DJ, tel: (0232) 664100. 


Down’s Syndrome Awareness Week, fundraising, social events 
and activities around Northern Ireland on 4-10 July. Details from 
the Down’s Syndrome Association, 2nd Floor, 28 Bedford Street, 
Belfast BT2 7FE, tel: (0232) 243266. 


Mothers and Toddlers Group for Deaf Children, weekly 
meetings at the Ulster Institute for the Deaf, Wilton House, 5 
College Square North, Belfast BT1 6AR, tel: (0232) 321733. 


Long Mat Bowls, every Sunday at the PT Watson Stadium, Belfast. 
Details from Northern Ireland Paraplegic Association, 2 Annadale 
Avenue, Belfast BT7 3UR, tel: (0232) 491011. 
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ARTS 23. 


International 
Very Special 
Arts Festival 


The first International Arts 
Festival, in May, brought 
together disabled artists of all 
artforms from around the globe. 

Organised by Very Special 
Arts of the USA (logo above) 
in a European setting, 

Brussels, the Festival 
highlighted Disability Arts 
world-wide - not an easy task - 
and there were inevitably 
problems of organisation. 

However, it was a rare oppor- 
tunity to meet artists from every 
country in the world and every 
state in the USA. 

As my band, Fish Out of 
Water, was performing, the 
first two days were rather 
taken up. Heart ’n’ Soul were 
there as well. 

The third and last day 
allowed me to take in some of 
what was going on. I was 
impressed by the profession- 
alism. Disability Arts is alive 
and thriving. Some countries, 
like Spain, the USA and 
England were more advanced, 
yet each country had 
something to offer and all 
those attending had the 
opportunity to observe or 
perform, or do both. 

I saw a visual arts exhibition 
by the 12 member states of the 
European Union, which 
included work from Joyce 
Finney, Colin Hambrook and 
Ivan Baron. I heard poetry 
from Rhode Island, USA, and 
saw dance from Nigeria, 
theatre from Iceland and music 
from Spain. 

My overall impression was 
positive. The USA successfully 
staged a worldwide festival in 
Europe. Maybe Europe should 
take a leaf out of the USA’s 
book and do the same for itself. 

Genie Cosmos 


ARTY FACTS 


Artsline is to take over the 
sign language performance 
listings previously in DAIL 
Magazine. Up-to-date 
computer print-outs available. 
Minicom/tel: 071-388 2227. 


Want to train for the theatre? 
Jackson’s Lane Theatre runs 
two annual courses leading to a 
City & Guilds qualification. 
Contact the development 
worker, tel: 081-340 5226. 


For video list, see page 26 


Blink, it might go away 
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Dr Ryan Pierce (Peter Friedman) takes a gander at Emma Brody’s (Madeleine Stowe) cornea 


FILM 


Andy 
Kimpton-Nye 


I guess, and I hasten to add 
it’s an informed guess, that 
one of the main reasons behind 
director Michael Apted’s 
decision to make this below 
par romantic thriller was a 
desire to recreate what it’s like 
for a blind woman who regains 
her sight. 

What leads me to this 
conclusion? The press notes 
about the production. In these, 
it is apparent that director 
Apted, cinematographer Dante 
Spinotti and visual effects 
supervisor Art Durinski had a 


Acting 


This Soft Room is not, as its 
name implies, a safe, defined 
space in which to tumble 
amongst soft objects. It is an 
installation which includes an 
exhibition and live performance 
by actors/performers, musi- 
cians, computer/video experts 
and sound technicians. I visited 
it at the Stoke Newington 
Library, London, in April. 
The exhibition is in the Soft 
Room, where pictures and 
computer images are projected 
on to two huge screens set at 
right angles to each other. 
Changing images on the 
screens present a series of 
“rooms” which the visitor can 
interact with - fantasy worlds 
of moons and stars on a 
shifting sea of psychedelic 
colour, an arm reaching out, 
the hand exploring, talking 
heads. Very “Monty Python”. 
The screens and images are 
enormous. At first I felt 
extremely small and vulnerable. 
It was difficult to make 
sense of what was going on 
until Simon Bigg, the visual 


ball playing around with 
special lenses, filters and 
digital computers to concoct a 
style they dubbed “Emma- 
vision”, the visual world of the 
female lead in the film. 

Emma (Madeleine Stowe) 
was blinded as a child. Her 
mother caught her putting on 
make-up and smashed her 
head into the mirror as a 
punishment. The adult 
Emma’s disability is linked to 
the trauma of this episode as 
much as anything else. 

(Isn’t it amazing how so 
many forms of physical 
impairment are explained away 
as being “in the mind”?) 

Making her way in the 
world as a musician, Emma is 
offered a double cornea 
transplant and is able to see 
again. But she witnesses a 
serial killer hot-footing it away 
from her neighbour’s flat. 
Emma has “seen too much”. 


ART TECH 


media expert, explained that 
the computer controlled the 
interaction of the images. By 
stepping into the space in front 
of the screens and shadow- 
touching the images, you 
interact with the computers. 

There were also performances 
by Acting Up, an arts charity 
working with people with 
profound learning difficulties. 

First, a video gave us a 
wheelchair eye view of the 
inside of an institution, 
probably Malpas community 
home, where the profoundly 
disabled performers lived. We 
had a “virtual reality” exper- 
ience of being wheeled at great 
speed, seeing a table and 
pictures rear up and recede, 
being hurtled in one direction, 
only to stop abruptly. We 
heard weird percussion sounds, 
hollow and echoing. 

Next, we saw a shadow in a 


Is her newly restored sight 
playing tricks with her? 
Detective John Hallstrom 
(Aidan Quinn) thinks not. He 
decides his best bet to catch 
the killer is to stick around 
Emma. Particularly as it 
becomes clear she could be the 
next victim. And, well, John 
just can’t keep his hands off her. 

All this is engagingly played 
by Stowe, who starred in The 
Last of the Mohicans, Quinn, and 
as Benny from Benny & Joon. 

What, for the most part, is a 
pedestrian thriller turns out to 
be downright preposterous 
when we discover the workings 
of the serial killer’s mind. He 
was obsessed with a young 
woman who died and donated 
her organs to medicine. And 
now he wants them back. 

It seems like the makers of 
Blink were so preoccupied 
with “Emmavision” they forgot 
about plausible motivation. 


Up’s Soft Room 


wheelchair behind a lighted 
screen. There was an 
unbearable cacophony of 
percussion and the figure 
seemed to strain upwards in an 
attempt to understand the 
sounds. Like the wheelchair 
ride, things were outside our 
control, with no chance of us 
interacting. Is this the 
experience of people with 
profound learning difficulties? 

A mobile performer joined 
in. They came into the light, 
interacting by simple 
percussion and voice. This was 
lovely. The sounds made me 
think of a whale or a dolphin’s 
call, reflected in sea-like 
visuals on the large screen. 
Real communication. 

Finally, another video gave a 
brief history of Acting Up and 
their one-to-one approach. 

As I could not take a group 
from my school, I can’t imagine 
what their response might be. 
My own was mixed. 

Sally Burrows 


Future dates: tel: 071-275 9173. 


lees To ARN 
TV 


Chris Davies j 
ie VE nts 1 ote La we 
Exceptional is the word for 7he 
Lowdown Sam (10 May, 
BBC1). A really positive 
portrayal of a young Asian boy 
with cerebral palsy, which 
showed other film makers the 
way forward. But exceptional 
in other ways too. Sam is 
extremely impaired and to 
treat him as the subject is a 
“double-edged sword”. It 
could have been, but wasn’t, 
full of tragic/brave messages. 

The film was targeted at 
children, and it did imply that 
disabled children were all like 
Sam (his contemporaries at 
special school were also 
severely impaired). A small 
qualification, but important 
because children do need 
accurate information. 

The film was also except- 
ional in that the family, having 
received compensation for the 
circumstances of Sam’s birth, 
were not short of equipment. 
He also appeared untouched 
by the disabling factors of 
Asian culture. 

These were the subject of 
Fighting the Odds in the series 
East (27 April, BBC2), an 
objective look at the less 
attractive side of traditions and 


habits which accompany 


cultures and religious beliefs. 

I’m glad that people in the 
film were able to speak out. 
The least we can do is to assist 
them in their battle to be 
accepted as equal by their own 
people. 

In See Hear (24 April, 
BBC1), Asian deaf women, 
isolated by their peers, form a 
self-help group. Maybe the 
answer to the problems in East. 

With only three of the five 
programmes seen, my 
judgement of Denied the 9 to 5 
(BBCI, from 24 April) is 
tentative. Generally, it is a well 
argued, well put together 
investigation of disability and 
employment. The first 
programme looked at how, 
historically, disabled people 
have been misused (if used at 
all). The second programme 
looked at present day state 
provision in different countries. 

This led to a big mistake. 
When examining America, 
instead of looking at how the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act is being put into practice, 
it showed two people giving 
jokey awareness training. Of 
course, education has to 
accompany legislation, but the 
priority must be to prove the 
case for legislation. Luckily, 
the third programme showed 
how an American company 
actively employs disabled 
people. Don’t let’s give the 
opposition any further 
ammunition. They are doing 
far too well as it is. 


TS 
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Super mini - pity 
about the gearbox 


David Griffiths, DN’s motoring correspondent, test drives the Nissan 
Micra CVT three-door version to find out what all the excitement is about 


Each time I get an opportunity 
to drive a car with constantly 
variable transmission (CVT), I 
do so in the hope that, just 
once, I shall see truth in the 
claims made for it. 

Granted, the system fitted 
to the Micra is considerably 
better than some of its rivals, 
but it still mars (for a driver at 
least) what is otherwise 
possibly the best small car to 
arrive on our roads in 20 years. 
The problem is that CVT, 
CTX or whatever badge the 
system wears, is totally unable 
to transmit driver-intentions to 
the road wheels. 

The previous Micra was 
renowned for economy, good 
access and simple, vice-free 
handling, making it a number 
one choice amongst those who 
sought a smaller vehicle yet 
needed space for a six-footer 
and a wheelchair. Automatic 
transmission was three speed, a 
bit jerky, and performance 
from the exceptionally reliable 
engine, whilst adequate, was 
hardly exhilarating. 

The new Micra is endowed 
with a particularly responsive 
little power unit just a fraction 
under 1,000cc, yet offers a 
performance unmatched by 
many a larger-engined rival. 


Brisk and spritely, yet rarely 
sounding stressed, it bowls this 
British built mini along with 
rarely a pause for breath. 

Access with the three-door 
version is just as good as its 
predecessor, and headroom is 
excellent. 


Suspension improved 

The biggest improvement, 
however, is the ride quality. 
Nissan make much of the new 
5-link rear suspension on the 
Micra. They’re proud of it, 
and justifiably so. Bumps, 
depressions, pot-holes and 
adverse cambers are all soaked 
up with remarkable ease. 

Only hard cornering gets 
things off balance. Such 
spirited driving seems to suit 
this little car, or so it would if 
it was endowed with a decent 
transmission. Alas, anything 
out of the ordinary sends it 
soaring up and down the ratios 
with gay abandon and scant 
regard for either safety or 
propriety. 

Despite such a small engine, 
the Micra has power-assisted 
steering available as an option, 
making it easy to manoeuvre 
and park. At low speeds it is 
lighter than most of its rivals. 
Available on a basic model, 


EAGLE 


MOTORHOMES UK 


such as this one, it makes the 
car a wise choice for those 
with weak upper limbs and a 
limited budget. 

As a basic model it is pretty 
basic - no clock, no trip 
mileage recorder, just simple 
two-speed wipers (intermit- 
tent wipe is really a necessity 
these days). Showery conditions 
with road spray made it 
difficult to keep the screen 
clear. 

Exterior finish was excellent, 
but the plastic door panels are 
nasty and tacky, whilst some 
relief to the acres of grey 
interior would not come amiss. 
As for the shape - well you 
either love it or hate it. 

The test car was fitted with 
hand controls from Wards 
Mobility. Neatly applied, they 
performed well and were 
commendably rattle-free. 

Unfortunately, Nissan UK 
has seen fit to abandon the 
general Japanese trend of 
fitting the indicator stalk to the 
right (a feature which has 
saved many a hand-control user 
a few precious fs). I found 
myself using the back-up 
switch in the hand controls 
more often than I would have 
liked. 

So, is it for you? If you had 


EVERYTHING WE DO IS DESIGNED FOR YOU 


WE BUILD TO YOUR SPECIFICATION 
VAN OR COACHBUILT CONVERSIONS 
HOSPITALITY AND DISPLAY UNITS 
NEW OR SECONDHAND CHASSIS 
TAX FREE CONVERSIONS FOR DISABLED PEOPLE 
MODIFICATIONS TO OTHER MAKES AND MODELS 


FOR BROCHURE: 


EAGLE MOTORHOMES UK , COAL PARK LANE, 
LOWER SWANWICK, SOUTHAMPTON, HANTS SO3 7DL 


0489 583667 


“A performance unmatched by many a larger-engined rival 


or have an old automatic 
Nissan Micra and you drive on 
push/pull hand controls, it 
may well not be. A hill start is 
virtually impossible with CVT 
without rolling back, unless 
you have a free hand to hold 
the car on the parking brake. 

Left-hemiplegic drivers will 
need to practice the time- 
honoured “heel and toe” to 
avoid the wrath of the driver 
behind. 

If you are a driver who likes 
to “feel” what the car is doing 
and communicate your wishes 
through to the wheels, forget 
It. 

But if you want a dinky, 
charming, accessible, comfort- 
able little motor to go 
shopping, visit friends, pop 
over to Fred’s on a Sunday and 
avoid visiting petrol forecourts 
or garage workshops very often, 
then it could well be. 


Top of your shopping list 
If you are able to cope with a 
manual gearshift, the Micra 
should be at the top of your 
shopping list, for there is littl 
doubt that this Nissan Micra 
deserves the accolade of ' 
“Super mini”. 

However, it deserves (and 
needs) a better automatic 
transmission to make the mos! 
of its potential. 

Nissan has erred on the sid 
of caution about one little 
problem. CVT generates a 
tremendous amount of heat 
(ask a Fiesta owner living in 
hilly country). The Micra 
handbook must be the only 
one to include a warning not 
to park on flammable ground 
to avoid causing a major fry-uf 


£8,272.92 on the road with 
Motability. Nissan Customer 
Care, tel: (0923) 899 334. 


“Probably the biggest and most 
caring converter in the country” 


We convert the Fiat Fiorino; Ford Courier; Renault 
Extra and Trafic and Volkswagen Transporter or 
Caravelle into wheelchair accessible vehicles. 


ALL QUALIFY FOR MOTABILITY HIRE PURCHASE SCHEME. 
CONTACT OUR SALES DEPARTMENT FOR A COMPETITIVE 
QUOTATION OR A DEMONSTRATION AT YOUR HOME. 


TEL: 0392-211611 
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In 1978, after a lifelong back 
problem worsened and her 
spine crumbled, Gillian 
Middleton accepted that she 
was now a wheelchair user. 

Having worked for years as 
a state-registered district nurse, 
she was determined not to just 
sit back and watch the world 
go by. 

Born in Birmingham 40 
years ago, she now lives is 
Ossett, West Yorkshire. She 
moved there to be near 
Pinderfields Hospital in 
Wakefield, where she was 
being treated for her spinal 
condition, termed as non- 
traumatic. 

But Gillian also admits she 
wanted to be near Pinderfields 
as it houses the National 
Shooting Centre for 
Paraplegics. 

From 1985 to 1989, Gillian 
represented Great Britain at 
international level as a 
paraplegic athlete, and holds 
two bronze medals from the 
1988 Seoul Paralympics for 
rifle shooting. 

This all-round sportswoman 
was also a shooter in basketball 
tournaments and took part in 
winter sports. 

She competed in ice-hockey 
matches, bob-sleigh 
competitions and a version of 
speed-skating where 
competitors sit on sleighs and 
use ice picks to move 
themselves along the track. 

Her love of the coastline 
brought Gillian on caravaning 
holidays to Bridlington, East 
Yorkshire, and she now spends 
a lot of time in her static 
caravan at a local site. 


Latest sporting passion 
[t was here that Gillian 
discovered another sporting 
passion - golf. 

“In 1992 I decided I 
wanted to try it, but I didn’t 
think I would be able to do it. 
So I just went out in my 
wheelchair on the pitch-and- 
putt course in Filey, North 
Yorkshire. Once I had started, 
there was no way I could 
stop.” 

Gillian’s first problem was 
one many lady golfers wish 
they had - she was over- 


A driven 


ae F ll 
There is not much difference in technique between golfing 


sitting down or standing, but it's harder to putt accurately 
Dianne Beckton 


Gillian Middleton enjoys a challenge, and after 
bob sleighing, ice hockey, speed skating and 
two bronze medals for shooting in the Seoul 
Paralympics, her latest ambition is to become 
the first disabled golfer to hold a single-figure 
handicap. Dianne Beckton reports 


Gillian decided to try out a 
Handigolf buggy, specially 
designed for disabled players. 

She still laughs about her 
first experience in the buggy at 
Skipsea Golf Centre in East 
Yorkshire. 


hitting. But a couple of half- 
hour lessons with a golf 
professional set her on the 
right track. 

Having played on pitch-and- 
putt courses in her own 
wheelchair, in March 1993 


“The buggies have seat belts 
but I did not think I needed it. 
I took one swing and came out 
of the chair, my arms went one 
way and my legs another and I 
ended up on the floor.” 

The buggies are battery 
powered with extra-wide 
wheels, so they do not mark 
the greens, and swivel seats to 
allow players to adjust their 
position to take a shot. 

Gillian says the technique of 
playing golf from a sitting 
position is basically the same 
as standing, although players 
cannot look directly down on 
the ball. 


The hardest part 

She stresses the hardest part of 
the game for her is putting on 
the greens. “Because I am 
lower down in a buggy, I am 
not in a high enough position 
to study the ball’s path to the 
hole.” 

Gillian says her game 
improved when she started 
using Ping customised clubs, 
which have specially flattened 
club heads and lengthened 
shafts to allow for the different 
angle of swing. 

She was one of the first ever 
members at The Links at 
Bridlington Bay in East 
Yorkshire, which opened in 
1993, and was the club’s first 
disabled member. She has also 
been made the club’s first lady 
vice-captain. 

In her buggy, Gillian plays 
on the main 18-hole course at 
The Links and the Sir Henry 
Cotton Foundation Course, 
which was specially designed 
for disabled golfers. 

Back in October, The Links 
was the setting for the 1993 
Open Disabled Championship, 
organised by the Yorkshire 
Handigolf Foundation, a 


national charity which 
promotes golf for physically 
disabled people. 

This year, the 1994 
Yorkshire Handigolf 
Tournament will be held at 
Wakefield on 20 June. 

Gillian explains that the 
Foundation, of which she is 
treasurer, has 60 playing 
members and around 70 able- 
bodied affiliated members. 

Its first golf tournament in 
Yorkshire was held at Skipsea 
and was won by Gillian with a 
round of 68 over the par 54 
course. 

In 1993, Gillian also won 
the Broxbourn Southern Open 
Championship at Cheshunt 
Golf Club near London. 

Gillian says: “I would 
recommend golf as a great 
sport for other disabled people, 
since it is an individual game 
where you are simply 
competing against the course, 
with other golfers on equal 
terms.” 

The usual handicapping 
system applies to disabled 
players, and Gillian’s handicap 
is 15 - for the time being. 


Driving ambition 

However, she has a driving 
ambition to become the first 
disabled player in the country 
to hold a single-figure 
handicap. 

Another main aim is to help 
achieve international 
recognition for golf for 
disabled people, which she 
hopes to do through her work 
with the Handigolf 
Foundation. 


For details of the Handigolf 
Tournament on 20 June, contact 
Handigolf Foundation secretary 
Bob Reynolds on (0704) 
231577. 


THE IMPROVED JAN HORACEK PUSHCHAIR FROM BOOSTER 


ALL THE SUPERB FEATURES OF THE ORIGINAL JAN: 


* Adjustable seat dimensions ensuring comfort, support and the ability to ‘GROW’ 
with your child. 


© Wide range of tilt options - complete seat, backrest and footrest angles 
individually adjustable. 


© Attractive appearance and wide range of accessories. 
° Easily reversed seat - faces backwards or forwards. 
© Folds compactly for storage and transport. 


COMPANION DE LUXE RANGE: 350, 400 & 425 
Not everyone who uses a wheelchair needs to 
be in it all day, so if you are an Occasional 
User, our Companion is the ideal solution. 


horacek 


COMPANION 


AND NOW: << *, Lightweight and rugged, the Companion is 
° Better options for hip/trunk and thoracic support. fom = * designed for comfort and practicality as an 
® Lighter aluminium version available. Sp =" attendant or self propelled chair. 


© More automatic locking features - 
for ease of use and Safety. 


For more information about the Horacek Range, contact 
$3 Booster using the coupon below (postage is free) or call 


us on the following number: Tr 0 4 8 4 s 6 4 3 4 4 4 


Please send me full details of the Horacek buggy, plus the name of my local dealer. 
ORGANISATION 


ee Oe 
Newton Products, Meadway Works, Garretts Green Lane 

Birmingham B33 0SQ Tel: 021 783 6081 Fax: 021 783 5723 

' NAME: 


# ADDRESS: 


NAME ime MRS MISS) 

ADDRESS 

POSTCODE TEL 
FREEPOST this coupon to: Booster, FREEPOST HF 2238, Huddersfield HD3 3LE. 


POSTCODE: 
For full information, tick box(es) required and return this coupon to the above address. 


DN 6/94 POWERED CHAIRS 
General & Speciai 


Purpose 


MANUAL CHAIRS 
Hospital, Nursing/Residential 
Home & Special Medical use 


MANUAL CHAIRS 
Special Applications 


Ss SCOOTERS 


MANUAL CHAIRS 
General Purpose 
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Off to bonny Scotland! 


Tom Nicholls of Llanwnda, 
Caernarfon, and Jennie Grieve 
of Nottingham are the lucky 
DN readers who will be taking 
an idyllic break in Scotland in 
July, fishing on the River 
Doone. 

They are the winners of the 
1994 Disability Now/Clos-O- 
Mat Fly Fishing Competion. 

They beat over 50 other 
entrants with their correct 
answers to the questions (see 
below), plus evocative images 
of their idea of a perfect 
holiday spent fly fishing. 

“Butter-yellow-bellied trout: 
creeled in heather. Mole-black- 
magic midnights; musical reels; 
surging sea trout. Dewy- 
whiskered otters. A Spey-full 
of silvered salmon.” This won 
Tom Nicholls, who is “addicted 


Walkabouts 


by Metco 
Extra mobility for around £100! 


Walkabouts keep you mobile and active. They have wheels, 
directional control, brakes and baskets. 
The Sit-Down Walkabout has a handy seat. They fold flat for 
transport and delivery is included in the price. 


POST OUR COUPON TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION. 
= 


Jennie Grieve and Tom Nicholls: salmon for tea? 


catching fish for tea!” 
Congratulations to them 

both, and let’s hope they get 

fresh salmon for tea. Watch out 

for more pictures in September 

DN. 

Answers: 1. Izaak Walton 

2. Brown or Rainbow 3. Fishing 

guide/ assistant 4. Mallard, Claret 


to fishing” first prize - three 
days fishing and four nights in 
a first class hotel. 

Mrs Grieve wins two days 
fishing and a three-night stay 
for “Flowing water, tight lines, 
beautiful country, friendly 
smiles. What more could an 
ideal holiday be, especially 


TELEPHONE 


Send to: METCO WALKABOUTS, FREEPOST BEESTON, 
NOTTINGHAM NG9 1BR No stamp required. 
Tel: (0602) 255488. DN6/94 


AUTOMATICALLS 
POM AICALI 


e No need for 
unhygienic paper. 

e Saves valuable 
nursing time. 


e Thousands in daily use 
in U.K. and Europe. 


e Proved in operation 
over 25 years. 

¢ldeal for installation in 
hospitals, institutions 
and private homes. 

eSpecial maternity 
model available. 


Extra mobility for 
around £100! 


Clos-O-Mat offers automatic flushing, washing with 
warm water and gentle drying with hot air - all in one 
simple push-button operation. 


It eliminates the need for nursing assistance and restores 
privacy and dignity to those unable to manually 
cleanse themselves. 


=clos o mat= 


Reply to Dept. DA, TOTAL HYGIENE LIMITED, 
Hygiene House, 2 Newton Street, 
STRETFORD, Manchester M32 8LG. 

Tel: 061-866 8080 Fax: 061-866 8233 


BOOKS 
Reese Soe acis] 


Smooth Ride Guides - 
Freewheeling Made 
Easy: Australia and 


New Zealand 
(FT publishing, 44 Talbot Road, 
Highgate, London N6 4QP, 
£9.95, or from branches of 
Dillons or Waterstone’s) 
Special offer 

FT Publishing is offering 
this first Smooth Ride Guide 
to DN readers for £7.25 - a 
25 per cent discount. Just 
cut out this box and send it 
to the address above, 
enclosing a cheque or postal 
order. 


poccco--------------- 


This first book in a new series 
has a lot of phone numbers. 
Every airline, support 
organisation, tourist trap and 
taxi company in the sub- 
continent must be listed here, 
in a handy-sized book with 
some nice colour photography. 

After spending some time 
reading it, I was wondering 
whether there wasn’t, perhaps, 
too much information for its 
own good. 

The Smooth Ride Guide 
appears so comprehensive that 
a first-time traveller might be 
inclined to use it as a reference 
book rather than a guide and, 
as a result, miss a lot of what 
“the lucky country” has to 
offer. I personally know of 
several hotels, cheaper motels 
and “must-see” attractions 
which are perfectly accessible 
to wheelchairs, but which are 
not listed here. 

Most of the background 
material seems to be 


National Westminster 
Bank 


Make A New Discovery 
in the Lee Valley Park 
from an exciting range 
of Sport, Countryside 
and Arts activities 


From Monday 4th July 
to Sunday 10th July 
1994 


For further information and a 
booking form telephone 0992 
700766 or write to Lee Vailey 
Information, PO Box 88, 
Enfield, Middlesex EN2 9HG 


LEE VALLEY qm 
tad 


PARK 


contributed PR-speak and I see 
in the introduction that the 
guide’s compilation depended, 
in great part, on responses to a 
mailed questionnaire. That 
explains it. There is no 
substitute for first hand 
endorsement and this guide 
would have benefited from 
some market research carried 
out amongst disabled travelers 
who had actually been there. 

Even if somewhere is not 
completely wheelchair friendly 
(places must cover their backs 
in print these days), there’s no 
reason not to give it a go. 
Australians are always, 
unpatronisingly, ready to help. 

On format, I would have 
appreciated some help on how 
to use this guide. The wealth 
of information comes at you in 
a torrent, with no discernable 
breaks between the regions or 
the categories. A bit of thumb 
or shade indexing would make 
the book easier to use. 

Do use this and future 
Smooth Ride Guides to help 
you plan your holiday, but 
don’t let them cramp your 
style while you’re there. 

Andy Healey 


Video top five 


DN will be using the 
CJ symbol (/eft) from now 

on to show which 
videos include closed captions. 


The other initials will remain: 
S: subtitles, N: nothing 


1. THE FUGITIVE (Warner): 
Harrison Ford in re-make 

of ’60s tv series. 

2. THE MAN WITHOUT A 
FACE (Entertainment Video): 
Facially disfigured Mel Gibson 
befriends young boy. (N) 

3. SO I MARRIED AN AXE 
MURDERER (20:20): Comic 
thriller where marriage is 
murder. 

4. RISING SUN (Fox): Sean 
Connery in sexy, industrial 
espionage drama. 
5. WHAT’S LOVE GOT TO 
DO WITH IT? (Touchstone): 
Rock biopic on Tina Turner. G 


Chart courtesy of MRIB 


Look out for 


Defiance: Art Confronting 
Disability is an exhibition of 
work by disabled artists at 
Bradford University’s Art 
Gallery until 30 May. 
Information from Trevor 
Coombs, tel: (0274) 383365. 


Out to Lunch, an exhibition 
of photography about mental 
health care by psychiatric 
survivor Mandy Holland, is at 
the Diorama Arts Centre, 34 
Osnaburgh Street, London, 
10-30 June. 


Deaf Dance - learn to dance ~ 
and create dance at Sadler’s 
Wells Theatre, London, with 
other deaf men or women aged 
15-35, every Thursday till 7 
July. Beginners welcome. £1 
per class. Tel: John Wilson, 
minicom/fax 071-700 8138. 
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By Nazli Hussain 


Whether you are shopping 
‘from the comfort of your home 
or out in the hustle and bustle 
of the high street, it’s always 
fun to come across handy, 
well-priced items. 

This month DN has been 
checking out some useful 
things, which shouldn't break 
the bank. 

For a cheap and cheerful 
idea, how about Coilers 
Shoelaces? Hot foot from the 
States, these laces do not have 
to be tied. Coilers, which can 
be laced up with your shoes on 
your feet, are twisted through 
each eyelet and then pulled as 
tight as you want them to be. 
With no tying or retying of 
knots, they could be useful for 
people with arthritis, back 
problems or limited hand co- 
ordination. £2.99 a pair or £4.99 
for two pairs. Nancy Grant 
Enterprises, tel: (0425) 471254. 

Irene Warburton, from 
Hampshire, who has multiple 
sclerosis, said: “I couldn’t tie 
my laces myself before, so it’s 
zreat being able to do them 


after all these years. Coilers are 
very comfortable and ideal for 
elderly people as you don’t 
need to bend down.” 

If you have problems 
putting on your stockings, the 
Paratex Stocking Aid may 
be the answer. You can put 
them on sitting down without 
having to bend or barely lift 
your leg. Made of pliable 
plastic, the aid is virtually 
unbreakable and hand 
washable. Using tapes, the 
frame guides your stocking 
into place. £9.50 (plus 50p 


Coilers “knot” a problem 


WINDSOR PARK 


p&p). Claydon Services, tel: 
(0237) 431727. 


Snug-as-a-bug 
You will travel light with a 
Snugglebag. A handmade, 
carry-all and sleeping bag in 
one, it saves suitcases and makes 
packing fun. Available in bright 
colours, Snugglebags are 
lightweight but warm, and can 
be used for long car journeys. 
Designer Sue Shephard says 
wheelchair users prefer a 
Snugglebag to a blanket. 
“People smile when they see 
the bags, as they brighten up 
wheelchairs. They’re practical 
and an instant cheer-up - 
especially for kids.” 


Se 
~ 
WELCOME HOME: 


Snugglebags, a carry-all and sleeping bag in one. Ideal for brightening up wheelchairs too. 


Snugglebags come in two 
sizes: standard (up to seven- 
years-old) and extended (up to 
adult size). £39.95 and £47. 
The Snugglebag Collection, 
tel: (0582) 769172. 


Take the strain 

Gathering up the grass 
cuttings may not be your 
favourite gardening job, but 
Chester-care’s Rubbish Bag 
Holder with Stand will help 
take the strain. Suitable for all 
seasons, the large plastic sack 
has a rigid-handled frame and 
extension stand. It avoids you 
having to stretch or bend 
unnecessarily. £5.99 (plus 


£1.50 p&p). 


A Necklace Magnifier is a 
great help with reading and for 
looking at things closely, such 
as your watch. The magnifying 
glass with gold-coloured 
necklace has a diameter of just 
over one inch, while the necklace 
is 30in long. £5.99 (plus 75p 
p&p), from Chester-care. 

After a hard day of shopping 
a Relaxation Tape can 
reduce stress and anxiety, and 
make you sleep more 
peacefully. Chester-care has 
two tapes, Seaside and 
Countryside, designed to create 
an atmosphere ideal for 
relaxation. £9.99 each (plus £1 
p&p). Chester-care, tel: (0623) 
19199). 


CAREFULLY CONSTRUCTED 
—— FOR THE DISABLED— 


LARGE ONE-BEDROOM 
—— APARTMENTS ——— 


GOODMAYES 


WINDSOR PARK, GOODMAYES 


ROAD, ESSEX 


WIDE INTERNAL DOORWAYS. 


WHEELCHAIR FACILITIES WITH RAMP. 


SPECIALLY DESIGNED KITCHEN 
AND BATHROOM. 


SUPPORT RAILS. 


ACCESSIBLE CONTROL POINTS. 


—= MOVE IN= 


FOR £250 


OR PART EXCHANGE 


2 
KINFAUNS § ROAD 


GOODMAYES ROAD 


CASTLETON E ROAD 


= No deposit required. 


= Stamp duty paid. 


= Legal fees paid. 


Site open 10am to 6pm, 7 days a week. 


Price correct at time of going to press. 


CALL S. WHITBREAD ON 081 599 6998 
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Share Your Problems 


Talking to your- | 4" 
self? It’s good * 
for you - honest 


Ann Darnbrough, DN, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


Do you ever talk to yourself? I 
do all the time, when I think I 
am on my own. What often 
happens is that I am muttering 
away to myself, trying to solve 
some knotty problem in my 
mind, when I get carried away 
and the talking gets louder 
and, yes, you’ve guessed ... 

You fellow self-talkers may 
be as delighted as I was to 
discover that these 
conversations with ourselves 
are very good for us - provided 
that we use them to develop a 
positive view on life and to 
overcome problems. 

I have discovered this from a 
book, Life Scripts - How to Talk 
to Yourself for Positive Results. 

The author, Ursula 
Markham, provides a series of 
scripts with the words for us 
to use in these “auto-chatting” 
sessions. They are intended to 
help us come to terms with a 
tangle of emotions and to 
overcome all sorts of problems, 
including chronic pain, distress 
and much more. A sort of talk- 
to-yourself therapy. 

I did not, however, find any 
scripts on one of the most 
important subjects for most of 
us - our sexuality. I wonder if 


any readers could come up 
with some ideas for a script? 

Bill (not his real name) sent 
me an audio tape in which he 
described some of the 
problems he faces as a 
physically disabled and visually 
impaired young man. He 
wonders whether ignorance 
about sex might not be the 
greatest bliss: ““The more 
knowledge I gain, the more 
frustrated I become. However, 
I have always been conscious 
of my sexual side. 

“Increasingly, I feel I need 
some sort of chanelling agent 
for, as I am sure you are 
aware, sexual drive can be both 
a positive force and, if it isn’t 
released, highly destructive and 
negative. 

“Although I am a member 
of the Outsiders Club, which 
has provided some practical 
advice through their taped 
literature and mutual support, I 
find that when I go to make 
physical contact with females I 
am often frightened by my 
emotions. 

“T fall in love less now, 
because I am emotionally 
vulnerable. When a woman 
takes an interest in me I get 


excited. I wish to give positive 
messages, although the whole 
question of what constitutes 
appropriate behaviour is a 
complicated area, for it raises 
the question of whether there 
is a false sense of normality 
created by the dogma of non- 
disabled, so-called mainstream 
society. All I would like to do, 
really, is to hold a woman and 
share my life with her.” 

Richard from West 
Cameroon expressed similar 
doubts when he wrote to say: 
“Since I became spinally 
injured, I have had lots of 
doubts and questions about my 
sex life. In fact your column 
brought light to my doubts. I 
got to understand that even 
with a disability one has to 
love and be loved and that, 
with enough information, our 
sex life can still be exciting.” 

Talking about discrimination 
- we always are, aren’t we? - 
we know all too well that 
disabled people experience 
some form of discrimination, 
depending on their disability 
and how they look. 

What about those who suffer 
double discrimination because 
they are black and disabled? 

Peter McDonald, who works 
at The Spastics Society, 
describes the low expectations 
his family had for him as a 
child with cerebral palsy. 

“Whenever the subject of 
race came up at home, 
someone would remind me 
that, as a black person who 
was also disabled, my chances 
of achieving anything in life 
were probably less than zero. It 
was my ‘destiny’ to suffer dis- 
crimination twice and to miss 
twice as many opportunities as 


PRODUCT 


ADVISORY - SERVICE 


The DEPEND® range of high quality disposable products is 
manufactured by Kimberly-Clark, the makers of KLEENEX® and 
KOTEX® products. DEPEND® products are specifically designed 
for all bladder control problems in both men and women. 


Products are available from Chemists and Home Delivery Service:- 


Shields 


Undergarments. - 


Fitted Briefs 


For light bladder control problems (ultra 


slim for discretion) 


Normal and Extra absorbency for moderate 
to heavy problems (comfortable open-sided 
garment with elastic straps) 


Heavy bladder control problems (unique 
garment which gives all round lower body 


protection) 


For further information please telephone the DEPEND® Product 
Advisory Service on CALLFREE 0800 521 128. 


the person who was ‘only’ black 
or ‘only’ disabled. 

“When I asked for advice, 
what I generally got was: ‘work 
hard, keep your head low and 
don’t argue with anyone’. This 
is not the most useful advice to 
someone who is struggling to 
work out what kind of person 
they are and what kind of 
person they really want to be.” 

In past columns I have 


A UNIQUE SERVICE! 


ited Methodist local _ 
preacher, and qualified 
_homeopath. | 
Disabled herself, 
_can give other disabled 


raised issues surrounding gay 
people who are also disabled. I 
have been talking to Keith May 
who is a visually impaired artist 
and consultant, and a cam- 
paigner for visually impaired 
gay people. 

Keith says he is forming a 
national network “for people 
like us to make contact and air 
our views and problems”. He 
says these could be of a 
personal nature or about 
prejudice and discrimination. 

He plans to produce a taped 
newsletter. In the meantime, gay, 
visually impaired people can 
make contact on the Support 
Helpline, or write in large print 
or send a tape. 

Keith also recommends 
Parents’ Friend, a service for the 
parents of gay people who may 
have difficulty accepting that 
their son or daughter is gay. 

And now for something 
completely different. In 
January, I raised the issue of 
using animals for research. Sue 


Croshaw, who founded 
DAARE (Disabled Against 
Animal Research and 
Exploitation), had written to 
express her opposition. 
Michael responded by stating 
that it was essential for animal 
experiments to continue. 

I have since received a letter 
from Carol Newman, scientific 
advisor at the Dr Hadwen 
Trust. She says: “It is a 
mistake to believe that all 
medical research depends 
solely on animal experiments, 
and that there is no hope of 
finding cures without them. 
Medical technology is becoming 
increasingly sophisticated and 
crude animal experiments are 
being replaced by a range of 
alternative methods which are 
frequently quicker, cheaper, and 
more effective. 

“The Trust is a registered 
charity which exists to help 
both people and animals by 
funding the development of 
non-animal techniques in a 
wide range of medical fields. 
We believe that animal 
experiments are ethically 
unsound and scientifically 
unreliable, so we are looking 
for something better. The 
Trust will be glad to send 
further information to your 
readers about its work.” 

Finally, may I ask, what is 
your experience of community 
care so far? Did DN’s Fighting 
for Your Rights article help? 
Do let me know, and let us 
have a discussion. I welcome 
your letters on any subject and 
I always reply personally. 


Life Scripts by Ursula 
Markham, £7.99 inc p&p from 
Element Books, Longmead, 
Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 8PL. 
Outsiders Club, PO Box 4ZB, 
London WIA 4ZB, tel: 071-739 
eels 

Keith May, Gay Visually 
Impaired Group, 23 Ballard 
Court, Bury Road, Gosport, 
Hampshire POI2 3UA. 

Support Helpline: (0705) 524739. 
Parents’ Friend, c/o Voluntary 
Action Leeds, Stringer House, 
34 Lupton Street, Hunslet, 
Leeds LSIO 2QW, tel: (0532) 
674627 or (0532) 577523. 

Dr Hadwen Trust, 22 Bancroft, 
Hitchin, Hertfordshire SG5 
LFW, tel: (0462) 436819. 

Sue Croshaw, DAARE, PO Box 
8, Daventry, Northamptonshire, 
NNI1I 4RQ. 


THE CONSORT ARTICULATED DIVAN BED 


LUXURY AT THE PUSH OF A BUTTON FOR BOTH THE 
INFIRM AND ABLE-BODIED AT A PRICE BOTH CAN AFFORD. 


Choice of electrically 
controlled or manual versions 


Top quality pocket sprung 
mattress 


Available in single or double 


(each side individually 
controlled) sizes. 


Optional adjustable vibrating 
unit 

8" ground clearance - ideal 
for storage or accommodating 
other appliances. 


* PRICES FROM £434.00 + V.A.T. * 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE TO Q.P.S. 
FREEPOST (MR 8560) MANCHESTER M16 8HB 


oe EE EE EEE 
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... NEWS QUIZ aoe Answers page 35 


1. Which football team won 6. Who was the losing finalist 
the League Championship? in the World Snooker Champi- 


2. Which political party won onship? 

the South African general elec- 7. Which poet had his letters 
tion? published? 

3. Which motor racing driver 8. Which ex-American presi- 
was killed? dent died? 


4. Which breed of bird had its 
nest guarded by Royal Artillery 


9. How old was soul singer 
James Brown? 
10. Which backbencher said 


regiment soldiers? 

5. According to a recent survey, 
what proportion of carers had 
not heard of community care? 


| May winner 


| R Stacey of Killamarsh, 
Sheffield does it again with: 
“We should have ordered 
larger cups. These new tea 


bags won’t fit in.” 
Thanks to all who entered. 


that the Prime Minister 
should sack six members of 
the cabinet? 


DN’s crossword 


Answers page 35 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


Lie 18 


lee 


aa as 
En Senna 
nH Ee BG 
an ERE 

|| | 


ACROSS 
1. Kindness (8) 
5. Equip (3) 
7. - dystrophy (8) 
10. Type of vehicle (3) 
12. Type of boat (3) 
13. Type of Greek architec- 


DOWN 


. Picnic basket (6) 
. Strangely or enigmati- 


cally (12) 


. Disobedient (7) 
. Liverpool St or Euston, 


for example (5,7) 


ture (5) 5. Vainer (anag) 
15. Enormous (11) 6. Firearm (3) 
16. Bird’s home (4) 8. Drinks container (3) 
17. However (3) 9. Mould (3) 
19. Tuber (4) 11. Highest or lowest cards (4) 


20. Pave rim (anag) 14. Skittle (7) 

22. Permit (3) 18. Always (4) 

23. Boy’s name (3) 19. Correct (5) 

24. Star constellation (5) 21. Type of emperor or 


25. Sign of the zodiac (3) 
26. Plaything (3) 
27. Table tennis (4,4) 


We’ve got it taped 
Did you know that DN is 
Vvailable on tape for 
partially sighted people or 
those who have difficulty 
lolding a paper? 


At the moment, this ser- 
vice is free. To go On our 
Mailing list, contact Karen 


Bresloff, Subscriptions 
Manager, Disability Now, 
16 Fitzroy Square, London 
W1P 5HQ, tel: 071-383 
4575. 


candle? (5) 


. Circle (4) 


Rolf Harris, presi- 
dent of PHAB, 
launched a fundrais- 
ing campaign in 
Richmond Park, Sur- 
rey, to raise over 
£500,000 for the 
Holly Lodge Wildlife 
Study Centre for 
people with special 
needs. 

What could Rolf be 
saying as he 
“horses around” 
with the Royal Park’s 
two shires? 

Is he discussing the 
British weather? Or 


could he be talking 


Create-a-caption 


ERTS 


about his didgeridoo? Park Crescent, Lon- 
don W1AN 4EQ by 


9 June. 


Answers, please, to 
Disability Now, 12 


MOTORBILITY FOR ALL 


PROBABLY THE BEST VALUE 
FOR MONEY AVAILABLE 


For detailed information or 
a no obligation test drive 
contact us at either address 


UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD 


JORDANS, PARTRIDGE LANE 
RUSPER, SUSSEX, RH12 4RW 
Tel: 0293 871019 Fax: 0293 871007 


or 


UNIT G, ROYD MILL 
DYEHOUSE LANE, BRIGHOUSE 
WEST YORKS, HD6 1LL 
Tel: 0484 400795 Fax: 0484 400796 


The Doings of Dan Nugent (“DN to his friends”) by Rigby 


W/LL YOU LOOK 


ANOTHER ONE 
WIT OMT. xd IMS AB cb TonY 
STICKER IN S/LHT 


AND /75 CERTAINLY 
NOT A DISABLED 
A ATE 


PUES UST 
LET ALL ISS 
TYRES DOWN! 
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WHAT’S ON 
ea RRR TN 


Rights for Young Disabled People, an event for young disabled 
people and their carers on 10 June at Cardiff International Arena. 
Free. Details from South Glamorgan Intervol and Action on 
Children and Youth on Disability, tel: (0222) 485722. 


Fife Carers’ Week, a series of events between 11-18 June to raise 
the profile of carers. Details from Alison Herd, tel: (0383) 723600. 


Stimulating the Senses, a course for professionals working with 
people who have learning disabilities on 14-15 June in Radlett, 
Hertfordshire. £95. Details from Playtrac Training Consultants, 
tel: (0923) 854861 ext. 4385. 


National Deaf Children’s Society (NDCS) Open Days, a two- 
day event for parents and professionals on 17-18 June in 
Birmingham. Free. Details from NDCS, tel: 021-454 5151. 


Epilepsy and School Children, a conference on 21 June at the 
National Society for Epilepsy in Buckinghamshire. £70. Details 
from Alice Hanscomb, tel: (0494) 873991. 


Vision in Education and Leisure, an exhibition for professionals 
and parents of visually impaired children on 30 June in Oldham. 
Details from Julie Robinson, Royal National Institute for the Blind, 
tel: 071-388 1266. 


Regional Civil Rights meetings organised by The Spastics 
Society: 10 June, 5.30pm St Loye’s School of Occupational 
Therapy, Topsham Road, Exeter. 18 June, 2pm, Dialstones Centre, 
Lisburne Lane, Stockport. 24 June, 2pm, IBIS Hotel, 
Southampton. 24 June, 7pm, Restormal Council Offices, St 
Austell. 25 June, 2pm, Cardiff International Arena. 


Castle Priory 

Care in the Community: A Design Workshop, 5-7 June. £264.38. 
Challenging Behaviour - Non-Aversive Intervention Techniques, 9- 
10 June. £211.50. 

Introduction to Multiple Disability, 20-21 June. £211.50. 

Violence at Work, 27-28 June. £211.50. 


LEB. 
NISSAN, 
CE 


PETROL 
— |£§10495 


DIESEL 
£10995 


Nissan 


Project for Advice, Coun- 
selling & Education (PACE) 
is offering two bursaries for 
counselling training for lesbians 
and gay men with disabilities. 
For an application form, 
contact PACE, tel: 071-700 
1323. Closing date for 
applications is 30 June. 


An incorrect telephone 
number for Arthritis Care’s 
helpline was given in DN’s May 
issue. The correct number is 
(0800) 289170. Apologies from 
Arthritis Care. 


INFO 


SHE UK is carrying out a 
study on sexual health and 
equality of disabled women. If 
you are a disabled woman and 
would like to get involved, 
contact Brenda or Kath at SHE 
UK, BM Box 5192, London 
WCIN 3XX. 


Action for Blind People has 
opened a new, fully accessible 
training and information centre 
in Carlisle. The centre will 
offer students courses leading 
to national vocational 
qualifications in business 
administration and  infor- 
mation technology. It is 
equipped with the latest 
computer equipment. Further 
details from Cath Clarke, tel: 
(0228) 595121. 


Equipment for an Easier Life 
is a booklet published by the 
Research Institute for 
Consumer Affairs (RICA). 
Individual copies are free, 2-5 
copies cost 50p each, 6-20 


copies, 30p each, and 21+ 
copies, 20p each. A large print 
version is available free with a 


SAE; «Contact « » RIGA,! 42 
Marylebone Road, London 
NW1 4DF. 


A VERY SPECIAL OFFER 


VAUXHALL 2.0 MIDI HIGH 
ROOF WINDOW ESTATE 


on WELLES 


Rel Specially adapted to carry 5 seated 
passengers (including driver) and 1 
wheelchair passenger with special 

peg8.] wheelchair clamps. 


Access for the wheelchair is through 
either the side door or rear door via 
2 telescopic ramps. 


The vehicle has also under-gone 
extensive noise reduction. 


esq Other features include fire 
extinguisher, first aid kit and grab 
handle to side entrance. 


2199 


NORMAL PRICE INCLUDING CONVERSION £14650 


CALL KEN WALLACE TODAY 


‘ouxhall-} 


"The love story 


4 
iz continues” 


AT BLUEBELL CORNER 
MIDDLESBROUGH. TEL 0642-593333 


BLUEBELL CORNER, ACKLAM ROAD, MIDDLESBROUGH. 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30am - Aga ad SAT 8.30am - 5pm SUN 10.00am - 5pm 
DI HIPS AT: 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, GATESHEAD, MIDDLESBROUGH, DARLINGTON, NORTHALLERTON, RICHMOND, HULL, BURNLEY, BATLEY, WAKEFIELD, 
MANCHESTER, SHEFFIELD, NEWCASTLE UNDER LYME, LEICESTER, WOLVERHAMPTON, CHELTENHAM, PLYMOUTH. 
‘Van shown for illustration purposes only. This advertisement es. advertised offers. 


NISSAN &© RENAUCLT 


1/ ersa’s= 


' Vv The Versa is available in both Petrol (unleaded) & Diesel versions. 
WV The 1st choice for nursing homes, charitable organisations, community transport and families alike. 


¥ Inside, is a reliable and safe method of anchoring the wheelchairs and seats. 


<y RENAULT 


PETROL 
£11495 


DIESEL 
£11995 


Renault 


wv A double track runs the full interior length of the vehicle. Wheelchair clamps are provided which simply hand-tighten to 
am anchor the wheelchair firmly in any position along the track 
Seater (plus 1 wheelchair space)or 4 Seater (plus 2 wheelchair spaces) to luxury trim specifications *Inc. ramps. 


Extras Pack 


2 SUNROOFS, Kenwood STEREO / RADIO 
CASSETTE WITH 4 SPEAKERS, 
REMOTE ULTRA SONIC ALARM, 3 YEARS 
NATIONAL BREAKDOWN COVER. 


&895 


ELECTRIC WINCH £400, 
200 kg RATCLIFF TAIL LIFT £1650, 
200kg RICON FULLY AUTOMATIC TAIL 
LIFT £1850. 


CAR CENTRE LTD 


MOOR LANE, WIDNES, CHESHIRE WA8 7AL 


TEL: 051 420 2000 


Unique to 


Home Demonstrations 


available 


wv All conversions subject to Appendi 
B of Relief from VAT as amended in 


the 1983 Acts. 


v Including delivery, number plates 
and assumes exemption from road 


fund licence. 


Contact Howard Samuels or 
John Leach for a full information pack. 


RULL RANGE= O F**N ESiSAIN eG@rheR ISHRAGMARIL GER Le ON MOT AB L-LT Yerer heehee 
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HELP! 
SENET ELE 


Sesame, a voluntary orga- 
nisation affiliated to The 
Spastics Society, is looking for 
families of children’ with 
disabilities in Kent to take part 
in a survey aiming to find out 
what families need in 
education, special equipment, 
transport and leisure. To take 
part, contact Les Parks, 


Sesame, tel: (0474) 704721. 


Calling all inventors. 
Desperate help needed to make 
C reg, Peugeot Estate accessible 
for wheelchair user. We do not 
want to change the car, despite 
the lowish roof - it has never 
let us down. What about a 
wheelchair that comes off the 
wheels? Ideas welcome. Please 
contact Patricia Whiting, 
Greybeck, Kinder Road, 
Hayfield, Stockport SK12 5HS, 
tel: (0663) 742701. 


Paraplegic charity collector 
needs unwanted petrol coupons 
or Green Shield stamps to raise 
money for disability charities. 
Please send to Penny Reynolds, 3 
Peper Harow, Horndean, 
Waterlooville, Hants PO8 9TW. 


Got ideas about how colleges 
could make their courses 
more accessible? The Further 
Education Funding Council is 
investigating provision _for 
students with disabilities and 
The Spastics Society is collect- 


ing evidence from people with 
cerebral palsy and associated 
disabilities. Send your comments 
to Rosemarie McGill, Education 
Officer, The Spastics Society, 16 
Fitzroy Square, London WIP 
5HQ. In return, you will receive 
a copy of the Society’s report to 
the Council’s committee. 


APPOINTMENTS 


Gillian Ottley has _ been 
appointed head of the Central 
Council for Education and 
Training in Social Work. Dr 
Leslie Findley is now 
chairman of the Parkinson’s 
Disease Society Council. John 


McFarlane has been 
appointed to the European 
Union’s TIDE Project 


(Technology initiative for the 
disabled and elderly) as the UK 
Government’s representative. 


Info continued from p30 


From the 


| world leaders 
| POWER | 
@ 
Our Action Powered wheelchairs and in powered 
scooters are designed to meet the highest mobility. 


standards of quality, safety and comfort. 

At Invacare, we pride ourselves on being able to exactly suit your mobility needs 
with our innovative technology. If you would like to discover how we can personally 
assist you in getting around, please return the coupon or call us on 0656 664321. 


New Learning Together is a 
new magazine committed to 
developing education for all 
children in one mainstream 
education system. For details 
and subscription rates, contact 
John Hall, 2 Devon Terrace, 
Ffynone Road, Swansea, SA1 
6DG. 


for people wit 
disabilities 


Write Away is a_ penfriend 
club for young people with 
special needs. Members are 
encouraged to correspond using 
their own chosen means of 
communication such as 
drawing, braille or audio 
cassette. If you would like to 
join, contact Write Away, 29 
Crawford Street, London W1H 
IPL, tel: 071-724 0878. 


QUEEN ELIZABETH’S TRAIN- 
ING COLLEGE has been train- 
ing the disabled for employ- 
ment on a residential basis for 
60 years. 


Today the College offers 16 
vocational courses to any 
disabled person, aged 19-59 
(with the exception of the 
totally blind). The courses are 
designed along modular lines 
to suit the needs of students of 
all abilities and to offer a large 
degree of personal instruction. 


offer Open Learning facilities 
in English and Mathematics for 
those requiring educational 
support, while all students 
receive training in ‘how to get 
a job’. 

Our aim is to prepare students 
in a supportive and caring 
atmosphere in readiness for 
them to go out and follow their 
chosen career. 


YOUR FIRST STEP 

Our brochure tells you ALL YOU 

WANT TO KNOW about QETC and 

details the extensive range of 
courses. Phone or write 
for your copy to: 
Queen Elizabeth’s Training 
College, Leatherhead Court, 
Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 
OBN. Tel: 0372 842204 


Just a Little More Time is a 
video for carers to improve 
understanding of the medical, 
emotional and social needs of 
people with Parkinson’s Disease. 
£10 to hire, £50 to buy from the 
Parkinson’s Disease Society, 22 
Upper Woburn Place, London 
WCI1H ORA. 


Please send details of how you can improve my mobility (Tick boxes) 
Action Power (Wheelchairs & scooters) Action Manual (Lightweight wheelchairs) 
Opale range (Around the home accessories) 


Training continues 
throughout the year and 
all courses lead to NVQs 
or nationally recognised 
qualifications. We also 


Postcode 


The 1994 edition _of Queen Elizabeth’s Training College 
Information for Visitors with Freepost CF 3914, Bridgend, Glamorgan CF31 3BR. the residential college for people with disabilities 
Disabilities lists over 270 DN 6/94 

accessible National Trust 


properties. Free (also in large 
print) with a SAE and self- 
addressed adhesive label, from 
Valerie Wenham, Dept PR, The 
National Trust, 36 Queen Anne’s 
Gate, London SW1H 9AS. 


MOBILITY 
IN ACTION 


Disabled People’s _Inter- 

national (DPI) has relaunched Constables understand the needs of both the wheelchair user and the 
its quarterly magazine. Vox carer...which is not surprising when you consider our pedigree...with over 
Nostra is now called Disability MANUFACTURERS twelve years’ first-hand experience of the mobility market. 
eae et esis ‘ OF C AR C HAIR First, we developed the world eile and otitis Corht 
profiles eed campaigns. and having cut our teeth on this “world-beater”, we got to grips with 
Available from DPI, 101-7 rear access vehicles. 


We build the prototypes, test the results and then we modify the vehicles 
and we keep doing this, until we are satisfied that the fruits of our 
labours surpass the needs of our customers...and then...and only then 


Evergreen Pl, Winnipeg, Mb. 
Canada R3L 2T3. 


The Elderly Client Handbook 
is a guide to help solicitors 
provide the best possible 
Service to elderly clients. 
£19.95 (inc p&p) from the Law 
Society Shop, 227 The Strand, 
London WC2R IBA, tel: 071- 
242 1222. 


do we market the product. 
At Constables our wealth of experience dovetails with an under- 
standing of your needs...in essence a winning formula... 
a formula which combines style and practicality 
with economy...without compromise. 
Constables put mobility into action. 
To find out more, telephone or write. _> 


Fancy’ skiing in_ the 
Highlands? Scotland’s Alter- 
Native Skiers, based in 
Aberdeen, is looking for people 


with all kinds of disabilities 
who would like to become ty 
members. If you would be Constastes Ltp - DeptDN - MountNey Business PARK - WesTHAM - Pevensey - East Sussex - BN24 5NJ 


interested, contact Carol Scott, 
32 Broomhill Avenue, 
Aberdeen AB1 6JY. 


TELEPHONE (0323) 767574 / 440606 
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FOR SALE 


ORTHO KINETICS electric riser arm- 
chair, £300 or offers. Tel: 021-355 2144. 


BATRICAR PLUS EXTRAS, £500. 
Tel: (0705) 550233 (Hampshire). 


TRAILER FOR TOWING Batricar 
behind car, £200. Tel: (0705) 550233 
(Hampshire). 


LARK ELECTRIC SCOOTER, model 
4304, approximately 22 miles per charge. 
Speed control, anti-theft key switch, 
£1,000 ono. Tel: (0379) 740126. 


E&J WAYFARER power chair, £1,200 
ono. Tel: 081-858 7501. 


TRECA ADJUSTOMATIC electric 
bed, 4ft good condition, £650 collected. 
Tel: 071-262 4695 after 6pm. 


CARCHAIR AND HOIST suitable for 
front passenger, £250. Tel: (0279) 
723457. 


AQUAJACK BATTERY bath lift, ser- 
viced, £200. Tel: 081-854 8122 (Eve). 


TWO-YEAR-OLD LARK electric 
scooter, hardly used, £800 ono (cost 
£1,900 new). Tel: (0582) 760503. 


ELECTRIC TRICYCLE (TGA), as 
new. Front and rear lights, indicators, 
horn and battery, £1,500 ono. Tel: (0703) 
584561 (Southampton). 


BEC STIRLING SCOOTER, rarely 
used, immaculate, bargain, £795. Tel: 
081-207 1330. 


EVERACTIVE TURBO BOBCAT with 
two sets of wheels, standing frame and 
variable speed with microchip. Excellent 
condition, £1,800. Tel: 041-550 1385. 


VITESSE III, 16in seat, right-hand joy- 
stick, kerb climbers and charger, £400. 
Tel: (0455) 616445. 


— CYCLE FOR 
Negtitork 
Ww’ HEALTH & FUN 


Best range of 
special needs 
cycling equipment 


CALL NOW 
for information or demonstration. 
DEALERS NATIONALLY 

Neatwork, PO Box 2, 
Tel: 089088 3456 Coldstream, Berwickshire, 
Fax: 0890882709 scotland, TD12 4NW 
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WHEELCHAIR WAREHOUSE 


NISSAN PRAIRIE or vannette con- 
verted for wheelchair. Tel: (0788) 562282. 


WRK SUPA TRIKE, suitable for child 
without independent upper torso control 
as it has chest support, abductor pommell 
and sandal-type pedals. 1-4 ratio, so 
needs very little pedal power. As new, 
£450. Tel: 041-550 1385. 


CAR CHAIR, vgce with power-wheel 
retraction for front passenger position, 
suit Nissan Prairie. Cost £5,483 new, will 
sell for £950. Tel: (0532) 571245. 


SAFARI, PETROL-DRIVEN, invalid 
carriage, three-years-old, cost £3,500, 
will accept any reasonable offer. Tel: 
(0293) 402941 after 6pm (Crawley). 


TRAPP TRICYCLE for disabled child 
(three to five-years), back support, foot 
plates and safety belts. As new, £150. 
Tel: (0773) 874219 (Derbyshire). 


FOLDING MANUAL wheelchair suit- 
able for standard doorways, £120. Also 
rising-seat armchair, £180. Tel: (0273) 
304583 (Rottingdean). 


RUNAROUND INVALID electric tri- 
cycle with battery charger. In good work- 
ing order, £350 ono. Tel: (0403) 710347. 
Be brave and use our answerphone. 


CARTERS CHEETAH powerchair. 
16in standard seat, right-hand joystick, 
new July 1992, hardly used, vgc, £2,000. 
Tel: (0249) 720841. 


LEVO STAND-UP electric indoor 
wheelchair, £500 ono. Also, Brian Page 
controls and four-way joystick for Ford 
Escort, offers. Tel: (0245) 256843. 


PORTER WHEELCHAIR, electric 
and/or self-propelled. You simply 
unhook electric unit and put on quick- 
release self-propelled wheels. It only 
takes 30 seconds. Folds up very small, 18 
months-old, vgc, £1,100. Tel: (0634) 
845331 (Medway). 


a Accessible 
Adam Price “Venisies 
SPECIALIST SUPPLIER OF USED 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES 


Access conversions to your 
existing vehicle 


Passenger use conversions (windows 
trim and seating) to used vans. 


We sell and buy used vehicles. 


Tel: Office (0202) 814112, Mobile (0374) 899687. 
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MANUAL WHEELCHAIRS - ALL MODELS - ALL MAKES 
ALL LIGHTWEIGHT - KIDS - ELDERLY - SPORTS 


NEW, EX-DEMO, OR SECOND HAND CHAIRS (with a 3 month guarantee) 
CUSTOMISATION TO SPECIFIC NEEDS - OUR SPECIALITY 


OVER 100 CHAIRS IN STOCK 


ALL THE MAJOR, MODERN AND BEST DESIGNS 


YOU NAME IT - WE DO IT! 


WE ALSO STOCK PARTS, DO REPAIRS, HIRE AND INSURE. 
HOME VISITS ARRANGED. 


WAITING FOR THE NEXT EXHIBITION? WE ARE AN ALL YEAR ONE. 
THE PERMANENT EXHIBITION. OPEN WHEN YOU NEED IT. 
GBL IS A COMPANY OWNED AND RUN BY DISABLED PEOPLE. 


PART EXCHANGE YOUR OLD CHAIR 
OPEN SATURDAYS - 10 - 2PM ( or later by appointment) 
GBL WHEELCHAIR SERVICES LTD Unit 1-3, Shield Drive, Brentford, Middlesex TW8 9EX. 
Tel: 081-569 8955. Fax: 081-560 5380. 
AND ALSO AT 


GBL WHEELCHAIRS LIMITED. Unit 3 Martello Enterprise Centre, Courtwick Lane, Littlehampton, 
West Sussex BN17 7PA. Tel: (0903) 733528. Fax: (0903) 733530. 


- 
Classified lineage advertisements 
Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. Remember to 
allow a space for each comma or full stop and a space between words. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 
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STOWAWAY WHEELCHAIR, folds 
very small, lightweight, ideal for travel. 
Excellent condition, £200. Ergo-rest 
armrests, ideal as support or for anyone 
with decreased arm movement. Makes 
keyboard use easier. Tel: (0753) 883668. 


WHEELCHAIR self-propelled or atten- 
dant. Almost new, £160. Tel: (0691) 
661630. 


CONVERTED RENAULT Traffic, F 
reg, low mileage, complete with 
wheelchair, clamps and brand-new pow- 
ered rear lift, £4,500 for quick sale. Tel: 
(0780) 345190 after 6pm (South Lin- 
colnshire). 


LIBERTY 2, still guaranteed, £1,700 or 
swap, E&J Runaround, Vessa Trekka. 
Tel: (0325) 356390 (Co. Durham). 


HONDA CIVIC 1350 automatic, A reg, 
five-door, excellent condition, inside and 
out, 60,000 miles (genuine mileage), fit- 
ted with hand controls (removable). 
Much loved car, MOT and taxed, £1,300 
ono. Tel: (0782) 625100. 


VESSA VITESSE 2000 electric 
wheelchair with kerb-climbers. Only a 
few months old, used three times. Cost 


£2,800 - offers? Tel: (0527) 577390. 


LARK THREE-WHEEL electric 
scooter includes battery charger and out- 
side cover, £500. Tel: (0462) 892292. 


BATRICAR, red/black, three-years-old, 
hardly used, £1,100 ono, includes 
charger and shopping trolley. Tel: (0568) 
760661. 


ELAN ROTATING car seat for front 
passenger. Beige cloth, base frame will 
suit Marina estate, £50. Also, Niagara 
Massage Pad, £80. Tel: (0725) 510018. 


BED, ORTHOPAEDIC, adjustamatic, 
motorised bed. Massages and adjusts, 
ideal for disabled person, very comfort- 
able for small/medium sized person. 
Hardly used, cost £2,300 - offers? Tel: 
(0325) 314226 (Durham, may deliver). 


DMA SHOPRIDER _ four-wheeled 
scooter. As new, cost £1,895, will accept 
£1,350. Tel: (0953) 789672 (Norfolk). 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 
AND SCOOTERS WANTED. 
TOP PRICES PAID. 
NEARLY NEW AND HARDLY USED 
FOR SALE FROM HALF PRICE. 


FREE COLLECTIONS, 
DEMONSTRATIONS AND ADVICE - 
ALL AREAS COVERED. 


TEL: NORTH 061 237 5551 
SOUTH 081 343 3535 


E P C EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 


Specialising in: 
Lightweight, Rigid & 
Folding Wheelchairs 


* Expert Advice by Wheelchair 
Professionals 

* Home Demonstrations 

* Repairs, Servicing, Spares 

* Wheelchair Insurance 

* Authorised dealers for Quickie, 


Shadow, Top End, Action, Swede 


gesttery Phone for a Brochure or 
$#~*/% Further Information: 
EPC Head Office 


aS az Beg TeV/Fax: 0252 547939 


urow” ~— EPC Regional Office 
TeV/Fax: 0203 422327 


A company run by the disabled - for the disabled! 


LIFTING, RECLINING armchair, two- 
years-old, immaculate condition, sand 
colour, £400. Also, folding luxury com- 
mode, rarely used, £30. Tel: 081-876 4329. 


LARK TRIUMPH three-wheel scooter 
with battery charger. 20-months-old, hardly 
used, £1,200 ono. Tel: (0323) 646402. 


BEC TARGA electric wheelchair, three- 
years-old, hardly used, new batteries, last 
service March, standard seat (19in), front 
suspension, £1,300 ono. Tel: 091-384 
2056 (Durham). 


SHOPRIDER four-wheel scooter with 
front and rear baskets and auto battery 
charger. Genuine, as new condition, cost 
£1,850 without VAT, will accept £950. 
Also electric riser/recline armchair, 
excellent condition, £350. Tel: (0784) 
253555 (Heathrow area). 


ELECTRIC INVALID CHAIR, Lark 
4304, three-wheel with charger. Hardly 
used, two-years old, in good condition, 


£900. Tel: (0474) 356550. 


PRAIRIE 1.8, E reg, 2,200 miles, Broth- 
erwood conversion for wheelchair passen- 
ger. Purchased October 1993 for 
£11,100. _Genuine reason for sale 
(bereavement). Bargain at £9,500. Tel: 
(0475) 784128. 


ELSWICK ENVOY, A reg, wheelchair 
driven/hand controls. Regularly serviced, 
MOT, £2,500. Also shower wheelchair, 
£25. Tel: (0329) 667129. 


RENAULT ESPACE, Atlas conversion, 
F reg, 56,000 miles, high roof and strong 
ramp. Will carry one wheelchair and five 
seats or two wheelchairs and three seats. 
Vgc, silver/grey, MOT, clamps. Near 
junction 4A, off M3. Tel: (0252) 511922 
from 6 June. 


BEC 80 electric wheelchair, dismantles 
to fit in car boot. Comes with charger, 
kerb climber, left-hand or carer control. 
Cost over £2,000, little used. Excellent 
condition, £975. Tel: 081-966 2601 
(weekdays) or (0344) 23286 (weekends). 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR, Elite 


Whisper, vgc with kerb climber. £950 
ono. Tel: (0202) 730590. 


For a fast and efficient service call 
021-544 3089 or 021-366 6796 anytime. 
Free puncture proofing on all machines. 


ARE YOUA 
WHEELCHAIR USER? 


Is getting out of your chair into your car 
becoming more and more difficult, painful or 
just too much for your driver/carer? 


A Chairman Car from Gowrings means 
no more transferring, no more lifting, 
just travelling with the family whenever 


you choose, in comfort. 


for your full colour 
information pack. 


GOWRINGS MOBILITY 


Tel: 0635 871502 
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Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 


Send this coupon with your name and address, da 


12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ. 


DNr ; : : b a fi , : — . : 
a eserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary at no additional cost. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 
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ytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now, to: 
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TALBOT RANCHO for driver and 
three passengers. Has Poyntings conver- 
sion for rear wheelchair passenger. Ser- 
viced, taxed, mot, 60,000 miles, £2,500 
ono. Tel: (0905) 353979 (Worcester). No 


time wasters please. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR, 17in seat, 
Vessa Vitesse model 440, three-years-old, 
good condition, new motor, regularly ser- 
viced, £850 ono with charger. Tel: 071- 
703 0605. 


ELECTRIC RECLINING = armchair 
with leg rest and lifting action to standing 
position. Fully upholstered in Draylon, 
very comfortable. As new, only used six 
weeks, bargain at £700. Tel: (0372) 373890. 


RENAULT RECRO auto-sleeper 2 plus 
2, 1993, 1,000 miles only, as new, with 
wheelchair ramp and clamps, toilet, 
fridge, cooker etc. £14,000 ono. Tel: 
(0375) 891463 (Essex). 


FORD TRANSIT, 1991, 18,000 miles, 
automatic, power steering, full conver- 
sion, Auto Ricon lift, five seats and 
wheelchair. Tel: 081-979 9246. 


AUSTIN MAESTRO 1.6 auto, vge, fit- 
ted with Bekker hand-controls and steer- 
ing knob. Five-door hatchback, plenty of 
room, one year MOT, low mileage, 
£1,250 ono. Tel: (0268) 779486. 


ESCORT, two-door, auto, E reg, 26,000 
miles, hand-control, _brake/accelerator, 
electric swivel driver’s seat, knee lift bar, 
power steering, cruise control, flip-up ped- 
als, central locking, electric windows, 
£4,950 ono. Tel: (0635) 248765 (Newbury). 


STANNAH  STAIRLIFT, presently 
installed in Birmingham, can be seen 
working. Excellent condition, suitable for 
straight stairs. Job transfer forces sale. 
£1,000 or £900 if new owner arranges 
removal of lift. Tel: (0443) 740791. 


B REG VW CARRAVET, high top, 
sleeps four, 36,000 miles, vgc, auto with 
full auto wheelchair lift, clamps fitted, 
£8,000. Tel: (0642) 606953. Mobile: 
(0831) 875095. 


AUTOCHAIR, £800. Hand-control £50, 
steering knob, £15 - both to fit Ford 
Fiesta. Tel: (0325) 312119 (Durham). 


SWEDE 24F wheelchair with quick 
release wheels plus side panels, £500 
ono. Contact Nigel Cook, tel: (0443) 
227172 (24 hours). 


PROPERTY FOR SALE 


DETACHED BUNGALOW, Ottery St 
Mary, near Simouth, Devon. White oak 
kitchen, two bedrooms, garage etc. 
Adapted for disabled person. £74,950. 
Tel: (0404) 812606. 


Disability Now is not responsible 
for claims made in the advertise- 
ments it prints and all readers are 
advised to check claims with the 


advertisers before relying on them. 


NIAGARA MASSAGE PADS, hand units. 
Adjustamatic massage beds, reclining 
massage chairs, nearly new, half prices, 
reconditioned, year warranty, guaranteed 
first class goods. Part exchanges, 
repairs, COD, Access, Visa accepted. Tel: 
(0460) 61157. 


POWERCHAIRS 
(MOBILITY CONSULTANTS) 
Nearly new, hardly used 
Electric Wheelchairs, 
Scooters, Batricars. All models 
wanted and for sale. The right one to 
suit your individual problem. 

Free Advice, 
Delivery, Collection. 
All Areas Covered. 
Free AA membership 
with every purchase. 
Ring Mr Gibbons 
021-357 4965. 

All major credit 
cards accepted 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS ... 
... and make a big impression. 
Small ads in DN reach over 
80,000 people for just £3 a 
line . All small ads must be 


paid for advance. If you want 
to advertise, please use the 
form on the left. Send it with 
a cheque for the total to DN, . 
address page 2. 
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For Personal ads please 
send a cheque or postal 
order for £3 payable to 


Disability Now with your 
ad. This is to help cover 
our costs. 


“CARING MALE (36) with sense of 
‘humour, slightly disabled with arthritis 
| but mobile, enjoys driving, pub lunches, 

'watching tv, holidays and music. Seeks 
caring female with sense of humour. Any 
area. Box No. 670. 


35-YEAR-OLD MALE paralysed, both 
legs and one arm, great sense of humour, 
wide variety of interests, seeks female 
(18+) for friendship. Box No. 671. 


MALE (36), single, Merseyside area. I 
have a slight leg disability, fully 
independent, own home, car and 
responsible job. Interests include 
motoring, cinema, theatre, eating out, 
days out and music. I would like to meet 
a caring and sincere lady preferably able- 
bodied, but not essential, for a 
long lasting, meaningful relationship. 
Box No. 672. 


HANDSOME MALE STUDENT, 
happily married, seeks disabled or able- 
bodied gay or bi male for friendship, 
correspondence. I am bi, but never 
shared my feelings with anyone, and so feel 
isolated and lonely. I am a wheelchair user 
due to a road accident. My interests include 
psychology, photography, computers, 
travelling and herbs. Box No. 673. 


23-YEAR-OLD WOMAN, | disabled, 
loves France seeks a French pen-friend 
of similar age in this country or abroad. 
Box No. 674. 


HI, I am a disabled man (26) - friendly, 
affectionate and understanding. I would 
like to get to know a girl who is 
interesting and understanding for 
friendship, cuddles and cosy nights in. 
Contact me if you’re fed up with being 
alone. Box No. 675. 


PERFECTLY NORMAL INDIAN 
male looking for lots of pen-friends to 
exchange gifts and visits. I like all the 
good things in life, and I have a great 
sense of humour. All letters will be 
answered. Anyone interested? Box No. 676. 


OUTGOING MALE with’ cp 
(wheelchair user) would like to meet 
female (25-35) for friendship, outings and 
good fun. West Yorkshire area only. 
Box No. 677. 


INTELLIGENT, CARING and 
romantic Aquarian male, mid-30s, own 
home, 5ft 10in, slightly disabled, seeks 
close, tactile, loving relationship with 
reasonably attractive lady (25-35). Looks 
and character are far more important 
than disability. PS. I have two cats. 
Box No. 678. 


MALE (33) with cp seeks a male pen- 
friend of similar age who likes 
Meeting people and has own transport. 
Box No. 679. 


27-YEAR-OLD female Open University 
student with Athotoid Cerebral Palsy. 
My hobbies are reading, cinema, cooking, 
cats, outdoor life and snow skiing. I have 
a wicked sense of humour, enjoy a good 
life and like to be in the centre of all 
activities. I would like to write to a 

Sensitive, able-bodied guy (27-35). So if you 
a that guy, write with a photo of yourself 
and let’s have a laugh. Box No. 680. 


MALE (36) seeks meaningful 
friendship/relationship with caring, 
sharing, considerate, sincere, down-to- 
earth lady (30-45). Looks are 
unimportant - personal qualities are. 
Bury/Lancashire area. Box No. 681. 


LADY, SLIGHTLY DISABLED (20), 
enjoys music, cinema and watching 
videos. Would like friends and possibly a 
loving man (20-27) with a good sense of 
humour. S London area. Box No. 682. 


MALE (32) seeks disabled friends of any 
age or sex. Interests include music, travel 
and computers. Please write as I would 
like to make new friends. Box No. 683. 


A TRUE FRIEND is required by a 
disabled graduate (male) of 45 years-of- 
age. Indian origin - came to Britain in 
1967. Graduated in 1974 in 
Pharmacology. Did have Meningitus - 
now fully recovered. Box No. 684. 


FEMALE (mid 40s), looking for friends in 
South Avon and pen-friends anywhere - 
both male and female. I use a wheelchair 
outdoors because of a back injury. My 
interests are New Age philosophies, 
natural therapies and writing. I enjoy 
meditation, massage, conversation, reading, 
tv, my two cats and my garden. I would 
like to hear from anyone who shares my 
interests. Box No. 685. 


28-YEAR-OLD cp lady, just needs a 
helping hand and support to walk. Likes 
include Bingo, pop music, video films 
and reading. Would like a male (25-35) 
for friendship and possibly future 
romance. Must be single, have a car, no 
children, able-bodied or disabled near 
Derby. Photo please. Box No. 686. 


There is a short waiting list for Personal 
ads. Do not worry if your advert is not in 


immediately, it will probably appear next 
month. 


MALE, 50, FRENCH, able-bodied, 
living in France, working in a university 
(History), wants to correspond, or more, 
with disabled ladies (leg amputees). 
Photo appreciated. Box No. 687. 


ROMANTIC, 34-year-old, mobile male 
with rheumatoid arthritis, lonely in need 
of TLC, seeks attractive, able- 
bodied/disabled female nurse (or related 
profession) (25-38), for friendship/ 
relationship leading to marriage. West 
London or South East region. Photo 
appreciated. Box No. 688. 


WIDOWER, YOUNG 50, dark hair, 
green eyes, Is there a very caring lady 
(40-50) who could settle down with a 
chap with MS? Lots of interests, house 
(Kent area) and car. Photo appreciated. 
All letters answered. Make my life 
complete. Box No. 689. 


PRESENTABLE, UNPRETENTIOUS 
gent, 57. Disabled, but independent, own 
home and car. Many interests including 
photography, PCW, books, radio etc. 
Would like to meet a lady (driver if 
possible) with a gsoh who would 
appreciate sincerity, sensitivity, affection 
and plenty of tle. Wirral/Chester area. 
Box No. 690. 


To reply to a Personal ad indicate the Box 
Number and mark the envelope Private and 


Confidential. If you do not it will be opened. 
Send to DN, address on page 2. 


FRIENDSHIP AGENCIES 


081-958 9657 
Dates 


for the 


Disabled 


A better life 


Social 
contacts 
provided. 
(All areas) 


36 Park Grove 
Edgware 
Middlesex 
HA8 7SJ 


THE PHONE-A-FRIEND CLUB 

“The Friendship Club” for new friends 

or more friends. Singles and couples 

aged 18+. Disabled welcome. SAE to 

24 King’s Road, London NW10 2BP. 
Tel: 081-459 4218. 


Anybody - Any Age - Anywhere - 
Able-bodied or Disabled. Choose 
Your Own Ideal Relationship. 
Mutual Essential Links, 1 Weir 
Street, Northwich, Cheshire CW9 
5HL. Tel: 0606 49093 (24hrs). 
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For people with disabilities. 
Be assertive and join Handidate. 
The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevallier Street 
Ipswich, Suffolk 1P1 2PB. 


Telephone: (0473) 226950. 
Currently we have fewer women than men and 
would particularly encourage applications from 

the female section. But nevertheless Handidate is 
open to both sexes. 


_ HAD A GOOD HOL? 
Have you lust {retuned from holiday or are you  etiing 
idy to go somewhere nice? If you've had a super time — 
_ somewhere, why not let other disabled readers know _ 
_ about it by writing an article for DN’s holiday special, 
_—=—=—*ésaappeering in the January issue? 
Jn the first instance, please send a brief letter to 
in, the Editor, DN, 12 ran Crescent, 
_ London WAN 4EQ. 


EXHIBITIONS AND CONFERENCES 
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European Conference 
& Exhibition about 
access to the built 

environment 


27 & 28 October 1994 
at Chester Racecourse 


CONFERENCE - Contact Lisa McCreadie-Tabaki, Cheshire County 
Council, County Hall, Chester, Cheshire CH1 3YZ. Tel 0244 602498. 
EXHIBITION - Contact Bob Moss/Richard Evans, 

Austin Knight UK Ltd.. Tel 061 834 8723. 


Removing Disabling Barriers AZ \ 
Two-day conference at PSI qD Ip 
22 - 23 September 1994 YY f- 


The Policy Studies Institute is organising a two-day conference to look at 
policy options for addressing discrimination against disabled people. 

The conference will be held on 22 and 23 September 1994 at PSI’s central 
London conference centre (which has disabled access and facilities). 
Topics to be covered include employment, social security, education, 
access, transport & environment, and anti-discrimination legislation. 
Speakers will include PROFESSOR MIKE OLIVER, RACHEL HURST, 
DR COLIN BARNES and RICHARD BERTHOUD. 


For further details and booking forms, contact the 

Conference Administrator, 

Policy Studies Institute, 100 Park Village East, London NW1 3SR 
Tel: 071 387 2171 Fax: 071 388 0914 


BURSARIES 


Disability Arts 
Video Project 


@ As part of the commitment to the development and 
understanding of arts and disability, the Arts Council 
in collaboration with the Regional Arts Boards, is cre- 
ating a disabled lead video production fund. 


@ Bursaries will be given for innovative and original 
approaches to proposals that deal with arts subjects 
and issues arising from the arts activities of 
disabled people. 


@ For application forms send SAE marked Disability 
Arts Video Project, to your Regional Arts Board. If you 
are unclear which Regional Art Board covers your 
area contact Will Bell, Disability Arts Video Project, 
Arts Council of England, 14 Great Peter Street, 
London SW1P 3NQ. Telephone 071-973 6455. 


i The closing date for the completed applications 
is 27th June 1994. 


I The Arts Council has an equal opportunities policy and warmly 
welcomes applications from all sections of the community. 


THE ARTS COUNCIL 
OF ENGLAND 


WANTED 


URGENTLY NEEDED, Nissan Prairie, 
either model with full Brotherwood con- 
version. Tel: 081-959 2101. 


ROTATING CAR SEAT required. 
Must fit most makes. Tel: (0325) 356390. 
(Co. Durham.) 


KEY GUARD and/or printer for BBC2 
exchange concept key board. Tel:081-674 
6905. 


ALVEMA 100 wanted urgently. Contact 
Mrs Marsh, tel: (0442) 235124. 


HOLIDAYS 


Winged Fellowship 

provides holidays for WINGED 
severely physically EF ELLOWSHIP 
disabled people at five «.se1 

UK centres and on 

overseas and touring 

trips. Come alone or with a carer 
(one-to-one care is provided). 


Write or ‘phone for brochure: Angel 
House, 20-32 Pentonville Road, 
London N1 9XD (tel: 071-833 2594). 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“1992 Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair 
users and their families. Rural setting 
with superb views. Dogs welcome. Wood 
burning stoves and daily meal service. 
Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, St Breward, 
Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4LZ. Telephone 
Bodmin (0208) 850277 or 850617. 


Mar Y Sol - Tenerife. Wheelchair accessible 
apartments. Heated pool with hoist, restaurant, 
poolside bar, equipment hire. Ring today for 
video and cheapest prices on flights. 
Algarve - Portugal. Wheelchair friendly luxury 
villas in Portugal with swimming pools or 
mini hotel with adapted rooms. 

Sue Abbott, 123 Coppermill Road, Wraysbury, 
Staines, Middx TW19 5NX. Tel: (0753) 685718. 


NORTH DEVON, self-catering cottages 
sleeping 4-6 (2 specially designed for 
wheelchairs) fully equipped and heated - 
linen provided. Peaceful country setting 
for touring Exmoor, Dartmoor and Devon 
Coast. Brochure from South Coombe 
Farm, Witheridge, Tiverton, Devon EX16 
8QL, tel: (0884) 860302. 


St. Leonards, Sussex. 7 berth 
caravan adapted for disabled 
people on Haven Site. For 
colour brochure. Tel: Shepway 
MS (0303) 242009. 


The Access Holiday Guide 
Detailing many “Wheelchair Friendly 
Holiday Venues”. Excellent value at 
£3.65 inc p&p from Access Holiday 

Guide, 7 Roundberry Drive, 

Salcombe, Devon, TQ8 8LY. 


ISLE OF SKYE, SCOTLAND 
Self-catering cottage newly built for 
disabled. 3 bedrooms. Situated at the 
base of the Cullin Hills with beautiful sea- 
ward views. Comfortable, well equipped. 
Dogs and children welcome. 

Tel: 0478 613044. 


GLEBE FARM HOLIDAYS 
SELF CATERING COTTAGES FOR 
THE DISABLED 
Glebe Farm, Charles Brayford 
Nr. Barnstaple, North Devon EX32 7PT 
Telephone: 0598 710241 
Open all year. Wheelchair accessible. 
Equipment available. 

Please contact: Valerie Boddington 


BRITTANY COTTAGE to let. 
Fully adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C Hodgson. Tel: (0924) 454300. 


Costa Blanca - Spain 
Wheelchair accessible twin bedded 
accommodation. Swimming pool, adapted 
minibus, plus various trips and outings 
included. For full details send for a free colour 
brochure to: Daystar Holidays Ltd, 26 Scotts 
Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 5RG or 
telephone (0892) 525133. 


24 Hour 
Information Service 


HFD 


immediate List of Hotels, Guest Houses and B/B 
Call: 0891 545563 


Holidays Facilities Database, P.O. Box 1831, 
Dorchester, Dorset DT2 7YU Telephone: 0850 
881946 

Calls cost 39p per minute cheap rate, 49p per 
minute all other times. 


More holiday ads on page 34 
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34 CLASSIFIED 


Did you know that 
Disability Now is a 
non-profit making 
newspaper and wel- 


comes donations? If 

you can help, write to 
DN, 12 Park Crescent, 

London WIN 4EQ. 


HOLIDAYS CONTINUED 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA. HOLIDAY OF A 
LIFETIME! Fully accessible, spacious, 
luxury, adapted bungalow. Golf/Country 
Club Membership. 3 Double Bedrooms, 
2 Bathrooms (Mangar Bathlift installed) 
Cable TV, Telephone. 10 minutes 
airport, 15 minutes Disney. DON’T MISS 
IT! Contact paraplegic owner, 
Sue Fisher Tel/Fax: 061 792 3029, 
5 Park Lane, Broughton Park, Salford 
M7 4HT. Highly recommended. 


Loire Valley, France 
Auberge De La Tour 


A small family run guest house catering 
for disabled people and their families and 
carers under the personal supervision of the 
owner who is a qualified nurse. Holidays 
inclusive of local excursions in a mini-bus 
with tail-lift. For brochure write or phone 
John and Pat Bartlam, 6 Capel Lane, 
Exmouth, Devon EX8 2Q2Z. 
Tel: 0395 266011 (Eves only). 


Llandeilo, West Wales. 3 comfortable well 


4. Central heating, CTV, laundry, fitness room. 
Large orchard and a very warm welcome. Open 
all year, short breaks avaiiable.Tel: Catherine 
McLoughlin (0558) 823059 for brochure. 


SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS, STRATHSPEY 
Newly restored traditional cottage in peaceful 
village. Wheelchair access throughout. STB cat. 
2. Sleeps 5. Open plan living area, south facing 
sun porch, en-suite bathroom. Pinewoods, bird 
watching, pavement from garden gate. 

Tel: 0381 620802 or 0479 821642. 


One for accompanied disabled visitors. 
Self-Catering - Provisions by request 

2 miles off Jur:ction 13 M5. 

Booking & Brochure 

Tel: (0452) 740204 

Write: Teesdale, 

Whitminster GL2 7PN 


NAISH HOLIDAY VILLAGE, New 
Milton, Hampshire. Fully equipped, 
completely wheelchair accessible, 
two-bedroom bungalow. Sleeps six. 
Site near sea with access to New 
Forest, Bournemouth, Excellent site 
facilities 100 yards from chalet. 
Details, Mr P Cash, tel: (0425) 
672055. 


LOOE, CORNWALL. Fully equipped, 
self-catering, two-bedroom bungalow. 
Sleeps six. Site near sea with easy 
access to beach, shop and camp 
facilities. Easily accessible for wheel- 
chairs. Details, Mr P Cash, tel: 
(0425) 672055. 


SOUTH WEST WALES 
Luxury caravans (one specially designed for 
wheelchair users and their families). 
On beautifully situated, friendly family run park. 
250 yds from sandy beach. Heated pool. 

Bar/restaurant. Games room. Sunrise Bay 

Holiday Park, Llansteffan, Carmarthen, Dyfed, 
SA33 5LP. Phone: 0267 83394. 


“SOUTHDOWN” 
A Holiday Home for the Disabled. 

1 St Mary's Road, Frinton-on-Sea, Essex 
C013 Q9AE. Tel: (0255) 672790. 
Offering full board and an awareness 
of the holiday needs of our less 
mobile guests and their carers. 

RING OR WRITE FOR OUR BROCHURE 
(Administered by the Southend Holiday Home 


for the Disabled Trust - a registered charity.) 


YORKSHIRE DALES 
Self-catering cottage adapted for 
wheelchair visitors. Newly converted 
barn on nigh moorland, between Pateley 
Bridge an Grassington. Beautiful views. 
Sleeps up to 5. Comfortable, well- 
equipped. Children, dogs welcome. 

Phone: (0423) 711747. 


Disability Now is not responsible 
for claims made in the advertise- 


ments it prints and all readers are 
advised to check claims with the 
advdertisers before relying on them. 


Disability Information & Advice North East 
INFORMATION WORKER 


Salary: £15,000 (1 year fixed term contract) 


This post seeks to build on the research findings of the initial stages 
of the DIANE Project. It offers an opportunity to influence the 
development of information provision amongst self help groups and 
disability organisations and to ensure that other statutory and voluntary 
organisations develop a knowledge of good practice and incorporate 
this into their information provision. 


This post is open only to disabled applicants and will be based at the 
Dene Centre, which is fully accessible to disabled people. 


Closing date: 24th June 


Further details and application form available from: DIANE Project, 
c/o Dene Centre, Castle Farm Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 1PH. 
Please send SAE and also state if you want the above in 
braille, large print or tape. 


Bey ASSOCIATION OF PEOPLE 
WITH DISABILITIES 


ADMINISTRATOR 


Salary £12,195 (incl. London Weighting) 
35 hours per week 


ry abl 9 


“ee witn 0 


We would prefer to appoint a disabled person to this post 
which entails running our very busy office and dealing with 
personal callers and telephone queries. Knowledge of 
disability issues and reasonable keyboard skills essential. 
Welfare benefits experience an asset. Applicants must 
demonstrate organisational abilities, tact and sensitivity. 


LAPD is wheelchair accessible. 


Job description and application form (available in large 
print and on tape) from: 


LAPD 67 Engleheart Road, Catford SE6 2HN. 
Tel: 081-698 3775. Minicom: 081-698 7384. 


Closing date: Friday 24 June 1994 
Interviews: Friday 15 July 1994 


RAGLAN HOUSING 
ASSOCIATION LTD 


The Association delivers housing services to over 5,700 homes through eight 
area and local offices in the South, the Midlands and the North West. We 
provide housing for a range of client groups, including people who are 
homeless or poorly housed, disabled people of all ages, retired people, families 
and others in housing need. 


We are an Equal Opportunities Employer. We welcome applications from 
suitably qualified and experienced people regardless of race, gender, religion, 
disability, age or sexual orientation. 


Anyone interested in working for Raglan or in finding out further 
information should write to the Personnel Officer, Raglan Housing Association 
Limited, Wright House, 12-14 Castle Street, Poole, Dorset BH15 1BQ. 
Alternatively, you will see our job adverts placed in your local newspaper or in 
specialist journals such as Housing Association Weekly or Inside Housing. 

We may not have any vacancies at present but will be happy to keep your 


details on file and contact you if and when the type of vacancy you are 
interested in arises. 


DN CREDIT CARD 


HOTLINE 


@ PHONE NOW 


And take advantage of our special offer 
14 issues for the price of 12 


071 383 4575 


This offer is open to new subscribers only 


EMPOWERING DISABLED 
IN THE NORTH 


Disability Action North East (DANE) have secured 
funding from the Baring Foundation and Charity Projects to 
employ a full time development worker on a two year 
contract to develop disabled people self organisation in Tyne 
& Wear, and work towards the formation of a Coalition of 
Disabled People in the area. 


Disability movement or community development experience 
essential. 


Open to Job Share. Full training and support given. 
Salary: $01.29 - $01.31 (£15,903 - £16,962 


The Northern Disability Arts Forum (NorDAF) wish to 
appoint a new development worker (3 days), focussing on © 
outreach with disabled people and Disability Arts project 
development throughout the Northern Arts Region. Funded 

by Northern Arts and the Platinum Trust, this post is a job 
share with an existing employee. 


Training and support given, office hours negotiable. 
Salary: $01.29 - $01.31 (£15,903 - £16,962) Pro Rata | 


Both these posts are open to Disabled People only. 


Application forms and further information from: : 
NorDAfF, All Saints Church, Akenside Hill, Newcastle, NE1 : 
2EW. Phone & Minicom 091 222 0708, Fax 091 222 0573. 


(Specify NorDAF/DANE or both. Please state information | 
format required; Print, Large Print, Tape or Braille.) 


Closing date July ist, interviews July 13th. 


For further information on either post, ring Tom Shakespeare 
on 091 515 2192 or fax him on 091 515 2229. 


DISABILITY ADVOCATE 
TAUNTON DEANE AND WEST SOMERSET 


A flexible and enthusiastic person with initiative and good ‘people’ skills is 
sought for this position. The post involves increasing group and individual 
participation in decision-making, promoting disability awareness and promoting 
information services. 

Applicants with disabilities would have valuable experience to bring to the post. 
Hours 30 per week. Salary £8,547 - £10,235. The post is initially for a 1 year 
period. 

For application form_and further information contact - Harry Clark-Wilson, WHERE, 
The Portakabin, Fore Stre r Park, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AG. 


Closing Date 27 June 1994. Interviews 21 July 1994. 


RECRUITING 
QUALITY 
PEOPLE FOR 
QUALITY 
SERVICES 


@ Hackney chief Executive's Office 


Disabled 
Employee Resource 
Bank Co-ordinator 


£19,581 - £20,619 pro rata 
17.5 hours per week 


Disability Unit 


The Disability Unit wishes to recruit a JobMatch 
Co-ordinator to run this popular programme matching 
disabled job-seekers with Council vacancies. 

This appointment is part-time (17.5 hours a week) 
and temporary - until 31st March 1995, to cover a 
secondment. 

The successful applicant will be a disabled person with a 
thorough understanding of equal opportunities and 
discrimination at work, computing experience, and the 
ability to meet strict deadlines (JobMatch is issued 
weekly). You should also be able to promote the 
programme to disabled job-seekers and local employers. 


Application form and further details from The 
Recruitment Office, Town Hall, Mare Street, London E8 
1EA. Telephone: 081-986 5331 (ansaphone). 


Please quote ref: CESX050/DN. 

Closing date: 5pm 17 June 1994. 

Shortlisting date: week commencing 20 June 1994. 
Interview date: week commencing 27 June 1994. 

We provide a smoke free work environment. 

All applications for jobs are considered on merit, with equal opportunities for 


women, black and ethnic minorities, lesbians and gay men and people with 
disabilities. Job share applications are welcomed with or without a partner. 


London Borough of 
GH Hackney 
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ACTION DISABILITY 
KENSINGTON & CHELSEA 


YOUNG PERSONS PROJECT ADMINISTRATOR 


Salary: Scale 4 Pro Rata £13,131 - £14,415 
20 hours per week (Mon-Fri, 1.30 - 5.30pm) 


| 
| NEWS QUIZ 
ANSWERS 


1. Manchester United 
| 2. The African National 
| Congress 3. Ayrton Senna 
4. The Red Kite 5. One 
quarter 6. Jimmy White 
7. John Betjeman 
8. Richard Nixon 9. 61 
110. David Evans 


adkc 


actively working 
towards equality 


A disabled person is required to be an Administrator for this project set up by the 
ADKC to broaden opportunities in training and leisure for younger disabled people 
(aged 16-45). 


You should have sound administrative experience and methodical but flexible approach. 
Good communication skills, keyboard skills and enthusiasm essential. 


We pursue a policy of equality of opportunity. The offices are fully accessible and 
finance is available for adaptations. 


CROSSWORD For further information and application form, contact ADKC on 071 937 7073. 
‘ANSWERS Closing date for applications: 20th June 1994, 


ACROSS: 1. Humanity 

| 5. Rig 7. Muscular 

§10. Van 12. Tug 13. Ionic 
| 15. Elephantine 16. Nest 
17. Yet 19. Root 20. Vam- 
pire 22. Let 23. Gus 

» 24. Orion 25. Leo 

| 26. Toy 27. Ping Pong 
DOWN: 1. Hamper 

| 2. Mysteriously 

| 3. Naughty 4. Train sta- 
‘tion 5. Ravine 6. Gun 

8. Cup 9. Rot 11. Aces 
14. Ninepin 18. Ever 

19. Right 21. Roman 

| 22. Loop 


Deadlines for Disability Now's July issue: booking by 
11 June, camera ready artwork/copy by 15 June. 


Disability Access Officer 


(Part-time) 
E6 Pro rata £13,434 - £14,799 


(Fixed term contract initially for one year) 


Erewash is committed to enhancing the awareness of access and 
facilities for disabled people throughout the Borough. As an 
integral part of this, a key post has been established within the 
Technical Services Department to promote the needs of 
disabled people. 


Duties will include promotional and research work; acting as a 
Community Liaison Officer by establishing links with local 
access groups and other relevant bodies; advising Council 
departments, developers, applicants and visitors on related 
matters and checking Building Regulation and Planning 
applications for satisfactory access and facilities for disabled 
people. It is essential that you have an awareness of the needs of 
disabled people. 


| TO ADVERTISE YOUR 

VACANCIES/COURSES 

| please contact the 

i Advertisement Direc- 

: tor, Richard Gresham, 

| Kingslea Press Ltd, 
12 Dock Offices, 

| Surrey Quays Road, 
London SE16 2XU. 

| Tel Oi 252515362 

| Fax: 071-237 8019 


Good presentation and communication skills are important. You 
must be able to demonstrate an ability to interpret legislation 
and evaluate proposals shown on plans and offer advice to 
designers and building owners. You will be expected to visit 
premises that may be only partially completed. Flexible hours 
based on 181/2 hours per week may include some evening or 
weekend work. A current driving licence is essential. 


The Borough of Erewash has a population of 108,000 and is 
conveniently situated between Derby and Nottingham 
adjacent to the M1 and within easy reach of the scenically 
attractive areas of Derbyshire. 


Disability Now 
Subscription Rates 


Individual at home address: 
one year, £10, two years, £19. 


Organisations/authorities: 
one year, £15, two years, £29. 

Overseas: one year, £20. 
Multiple copies: 2 copies £24; 

3 copies £36; 4 copies £48; 

5 copies £60; 6-9 copies £72; 

10-50 copies £100; 51-100 
copies £125. One year only. 


For an informal discussion, please 
telephone Colin Hurt, Principal Building 
Control Officer on (0602) 461321 ext 643. 


Application form and job description 
are available from Personnel Division, 
Erewash Borough Council, 1 Derby Road, 
Ilkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 5FE, 
telephone (0602) 444544 (24 hour 
answering machine), returnable 

by 18 June 1994. 


An Equal Opportunities Employer 


Trainee Assistant Producer/Researcher 


Science & Features 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO MAKE SCIENCE ENTERTAINING FOR 
A NON-SPECIALIST AUDIENCE? 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO EQUIP YOURSELF WITH THE CHANCE 
OF WINNING A PLACE ON ONE OF OUR TALENTED TEAMS? 


Science and Features Department, Television, the largest television Science department in the world, 
which makes programmes such as Tomorrow’s World, QED, Horizon and Troubleshooter is able to offer 
a number of nine-month training opportunities across the range of its varied output. At least one of these 
opportunities is reserved specifically for people from an Asian, Afro-Caribbean or a Chinese background, 
or a person with a disability, as these groups are currently under-represented within the department. 

You must have a keen interest in, knowledge of, and enthusiasm for a broad range of scientific, 
technological and medical subjects and issues. Even more important, you must be able to communicate 
these in a clear and coherent way to audiences with varying levels of scientific know-how on BBC1 and 
BBC2. A degree and/or some kind of journalism or equivalent media experience is required. You should 
also be able to demonstrate your visual flair and imagination, and must be able to operate effectively as 
part of a team. You should be prepared to work outside office hours and away from home as necessary. 

You may be asked to work on Tomorrow’s World, Horizon or on one of the department’s many 
documentary series. The traineeships will offer opportunities in research, learning about archive, 
developing ideas for film, selecting locations and contacting potential contributors. At the end of the 
training you should be able to compete for vacancies within the department, although employment 
cannot be guaranteed. 


Salary c. £16,000 p.a. (pro-rata whilst training). Based West London. a” AL y y 

This is advertised under Section 37 of the Race Relations Act (1976). N 7 

For a special Science & Features Application Form and information pack, please ie be 
send a postcard (quote ref. 15313/D) by June 9th to BBC Recruitment Services, « z 


PO Box 7000, London W12 7ZY. Tel: 081-749 7000 Minicom 081-752 5151. 
Application forms to be returned by June 14th. 
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CLASSIFIED 35 


es, 
KIDS 


WORKING FOR 
CHILDREN WITH 
SPECIAL NEEDS 


, 


A REGISTERED CHARITY 
275936 


KIDS North Kensington 
CENTRE DIRECTOR 


Full-time 36 hours or job-share 
£21,009 to £22,656 including LW (plus 
July pay award) 


NUMBER 


KIDS North Kensington is recognised 
locally as a key provider of services to families with children 
with special needs. We need a Centre Director (or two) to 
manage the Centre’s work. 


Our multi-disciplinary team provide a variety of services in 
three London boroughs. It will be your responsibility to 
enable them to maintain our reputation for high quality 
based on our equal opportunities policy and in partnership 
with parents. 


You will have good awareness of the issues facing people 
with different disabilities. Ideally, we would like to recruit 
someone who has personal experience of disability. 


We have a rich mix of abilities, races, cultures, religions and 
languages amongst our service users. Consequently, you 
must be able to actively develop the accessibility of 
services to all. 


You will need experience of managing staff and finances as 
well as skills in working directly with families yourself. 


For an application form and further information please 
telephone or write to: 

KIDS National Office (North Kensington recruitment) 
80 Waynflete Square, London W10 6UD. 

Telephone: 081 969 2817. 


Closing date: 20 June 1994. Interviews will be held in early 
July 1994. 


KIDS is working towards equality of opportunity. 


WALTHAM FOREST ASSOCIATION OF wn 
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

WFAPD is looking for a disabled person to be its next 
& 


Coordinator <a> 
Salary £19,113 (PO01.33 + O.L.W) pro-rata for a 30 hour week 


The Coordinator will have responsibility for implementing WFAPD’s 
aims and objectives which are to promote equal opportunities and 
full participation in the community for disabled people. Current areas 
of work being undertaken by WFAPD include the establishment of self 
advocacy and independent living projects. 


You will head a small team of staff based in the WFAPD office and 
will have overall responsibility for ensuring the smooth day-to-day 
running and financial viability of the organisation. You will need to 
have good communication skills, an ability to prioritise work and to 
manage change. An understanding of some of the major issues 
confronting the voluntary sector is important. 


Closing date:- Monday 27th June 1994. For an information pack and 
application form, please contact Voluntary Action Waltham Forest, 

Unit 37, Alpha Business Centre, South Grove, Walthamstow, London 
E17 7NX, tel 081 521 0377 voice and minicom. Information on tape. 
The WFAPD office is accessible. 


This post in only open to disabled people. 
WFAPD IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 


AVON COALITION OF DISABLED PEOPLE 


A fast expanding organisation controlled by Disabled People, requires Disabled People 
to fill the following posts:- 


COMMUNITY CARE WORKER (17 hours) 

Salary: £14,319 - £15,288 (pro-rata) 

This will involve ensuring that Disabled People in Avon understand and are able to 
access their rights in relation to community care through development work, training 
and information provision. 


DISABILITY ARTS AGENCY CO-ORDINATOR (Jobshare: 14 hours) 
Salary: £15,903 - £18,504 (pro-rata) 

To manage and co-ordinate the work of the Disability Arts Agency within the overall 
structure of ACODP. A background in the arts is essential. 


FINANCE/ADMINISTRATION WORKER (35 hours) 

Salary £12, 624 - £13,863 

To provide financial and administrative support to the Independent Living Scheme, 
(Avon), which will be run by ACODP in partnership with Avon County Council. 


PERSONAL ASSISTANTS EMPLOYMENT ADVISOR (35 hours) 
Salary: £14,319 - £15,288 

To advise and support Disabled People who decide to live in the community and buy 
and manage their own personal assistants as part of the Independent Living Scheme, 
(Avon) run by ACODP in partnership with Avon County Council. 


TWO DISABLED CONSULTANTS (fees to be agreed) 
To carry out research and development work required by a Training and Enterprise 
Council on developing employment practices from a disability equality perspective. 
These will be short term contracts to be completed by April 1995. 


The closing date for all these posts is MONDAY 20 JUNE. Applications are welcome in 
braille or on tape. 


For further information please contact Wendy Lee, Avon Coalition of Disabled People, 
c/o Easton Community Centre, Kilburn Street, Bristol, BS5 6GAW, telephone 0272- 
412063, (voice and minicom). 


ACODP is working towards equal opportunities and particularly welcomes 
applications from Disabled People facing simultaneous oppression. 
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36 SPORT 


Chris Illingworth had to over- 
come a painful elbow injury to 
win the 1994 National 
Wheelchair Tennis Champi- 
onships in Sheffield last month. 

The 40-year-old Londoner, 
who fought his way back to fit- 
ness after missing most of last 
season through injury, beat 
defending champion Simon 
Hatt, from London, 2-6, 6-2, 
6-0 in an exciting final at the 


It was Illingworth’s fourth 
national title. He will now rep- 
resent Britain in the World 
Team Cup at Nottingham in 
August, alongside Hatt and 
Leicester’s Jayant Mistry. 

“Tm really delighted with 
this win,” said Illingworth. 
“Simon started very well, but I 
knew I could beat him if I kept 
plugging away. It feels great to 
be fit again and I can’t wait to 


Chris collects his championship trophy 


Graves Tennis Centre. play in the World Cup.” 


GARY PRIOR, ALLSPORT 


MEYRA GENIUS 


‘O°F BY ECRTE Ne GPs Oe, 


si ot 2’ 


® ae ee ea, 4 
i... a. a” 


¢ Unsurpassed levels 
of luxury. 


* Superb performance. 


¢ High standards of 
specification. 


ustable Recliner for 
total comfort 


Introducing the most luxurious, and most 
versatile wheelchair on the market today. 
Meyra means superior quality, excellent 
performance and total reliability. 
Without any doubt, a Meyra Genius could 
be compared to a Mercedes - and is 
manufactured to stringent standards for 
complete satisfaction. 


* Fold away design. 
¢ Up to 35 mile range. 


¢ No licence, Tax or 
VAT required. 


¢ So easy to operate. 


¢ Maintenance free 
batteries. 


YHW SERVICES 


So Easy to get in and 
t of 


¢ Free home 
demonstrations. 


¢ Full guarantee. 


¢ Professional after 
sales support. 


- Over 25 years 
experience. 


* Highly qualified 
mobility consultants. 
° Service & repairs. 


So versatile for 
business or pleasure 


¢ A member of the 
British Surgical 
Trades Association. 


Works Address: YHW Services, Broomhouse 
Lane Industrial Estate, Edlington Doncaster, 
South Yorkshire, DN12 1EQ. 


. NORTHERN HELPLINE: 1 NO STAMP NEEDED. Please return slip to: 1 
Pocaltoeee b YHW SERVICES, FREEPOST DC 1287, 
0709 8638034 EDLINGTON, DONCASTER, DN12 1BR 
: MR/MRS/MISS: DN6/94 
1 
SOUTHERN HELPLINE: Le ORS 
0202 319964 | 
1 
i} 


EUS POST CODE: 
ELECTRIC VEHICLE SPECIALISTS * EXTENSIVE RANGE TO CHOOSE FROM 
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Chris nets fourth title 


Hatt was disappointed to lose 
his title, but gained some con- 
solation in the doubles compe- 
tition. Hatt, partnered by 
Jayant Mistry, beat Peter Nor- 
folk and Bob Dockerill 6-0, 4 
6, 6-1 in the final. 

“Tm really pleased for 
Chris,” said Hatt. “He played 
superbly, and will be an impor- 
tant part of England’s Worl 
Cup team.” 

Janet ©McMorran, fro 
Worcestershire, is the women’ 
champion. She beat Kimberle 
Dell 6-1, 6-0. London’s Sanja 
Sharma won the Deaf National 
Championship’s singles title for 
the second consecutive year 
with a 6-0, 7-5 victory over 
Scotland’s Daniel Tunstall. 


Chris volleys a winner q 


Bosnian sta 


The 1994 Inter Spinal Uni 
Games were held at th 
Guttmann Sports Centre, 
Stoke Mandeville, in April. 

The Games were organised) 
by the British Wheelcha 
Sports Foundation for receni 
injured patients at England’s 11 
spinal units. 

People were given the oppor 
tunity to play a variety 0 
sports, including archery, tabl 
tennis and swimming. % 

Bosnian Nesad Cousevic wa 
the star of the Games. He wot 
the paraplegic archery event for 
Stoke Mandeville with a 
of 315 and reached the set 
finals of the table tennis. __ 

Odstock won the Inte 
Spinal Unit team trophy while 
the Harry Metcalfe trophy, 
awarded to the unit who parti¢ 
ipated in the most friendly anc 
sporting way, was won by Mus- 
grave Park, Belfast. 


Bowled over 


More than 80 players took part 
in the British Sports Associa- 
tion for the Disabled’s National 
Bowls Championships at Scat 
borough last month. 
Helen King, from Wales 
won the group one title, while 
Scotland’s David Heddle won 
the men’s group three event 
with a thrilling victory over 
Yorkshire’s David Hebbleth- 
waite. West Midlands won the 
team trophy with a total of 40 
points and Jayne Marsay was 
player of the championships. 


